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TO TUB BAPTIST MISSIONAET CONVEITTION OF THB 

STATE OF KEW ¥ORK« 



Dear BaETHRENr-In eompfianee with a resalutioii passed at jour 
session in Whitesboro, in Oct., 1836| requesting us to draw np an 
account of the origin and progress of the New York Baptist State 
Convention, we have entered upon the task, though with great diffidence* 
from a deep sense of our ineompetenee, jet animated bj the desire that 
Crod maj he glorified bj a record of His wond^s of grace in this region, 
and anxious to leave to the rising generation a memorial of his dealings 
with his people in sdl the waj through which he has led them to the 
present time. Trusting in -the Lord, we have proceeded with the 
arduous work, and have brought it to a close. We now submit it, to 
ho disposed of as jou in jour wisdom shall think proper, assuring jo« 
that we have done the best in our power with the scattered materials 
and means which we possessed. 

We are aware tiiat the work is drawn out to a length not contemplated 
by the Convention ; jet, upon a survej of the whole ground, we could 
not render it more concise, and do justice to the subject. We regard 
it as designed not merelj for the present age, but for them that should 
come after us ; as a thanluoffering to God for his abundant goodness to 
his people, and as a source of materials to some future historian. 

With ardent prajer that God maj long own and Uess the labors of 
this Societj whose historj, firem its infanej, we hare endeavored to 
trace, we remain 

Tour fellow4aJK»r6rs in the gospel, 

John Peck, 
JoiorLAWTOv. 

Cacbnovu, April 13, 1837, 



INTRODUCTION. 



At the session of the Baptist Missionarj Convention of the State of 
New York, held at Whitesboro, Oct. 19 and 30, 1836, the following 
resolutions were passed, viz. ** Resolvedt That the rich indications of 
Divine favor which have been enjoyed bj this Convention, from its 
organization to the present time, are at once the best reward for past 
exertions and the highest incentive to increased faithfulness.** 

This resolution was sustained by Br. J. Pbok, in remarks giving a 
brief but deeply interesting account of the origin and progress of this 
body ; after which the following resolution was unanimously passed : 

** Resolved, That Bm. J. Peck and J. Lawton be requested to draw 
up a succinct and consecutive account of the origin and progress of this 
Convention, for publication under the direction of the Board.*' 

In compliance with the above we undertook the work. In view of 
the whole subject, however, we thought that a f\ill exhibition of the 
wonderful dealings of Providence with the Baptist denomination in 
western New York would require an account of their settlement and 
early history in this section. We have therefore given a brief sketch 
of many incidents which occurred at this early day, connected with 
the progrress of religion and the establishment of churches. The task, 
we found, was indeed laborious ; for, as we intended that our narrative 
should be strictly authentic, nothing was to be taken on trust, and we 
were required to make thorough and patient search for such documents 
OS would afford the necessary information. 
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In compiling this work, we have been oflen refreshed bj a 
consideration of the goodness of God, manifested in the enlargement 
of our churches aiid'the increasing prevalence of the principles of the 
Bible. Yet we would not forget his favor to other evangelical 
denominations who have labored for the promotion of the gospel from 
the earliest settlement of the country. We rejoice in the success of 
their efforts for the : salvatib'n of sinners and the establishment of the 
saints. The zeal of their missionaries has been. praiseworthy, and their 
labors abundant and successful. Through their efforts i^umerous 
churches have arisen, and been supplied with faithful ministers ; while 
many precious souls have been led to the Lamb of Grod, and are now 
rejoicing in hope of immortal glory. . 

These testimonies of Divine favor towards others gladden our hearts, 
and we wish them prosperity in all. theiir' evangelical -labors. But our 
limits forbid our entering upon their particular history, or doing more 
than recording the expression of our affectionate regard. 

We acknowledge the kind assistance of a number of brethren in the 
promotion of this undertaking,' and especially that of Br. J. Smitzer, 
Secretary of the Convention. 
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10F THE BAPTIST jaSSIONARY CONVBIVTION OF TSB 

STATE OF NEW YORK. 



The design of the following pages is to give a history of 
the Baptist Missionary Ck>nvention of the State of New 
York. We have thought that it might be properly introduced 
foy a brief sketch of the rise of the denomination in the 
central and western parts of the State. 

In the month of June, A. D. 1773, Ebenezer Ejiap and 
Increase Thurstin, with tiieir families, seittled on the Butternut 
creek, within the present limits of the county of Otsego, 
and about twenty miles southwest from the head of Sie 
Susquehanna river. There was then no English settlement 
west of this nearer than Niagara, in Upper Canada, a 
distance of more than two hundred miles, nor a single white 
inhabitant, in any direction, within sixteen miles. Various 
tribes of the aboriginals were still enjoying their possessions 
throughout this region, in considerable strength and numbers. 

Increase Thurstin, Ebenezer Knap, and his wife, were 
members of a Baptist church previous to the time of the 
settlement already mentioned. Thus the lamp of civilization 
was first lighted in this wilderness by Baptists in 1773, who, 
notwithstanding their isolated situation, were not unmind- 
fid of their duty to God, but, immediately after their arrival 
in this inhospitable wild, commenced the worship of God in 
their families, and on the Lord's day, by singing, exhortation, 
and prayer — a noble example for all Christians who for|ii 
new settlements. 
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These religious exercises, however, produced no remarka- 
ble effect on the unconverted members of those familieauntil 
the February following, when, one evening, Elizabeth Lull, 
the daughter of £• Knap, and wife of Benj. Lull, Jun., arose 
firom her bed in great distress of mind, and came down stairs, 
repeating the following words : 

** Sliall Simon bear thy crocs alone. 

And Mhtriaiiite go free ? 
Each saint of ihine shall find his own ; 

And there is one for me / 

^ I have lived," siud die^ ^ sixteen years, and never had a 
good thought, spoke a good word, or did a good deed." This 
made an impression on the mind of her sister Martha, and 
also on her husband. Thus the work of the Lord began. 
The father of the family was gone from home, and they had 
BO eartiily instructor except their mother. They continued 
in this exercise of mind until April, when Mrs. Lull and her 
sister Were brought into tibe liberty of the gospel. In the 
ensuing summer seven more families moved into the place, 
and "united with the first settlers in their religious meetings. 
This summer was a comfortable time with them, in the 
fermer part of which the wife of Increase Thurstin, together 
mth C^eb Lull, was brought to rejoice in the Lord, and 
nMuly others appeared under deep exercise of mind. 

in 1776 David Fowler, who was a Baptist, and a native, 
with five oliier Indians, from Connecticut and Long Island, 
r^MvM to a place called Brothertown, (now in the county 
(^ Oneida,) and these persons Ukewise soon set up a religious 
meeting. Hence, it appears tiiat the first religious meetings 
in tins extenadve territory were established by Baptists : the 
first at Butternuts, in 1773, and the second at Brothertown, 
in 1770. 

When the war of the American independence took place, 
die ^protected inhabitants at Butternuts suffered a sad 
reverse by merciless white men and Indians. Their houses 
were [Mfiaged and burned, their property all destroyed, and 
ihey themselves driven from their endeared homes. But 
nHten peace again smiled upon our beloved country, four of . 
dtese same pi^weciited fannlies returned to Butternuts, and 
in the subsequent year establish^ their religious meetings. ^ 
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In 1787 they were privileged with the occa^onal preaching 
of the gospel, and some of the hearers were baptized. In 
August, 1793y a council, consisting of the elder and delegates 
from the church in Greenfield, in the county of Saratoga, 
gave them fellowship as a church in gospel order. They 
were ten in number, five males and five females. Thus was 
constituted^ in the wilderness, the first church in Butternuts, 
situate soutliwesterly from Springfield about thirty -five miles. 

Spsinofibld chuboh, Otseoo Co.-^In 1789 Elder 
William Furman became an inhabitant of that place. In 
February of the same year they were blessed wUk a revival 
of religion. In Mardi following Eld. Furman, with twenty 
more, united with the former mne in covenant, and were 
thus constituted a church in gospel order. This was a 
beautifiil sight, a glorious day in the desert : this was the 
first evangelical standard erected in this howling wilderness. 

Franklin chubch, Dblawase Co. — ^In August, 1792, a 
revival commenced in the town of Franklin, and continued 
until January, 1793 ; and on the fifteenth of the same 
month the disciples here received fellowship as a church in 
gospel order. The chitrch lies southwest from Springfield 
about fifty miles. 

KoBTBiOHT CHURCH, DELAWARE Co. — ^lu the spring of 
1793 there appeared a religious attention among the few 
inhabitants of^ Kortright. In July following Eld. Jonathan 
Gray visited them, and baptized seven converts. These, 
with three more from Eld. Gray's churchy entered into 
covenant, and received from him the right hand of fellowship 
as a gospel church. On the 30th of October, 1794, delegates 
from the churches in Great Barrington and Coe3rmans 
assembled in council, and ordained Br. Warner Lake as 
their pastor. This was the first ordination in this wilder- 
ness. Elds. Gray and Mudge officiated in the solemn 
service. 

IsT CHURCH, Burlington, Otseoo Co. — On the 28th of 
March, 1794, die first church in Burlington received fellow, 
ship of a council, consisting of the elder and delegates 
from the Springfield church. They were ten in number, 
and situat^ northwert from Springfield about twenty-four 
miles. 
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2d cm^cn^BxTBLTNGTOV. — On the 29th of March, 1794, 
a number of brethren and sisters in the southern part of 
Burlington covenanted together as a church of Christ. On 
the 16th of May following a council from the churches in 
Butternuts, Springfield, and 1st Burlington, met at the 
house of Br. Paul Gardner, and after prayer, and due 
inquiries respecting the faith and practice of the brethren 
by whom the council was called, gave them fellowship as a 
church of Jesus Christ. Their number was nine. From 
the 5th of April, 1794, to the 18th of May, meetings were 
frequent, and many gave a relation of their Christian 
experience. On the 10th of May Eld. Furman baptized 
twenty-three persons, and on the 29th of June Eld. Caleb 
Nichols, of Pownal, a minister of the Shaflsbury Association, 
baptized twenty-eight. The good work continued until 
October following, when their number was increased to 
ninety-eight. This church lies southwest from Springfield 
twenty-eight miles. 

3d church, Burlington, now Edmeston. — ^In March, 
1793, Brn. Jonathan Pcttit and Stephen Taylor set up a 
conference-meeting, on the Lord's day, in the northwest part 
of Burlington; which they continued until May 11, 1794, 
when a council of delegates, from Springfield and the 1st 
and 2d churches in Burlington, convened at the house of 
Br. Timothy Taylor, and, after due examination of the 
covenant and articles of the brethren and sisters (ten in 
number) residing in that part of the town, gave them 
fellowship as a church. This church lies southwest from 
Springfield thirty miles. 

Richfield, now Exeter church, Otsego Co. — Richfield 
church, numbering nine, was fellowshiped June 14, 1794, by 
a council of delegates from Springfield and 1st -Burlington 
churches. It is situated west from Springfield about seven- 
teen miles. 

1st church in Otsego, Otsego Co.— On the 18th of 
December, 1794, Eld. Furman and four brethren, being 
invited, convened and examined the religious character and 
circumstances of certain brethren in the town of Otsego, 
twelve in number, and gave them fellowship as a church of 
Christ. Its location is west from Springfield about seven 
miles. 
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2p CHURCH IN Otsego, now HAItTwicK. — On the 19th 
of August, 1795, pursuant to a request, delegates from 
Springfielii and Franklin churches convened, and gave 
fellowship to twelve disciples, (residing in the southern part 
of Otsego,) as a chiirch in gospel order. This church Ues 
southwesterly from Springfield about twenty miles. 

Oteoo church^ Otsego... Co.— -On the 20th of Augtist, 
1795, a council of delegates from the churches of Franklin 
and Springfield assembled, and gave to twelve disciples in 
Otego fellowship as a church in gospel order. This location 
is southwesterly from Springfield about thirty-five miles. 

Fairfield &; Palatine church, Herkimer Co. — ^In 
1793 Eld. Joel Butler removed to the Royal Grant, and began 
to preach to a few scattered inhabitants. The Lord so 
blessed his labors that, in 179.4, a church was organized and 
received fellowship by Eld. Joseph Cornell, consisting of 
fourteen members. This church lies north fh)m Springfield 
about twenty-two miles. 

Church in Norwich, now New Berlin, Chenango Co. 
— In 1792 a number of Baptist professors met in conference, 
and, afler suitable inquiries, obtained fellowship of each 
other, and continued their meetings until the 20th of January, 
1794. They then met at the house of Br. Simeon Camp, 
where Eld. Joseph Cxaw, and one brother with him, gave 
them fellowship as a church in gospel order. They were 
eleven in number. This church lies southwesterly from 
Springfield about forty-two miles. 

Schuyler & Whitbstown church, now embraced in 
the town of Deerfield, soon lost its visibility. 

Church in Charlestown, Montgomery Co.^In this 
place a number of disciples, at an early period, covenanted 
together *to maintain the public worship of God, and in 
September, 1793, they received fellowship as a church of 
Christ, numbering about ten. Eld. Elijah Herrick, who 
was bom in Dutchess Co. 1760, and who was baptized in 
1789, at Duanesburgh, commenced preaching the gospel in 
1792, and removed to Charlestown in 1794. The following 
year he was ordained as pastor of the church, where he has 
continued his labors until the present, with abundant success ; 
and in the mean time has broken the bread of life to the 
destitute in the surrounding country. 
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These were the only churches to give light to a vast 
extent of wilderness ; and we have mentioned their distance 
from a given point, to show their scattered situation, and 
the necessarily accumulated labors of their first public 
ministers. For a more full account of the organization of 
the preceding churches, consult << Rise and Progress ot the 
Otsego Association," by Elds. A. Hosmer and J. Lawton, 
1800. 



vyxouiGO ASSOCIATION. 



THE FOBMATION OF THE OTSEGO ASSOCIATION. 

In the year 1789 Eld. William Funnaiiy then about forty 
years of age, from St. Co3rtey took up his residence in the 
town of Springfield, in the county of Otsego, N. Y. At this 
time there was not one Baptist church in the vast territory, 
bounded as follows: on the east by a meridian crossing the 
Mohawk at the mouth of the Schoharie river ; on the north 
and south by parallels of latitude intersecting said meridian 
on the northern and southern boundaries of the State of New 
York, and extending west to the Pacific ocean ; and on the 
west by the Pacific. Eld. Furman was the first minister 
settling in this extensive wilderness, who was particularly 
useful in planting churches and promoting the rise of the 
Otsego Association. Having the glory of God in view, and 
desirous of the increase of the Redeemer's kingdom, he 
spared no pains, but exerted himself to the utmost, for the 
accomplishment of this object. It may with propriety be 
said of him that he was, under God, the father of diese 
churches. He is now, we trust, [reaping, in heaven, the 
reward of his unwearied exertions in die cause of his glorious 
Redeemer. 

In the spring of 1794 he proposed to the churches to meet 
in conference, to consult on the propriety of forming an 
association. Accordingly, seven churches met oa the 4th of 
Sept., 1794, at the house of William Goff, in Burlington. 
Elds. Peter Worden, Joseph Cornell, and Joseph Craw, from 
the Shaftsbury Association, being present, took seats with 
them in their deliberations. After an agreeable interchange 
of views on the subject, they adjourn^ until the second 
Thursday in Jan., 1795, to meet at the house of Pftul Gardner, 
in Buzlingtoiu At thii meeting, which was held on the 8di 
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of January, (pursuant to adjournment,) two more churches 
were added. The plan of an association having been pro- 
posed, it was unanimously resolved that it should be referred 
to the churches,* with a request that they would appoint 
delegates to convene at the meeting-house in Springfield, in 
September following, with power to decide on the propriety 
of forming an association. 

On the 2d of Sept., 1795, delegates from the churches were 
appointed, pursuant to request, and they accordingly assem- 
bled at the meeting-house in Springfield. The intxt)ductory 
sermon was delivered by Eld. Ashbel Hosmer, from Luke 
zxiv. 26. A moderator and clerk being chosen, letters from 
the churches were read, and the following list was taken : 

Churches, MinUters. Ne, of Members, 

Springfield, William Furman, 56 . 

1st Burlington, 22 

2d « Ashbel Hosmer, 101 

3d « 10 

NOTwich, (now New Berlin,) 80 

1st Unadilla, (now Buttemutts,) 17 

Richfield, (now Exeter^) 22 

Stuart's Patent, (now Ist Otsego,) 21 

Schuyler, ^ John Hammond, 63 

Charlestown, Elijah Herrick, 24 

Fairfield, Palatine, Joel Butler, 31 

2d Unadilla, (nqw Otego,) 15 

Otsego, * 12 
Churches, 13; Ministers, 5; Members, .424. 

Elds. Cornell and Finch, delegates from Shafisbury Asso- 
ciation, took seats with the brethren. Adjourned until 8 
o'clock the next morning. September 3. Met pursuant to 
adjournment. Sermon by Eld. Cornell, from Timothy ii. 8. 
Proceeded to business. A plan of union for these churches 
was read, and unanimously adopts. 

The in&nt churches being unsuspicious, hospitaUe, and 
eager lo hear the gospel preached, were often subjected to 
imposition firom artfiil and designing men, claiming to be 
Baptist ministers, who, dangerous in principle, and corrupt 
in practice, had already obtruded themselves upon the new 



OTUOO A8S0CIATI0K* 17 

aetdements, and shameftiUy abused their confidence. It was 
therefore thought indispensable to devise some effici^it means 
for preventing a repetition of such impositions, and preserve 
the churches firom farther contamination. Eld. Joseph 
Cornell was accordingly appointed to examine the churches 
and ministers concerning their fidth and practice. 

The churches and ministers already mentioned, beinff found 
to agree in judgment and heart, unanimously rescHved to 
consider themselves at this and fiiUire meetings as an associa- 
tion, by the name of the Otsego Association. The visiting 
elders and brethren gave them fellowship. A correspondence 
was opened with the Shafbhury and Danbury Associations, 
and a vote was passed to meet annually on the first Wednesday 
in September, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

This being the first interview of the kind ever enjoyed in 
this wilderness, it was one of intense interest. The presence 
of the great Jehovah was deeply felt, and the souls of his 
people expanded with joy. Some, who came to the meeting 
with a resolution to oppose the forming of an Association, 
were constrained to acknowledge that God was there; their 
opposition ceased, and their souls melted in the pleasure 
occasioned by the union of their infiint churches. Indeed, it 
was a delightful scene to behold these little flocks scattered 
throughout this extensive region, coming up out of the wil- 
demess, evidently led by the good Shepherd to associate 
together- in this capacity, and thereby exhibit what the Lord 
had done, and what He was still to do, in this once howling 
desert. Thur in weakness, with much fear and trembling, 
and amid trials of the most (distressing character, was the 
foundation laid, on which a glorious superstructure has been 
raised in western New York. 

In a review of what God did for his people in this hitherto 
uncultivated country, we are reminded of the prediction of 
the rise and progress of the kingdom of Christ, Psalm Ixxii, 
16 and 9 verses : <^ There shall be a handfiill of com in the 
earth upon the top of the mountains ; the firuit thereof shall 
shake Uke Lebanon, and they of the city shall flourish like 
the grass of the earth. They that dwell in the wilderness 
shall bow before Him, and his enemies shall lick the dust." 

After a sermon delivered before the Association, by Eld. 
Joel Butler, firom these words, ^That they may be one," the 

2 
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following lines, composed by him, were introduced, as 
expressive of the feelings of the brethren : 

*< One 18 our God, who reigns above, 
And one onr Savior whom we love ; 
One ifl the faith ; the Spirit one. 
That brings us round Jehovah*s throne ; 
One hope we have, one race we run 
To our eternal, shining hone : 
One is our Guide, and one the way, 
That leads to shining fields of day ; 
And one the song of praise we sing 
To our eternal, gknrious King.*' 

The second anniversary of the Otsego Association wasF 
holden at Burlington, Sept. 7 and 8, 1796. The introductory 
sermon, by Eld. J. Butler, was from John xvii. 22. The 
letters were read, and the following account was taken: 
Dismissed, 3 ; excluded, 6 ; died, 2 ; added, 318 ; total, 653. 
Four churches and four ministers were added at this session — 
Franklin, Aurelius, Scipio, and 1st Litchfield ; Eld. James 
Bacon, Peter P. Roots, David Irish, and John Bostwick. 

The third session was holden at Fairfield, on the first 
Wednesday in Sept., 1797. Eld. James Bacon preached 
the introductory sermon firom John xv. 16. The letters 
fiirnish^ the following account : Dismissed, 55 ; excluded, 
11 ; died, 5 ; added, 358 ; total number, 1,054. The churches 
added this year were 2d Litchfield, Kortright, Paris, North 
Burlington, 2d Richfield, Augusta, Whitestown, and 1st 
Hamilton ; and Elds. Stephen Parsons, Hezekiah Eastman, 
and Warner Lake, were received as ministers. 

The fourth session was held at Franklin, Sept. 5 and 6, 
1798. The introductory sermon, by Eld. Stephen Parsons, 
was from Romans x. 13, 14, 15. The following statistics 
were fiirnished by the letters : Dismissed, 20 ; excluded, 40 ; 
died, 8 ; added, 308 ; total, 1,292. The churches added 
were 2d Norwich, Pompey, and Oxford ; the ministers were 
Elds. Stephen Taylor and Simeon Smith. 

The fifth anniversary of the Association was held at 
Exeter, on the 4th and 5th of Sept., 1799. Eld. Furman 
preached the introductory discourse, from 2 Cor. v. 20. 
The letters presented the following summary: Dismissed, 
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127 ; excluded, 22 ; died, 15 ; added, 452 ; total, 1,659. 
The churches received this year were Brothertown, 2d 
Hamilton, (now Madison,) 3d Norwich, Sangersfield, 
Schuyler, Shortlots, and Worcester* The following churches 
were organized subsequent to this session : West Brookfield, 
20 members, Nov. 9, 1799 ; Warren, 16 members, July 9, 
1800 ; De Ruyter, 23 members, Dec. 26, 1799. Having 
now mentioned all the churches and ministers found in this 
country at the close of the last century, except some few 
beyond the Cayuga lake, we shall proceed to notice briefly 
some important miscellaneous matter. And first, the revivals 
enjoyed in the new settlement. 

Litchfield. In 1796 God was pleased to pour out his 
Spirit in this place. A few of the inhalHtants were professors 
of the Congregational order, and some were Methodists. 
Elds. Butler, Hosmer, and Roots, visited them and preached, 
and baptized a number. The work continued through the 
summer and winter; in which time the Congregational 
brethren embraced the Baptist sentiments, and being 
immersed, with others, formed the 2d church in Litchfield 
now Winfield. In 1796 a partial revival took place in 
Norwich, now New Berlin. Eld. Hosmer visited them, an^ 
baptized several converts. 

jBxbter. In May, 1797, the Lord began to pour out of 
his Spirit in this town. A revival took place, in which time 
twenty^x were added to the church. In 1799 a most 
remarkable thunder-storm occurred in this part of the country, 
which, by the blessing of God, was the means of awakening 
come to a concern K>r their souls. Soon after ten were 
added to the church. 

Oteo. In August, 1798, at a meeting on Lord's day, 
two young persons appeared in great distress of mind. 
They went to their parents, and with much humility 
confessed their faults, and implored forgiveness. On the 
Thursday following they met in conference. The Lord was 
present by his Holy Spirit ; saints rejoiced, and many appeared 
to have a deep sense of their lost condition. The work was 
carried on by a Divine power. Several ministering brethren 
visited them in its progress, and were instrumental in 
promoting it. During this awakening the church received 
an addition of fbr^-siz; 
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BuTTERNVTTS. In January, 1798, Br. John Lawton, from 
Adams, Mass., moved into this place, and began to labor in 
the gospel. The Lord's day of Sept. 26, 1798, was one of 
much solemnity. The Spirit of the Lord seemed to be 
present : a number of youth, and others, were greatly 
alarmed, while the people of God were much encouraged. 
A young woman gave a relation of her experience, and was 
received for baptism. Several others appeared in great 
distress. On the 10th Oct., Eld. Hosmer preached, and 
baptized four persons ; one of which was an aged Presbyterian 
professor. On the 25th of the same month, Br. Lawton was 
ordained, and Lord's day following he baptized eleven 
persons. The work continued through the winter, during 
which, and in the spring and summer following, sixty persons 
were sodded to the church. One of the number was a woman 
in her eighty-fourth year, and had been a member of a 
Presbyterian church sixty years. 

1st Hamilton. In the latter part of 1798 a young man, 
who had been a leader in the merry circles of the youth, 
was suddenly brought into the deepest con^cern for his soul. 
The pungent and searching preaching of those times, and the 
heart-broken expressions of this young man, produced such 
an impression upon several of the youtii, that they left their 
school, and went to see him. They found him in deep 
distress. The night following there was a conference at the 
house of Br. Samuel Payne. It was a season never to be 
forgotten. The tongues of the saints were loosed, and 
their prayers and exhortations were fervent and searching. 
Sinners cried, "What shall we do to be saved?" During 
the revival one man, an open Deist, who delighted much in 
Paine's "Age of Reason," despised the Bible, and spake 
evil of religion, was awakened to a sense of his danger, and, 
through the goodness of God, was brought into liberty, and, 
with many others, united with the church. This individual 
was our late lamented Br. Daniel Hatch, of Eaton, who, 
notwithstanding his opposition to the Bible then, was 
afterward made to del^ht in its truths. The doctrine of 
grace became his theme, and the interests of the church of 
Christ lay near his heart. His house was a home for the 
weary pilgrim, and all the benevolent institutions of the day 
were cherished by him, and shared in his prayers and liberal 
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^contributions. He died Sept. 1, 1836, in the 64th year of 
his age, and we believe that he sleeps in Jesus. 

2d Norwich, now Nobth Norwich. Oct. 1799. An 
awakening began here, occasioned by the sudden death of 
two eminent persons in this church, in the course of which 
they had the assistance of Eld. Hosmer, Taylor, and Roots. 
About the first of Dec. there appeared a general concern on 
the minds of the people. The first Lord s day in Dec. Eld. 
Roots baptized twenty-two; on the second Lord's day 
fourteen ; and on the third twelve more ; fifty-four, in all, 
were added to the church during this revival. Of the 
twenty-two first baptized, were Eld. Nathan Peck, and the 
wife of Eld. John Peck. Her husband had been baptized 
about one year previous, by the same administrator, being 
the second person who thus publicly put on Christ in all 
that newly settled region. Also of this twenty-two was our 
late beloved Br. Samuel Pike, of Norwich village, who has 
recently, and very suddenly, been called to give an account 
of his stewardship, and to receive, we hope and believe, the 
approbation of his Lord. He died Jan. 27, 1837. His 
fatiber was one of those eminent persons before named. 

Ordinations. — June 23, 1796, Br. John Bostwick was 
set apart to the work of the ministry in the 2d church of 
Otsego, now Hartwick. Eld. Henry Green, from the 
Vermont Association, preached the sermon; Eld. Butler 
offered the ordaining prayer ; Elds. Bacon, Roots, and Lake, 
laid on hands; Eld. Cornell gave the charge; Eld. Hosmer 
the right hand of fellowship ; and Eld. Furman offered the 
concluding prayer. This was the first ordination in this 
Association. The services were in the woods. 

Oct 25, 1797, Br. Stephen Taylor, of the 3d church 
Burlington, now Edmeston, was set apart to the work of the 
ministry. Eld. Butler preached the sermon; Eld. Bacon 
prayed, and laid on hands with Elds. Furman and Hammond ; 
Eld. Hosmer gave the charge; Eld. Bostwick the right 
hand of fellowship ; and Eld. Hammond concluded with 
prayer. The exercises were attended in a barn. 

Oct. 25, 1798, Br. John Lawton^ of Butternut church, 
was set apart to the work of the gospel ministry. Eld. 
Butler preached a sermon firom 1 Timothy iii. 1 ; Eld. 
Lesure offered the ordaining prayer, and laid on hands with 
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Elds. Bostwick and Smith ; Eld. Bacon gave the charge ; 
Eld. Hosmer the right hand of fellowship ; and Eld. Taylor 
offered the concluding prayer. The solemn ceremony was 
performed on a stage in the open air. 

Thus have we given an imperfect sketch of the history of 
the Baptist churches in western New York, until the close of 
the last century ; containing a view of the rise and increase 
of the Otsego Association for five years. And, truly, "we 
may say, " What hath God wrought !" At the close of 1799 
there were, within the bounds of this Association, thirty- 
seven churches, fifleen ministers, and 1718 members. 

The ministers who officiated during this time were Elds. 
William Furman, Ashbel Hosmer, Joel Butler, Elijah Herrick, 
John Hammond, John Bostwick, Stephen Taylor, John 
Lawton, Peter P. Roots, Warner Lake, James Bacon, David 
Irish, Hezekiah Eastman, Stephen Parsons, and Simeon 
Smith. The first five of these were laboring here previously 
to the forming of the Association; no two of them lived 
nearer to each other than twenty -five miles ; and the residence 
of one was sixty or seventy from the body of the Association. 
His services were!confined to the church to which he belonged, 
and to the destitute region around him. Another, seldom 
appeared abroad ; so that the weight of the labor lay on the 
first three, together with a few young men whom the Lord 
was raising up, and some elders from other associations. 
Eld. James Bacon, who ministered to the church in Franklin, 
belonging to Shaftsbury Association, occasionally assisted 
them. 

In 1793 Eld. Joel Butler came to the Royal Grants, and 
began to preach to a few scattered inhabitants. A considerable 
opposition was made against him by an ambitious intriguer, 
which retarded his progress for a short iime. But the 
character of this adversary soon came to light; and the 
Lord showed himself with his servant, and greatly blessed 
his labors. His calls were numerous ; and as a zealous, 
active minister, he was greatly instrumental in the growth 
of the northwestern part of this Association. But he has 
ceased from his toils, and has gone to enjoy his rest. 

In June, 1795, Eld. Ashbel Hosmer removed his family 
into Burlington, and commenced labor with Elds. Furman 
and Butler. He was zealous and active, and, in the cause 
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of his blessed Master, was readj to encounter all opposition. 
He strenuously advocated right principles, and, in union 
with the two former, laid a permanent foundation for the 
future growth and prosperity of the Baptist interest in this 
extensive district. 

Among their most prominent measures was a rule proposed 
by them, and adopted by the Association, that, when a church 
desires admission into their body, it should be examined as 
to its faith and practice, when constituted, and what church 
and ministers gave it fellowship. If a minister was presented, 
he was examined in the following manner : Where did you 
begin to preach ? What church gave you license 7 Where 
were you ordained 7 What church and ministers assisted 
in your ordination 7 Where have you labored since? The 
adoption of these rules excited the wonder of friends and 
the malice of enemies ; but the necessity and wisdom of the 
measure were soon seen, and are felt to the present day ; 
for, had not those energetic measures been adopted, our 
country would have been overrun with men of loose 
principles and corrupt practices. For the country being 
new, and the settlements small, many men who had lost their 
characters in the eastern and southern parts, supposing the 
wilderness to be favorable to their designs, were purposing 
to come into this country. Some had already come ; while 
others, hearing of the adoption of those rules, thought it 
wise to keep away. In consequence of the almost entire 
desecration of the Lord's day, it was necessary to enjoin 
upon the church at their formation, and make it an article 
in their covenant, that they should religiously observe the 
day ; and also that all heads of families should maintain the 
worship of God in their houses, by reading the scriptures 
and vocal prayer. For the establishment of these measures 
Eld. Hosmer was very zealous. To promote a salutary 
discipline, and diffuse pure and undefiled religion among the 
churches, he labored night and day, and endured many 
privations. But the Lord supported him amid all his trials, 
and has long since taken him from his labors, to the rest 
prepared for the children of God. 

December, 1795, Eld. Peter P. Roots came, and united 
with the others in this Association, and was eminently useful 
in carrying forward the work of God in these new settlements. 
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In the early part of his labors he was unmarried, and 
therefore free from the embarrassments of a family. His 
labors were very useful, and greatly blessed : but having 
finished his work, his Master called him home, to receive his 
crown. 

In 1796 Eld. James Bacon was added to their number, 
whose unwearied labors, notwithstanding his advanced age, 
were a source of great comfort to the church and ministers. 
He, also, was instrumental in raising several churches, of 
which number were those of Cazenovia, Hartwick, and 
Delphi. But he has ceased from his work on earth, and 
gone to his. rest in the bosom of that Savior whom he loved 
and served with a warm and pious zeal. Of him it may be 
truly said that he came down to the grave like a shock of 
corn in its season, fully ripe. Elds. Bostwick and Irish 
were admitted into the Association. Eld. Eastman began 
at this time to labor in Paris. The same autumn Eld. 
Stephen Parsons, a man of superior abilities, settled in 
Whitestown, and commenced laboring with the others. At 
the next session of the Association, he, with Eld. Lake, of 
Kortright, was added to that body. In 1797 Stephen Taylor 
was ordained, and labored with them to good acceptance. 
In 1798 Eld. John Lawton was ordained, and united his 
labors with those of his brethren. Elds. Eastman, Parsons, 
and Irish, have also left the church militant, to join the church 
triumphant. 

Thus have nine of those undaunted champions in the 
cause of Christ put off their armor, and gone to receive 
their crowns. Five others are yet waiting for their dismission . 
Of the other one we have no certain information. Eld. 
Taylor alone remains of the fifteen who were in the 
Association at the close of the last century. 

We will now proceed to take a brief view of the laboirs 
and privations of these pious men and worthy champions of 
the cross. An extensive circuit became the lot of each of 
these men ; especially of the three first, who, being the 
earliest laborers in this uncultivated country, were counted 
as leaders in this glorious enterprise, and were regarded as 
fathers by the younger men. The frequent calls, " Come 
over, and help us," from the little clusters of saints here and 
there in the wilderness, subjected them to frequent journeys, 
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in which they had to encounter many obstacles and endure 
many hardships and various sufferings. They toiled in the 
cold and in the heat, by day and by night, traversing the 
wilderness from one solitary dwelling to another, by marked 
trees and half-made roads, fording dangerous rivers, and 
rapid streams, often without a guide, and at the hazard of 
their lives, l^ey suffered much from hunger and thirst, 
and frequently had to pursue their journeys through bleak 
winds and storms both of rain and snow, to meet their 
appointments and administer to the perishing the bread of 
life. The afflictions of some of them were greatly increased, 
and their tenderest sympathies often excited, by the privations 
and sufierings in respect even to the necessaries of life to 
which their families were subjected. Sometimes, in their 
journeys, on sitting down at the tables of their brethren, to 
enjoy their hospitality, a recollection of the sufferings of 
their families at home, would destroy their appetite, and fill 
them with grief. They could receive but little earthly 
reward, the country being new, the churches small, and the 
people hardly able to support themselves, much less to expenid 
a large amount on the preachers. Added to these 
discouragements was another of greater magnitude, which 
arose, as has been stated, from the frequent intrusion of men 
of corrupt principles and practice. • These, imagining that 
the state of the country wcus favorable to their sinister views, 
not only journeyed, but in some instances actually removed 
and settled, in the vicinity of some of the small churches* 
Through their means divisions and contentions arose, which 
called for councils, which, whatever might be the conduct of 
other brethren, the preacher must attend ; and when he had 
discharged his duty by bearing testimony against their evH 
conduct, heavy reflections from them and their partisans 
were the consequences. Yet amid all these discouragements, 
they continued their exertions, relying on Israel's God. 
Jehovah crowned their labors with abundant success, and 
comforted their souls by pouring out his Holy Spirit. Those 
who had long been professors of religion were induced to 
unite in church relation ; backsliders were reclaimed, and 
sinners converted to the knowledge />f the truth. Thus the 
wilderness and solitary place were made glad for them, and 
the desert began to rejoice, and blossom as the xosa. 



26 BAPTIST HIStlOKABY COKVBNTIOK. 

The extent of the Association at this time was about one 
hundred and forty miles from east to west, and about sixty 
from north to south. 

The first Association was held in a meeting-house, built 
by the Baptists and Congregationalists, in Springfield ; the 
second in the woods •; the third in a barn ; and the fourth 
and fiflh in dwelling-houses ; and in all these places the 
proecnce of the Lord more than supplied the want of 
convenient accommodations. 

Having arrived at the commencement of a new century, 
we shall now proceed to give a brief view of the increase 
of the Association until the division in 1808, when the 
Madison Association was formed from it. 

The sixth session of the Otsego Association was held with 
the first church in Butternutts, county of Otsego, on the 3d 
and 4th of Sept., 1800, in a dwelling-house. Present thirty, 
seven churches, fifleen ministers ; added, 329 ; dismissed, 
69 ; excluded, 23 ; died, 10 ; total, 1,764. The churches of 
Floyd, Norway, and Warren, were added. Eld. Phineas 
Holcomb, of Warren church, united with the Association. 
The sermon was by Eld. Lake, from Romans v. 18. 

The seventh session of the Otsego Association was held at 
Whitestown, Oneida county, 2d and 3d of Sept., 1801. 
Sermon by Eld. Root, 'from 1 Peter v. 5: "Be ye clothed 
with humility." It consisted of forty churches and nineteen 
ministers. Added, 264; dismissed, 157 ; excluded 37; died, 
9'; total, 2,031. Churches of Cazenovia, De Ruyter, Ssilisbury, 
Brookfield, German Flatts, and Deerfield, were added this 
year. Elds. Nathan Baker and Simeon Brown came into 
the Association. Charlestown, upon their request, were 
dismissed last year, to unite with the Rensselaerville Asso- 
ciation. 

The eighth session of the Otsego Association was held at 
Springfield, county of Otsego, on the 1st and 2d of Sept., 
1802. Sermon by Eld. Caleb Blood, from Acts xxvi. 24. 
Association organized— an account taken : 42 churches, 19 
ministers. Added, 336 ; dismissed, 78 ; excluded, 34 ; (Ued, 
17 ; omission of total. Sherburne, Steuben, Homer, and 
Herkimer, churches, added this session. Aurelius and Scipio 
churches (iismissed at the last session, to unite with Cayuga 
Association, which was constituted in 1799. Elds. Daniel 
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Robinson and Seba Norton received at this session. Wor- 
cester and M ilford dismissed at the eighth session, to unite 
with the Rensselaerville Association. 

Ninth session of the Otsego Association was held at 
Exeter, county of Otsego, 7th and 8th of Sept., 1803. 
Sermon by Eld. Parsons, from 2 Cor. iii. 6. Association 
organized — ^following account taken : churches, 45 ; minis- 
ters, 16; added, 282; dismissed, 103; excluded, 43 ; died, 
11. Total, 2,116. 2d Butternuts, Lisle, Fabius, and 2d 
Brookfield, churches, added at this session. Examined and 
received Eld. Caleb Douglass, of Whitestown church. 

Tenth session of the Otsego Association was held at 
North Norwich, Chenango coufity, 6th and 7th of Sept*, 
1804. Association organized — sermon by Eld. Elisha 
Ransom, from Gal. ii.lO^ 20 — ^the following account taken : 
churches, 46 ; ministers, 16 ; added, 213 ; dismissed, 95 ; 
excluded, 37; died, 12; total, 2,334. Westmoreland church 
added this session. Elds. Vining and Hurlburt received. 
Voted to recommend to the churches Jto empower their 
delegates to revise the constitution at the pext session. 
Next year to meet at Salisbury. 

The eleventh session of the Otsego Association was held 
at Salisbury, Herkimer county, 4th and 5th of Sept., 1805. 
Association organized — sermon by Eld. Hosmer, from Col. 
iii. 1—4. The following account was taken : churches, 50 ; 
ministers, 24; added, 205; dismissed, 99; excluded, 47; 
died, 14 ; total 2,622. The churches received this session 
were- 2d Exeter, 2d Herkimer, 3d Cazenovia, (now Nelson,) 
Middleford, aod Turio. Received this session the church in 
Brothcrto wn — being dissolved, is lefl out of minutes. Exam- 
ined and received as ministers Elds. Asahel Holcomb, Obed 
Eddy, Joy Handy, Jonathan Hascall, Simeon Camp, and 
Orange Spencer — recommended to the church that they 
carefully examine those persons, who assume to be ministers 
of Jesus Christ, and see that they have credentials of a recent 
date. Voted not to alter our constitution^-our next session 
to be held with the 2d church in Litchfield, now Winfield, 
the first Wednesday in September next, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

Twelfth session of the Otsego Association, held at Litch- 
field, 3d£and 4th Sept., 1806. Association organized — 
sermon by Eld. Lawton, from Psalm xcvii. 1 : << The Lord 
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reigneth, let the earth rejoice." The following account was 
taken : 53 churches ; 26 ministers ; added, 335 ; dismissed, 
102 ; excluded, 61 ; died, 27 ; total 3,903. The church^ 
in 2d Cazenovia, (now Fenner,) German, (now Pitcher,^ 3d 
Hamilton, and 2d Pompey, (now Delphi,) added this session ; 
also received Eld. John Peck. Richneld church dropped 
from the minutes. On a request from Turin church, appointed 
Bm. Roots, Butler, Hanks, Waldo, and Hicks, to attend a 
conference at Champion, for forming a new Association. 
Voted to recommend to the churches to encourage the printing 
of a weekly sheet of religious intelligence. Agreed to hold 
our next meeting at Hartwick, on the first Wednesday of 
Sept. next, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

Thirteenth session of the Otsego Associati<», held at 
Hartwick, Sept. 2 and 3, 1807. Association organized — 
sermon by Eld. Salmon Morton, from Proverbs xxiv. 3, 4. 
The following account was taken : churches; 55 ; ministers, 
28 ; added, 481 ; dismissed, 88 ; excluded, 50 ; died, 24 ; 
total, 3,265. Th» churches of Milford and 4th Buttemutts 
added. Examined and received Elds. Salmon Morton, Ora 
Butler, and Amos Gill. Voted to encourage a. Baptist printer, 
if one can be obtained. Whereas, a number of the churches 
in the western part of this Association requested to be set 
off as a new Association, voted that, whenever . they have 
formed an Association, those churches belonging to this 
Association shall be dropped from our minutes. Appointed 
Brn. Vining, Bostwick, Robinson, and Spencer, to visit them 
at their meeting in German, (now Pitcher,) the last Wednes- 
day in August next. The following were the churches thus 
dismissed : Cazenovia, De Ruyter, Eaton, Fabius, German, 
(now Pitcher,) Hamilton, Homer, Lisle, Madison, Nelson, 2d 
Norwich, 1st Pompey, 2d Pompey, (now Delphi,) Smithfield, 
Sherburne, and Westmoreland. 

Having now arrived at an important stage in the history of 
the Otsego Association, we would take a retrospective view i 
and may we not with propriety exclaim, << What hath God 
wrought" withinthe short term of twelve years ! Truly, the 
blessing of God has rested on the habitation of Zion ; and, 
notwithstanding all the opposition of men and devils, he has 
preserved and multiplied his people, and given them a goodly 
heritage. What a contrast! Compare 1795, when the 
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Association was formed of thirteen churches^ five ministers, 
and four hundred and twenty -four members, there were then 
in the country two more churches, containing about one 
hundred and twenty members, and two ministers, making in 
the whole about fifteen churches, seven ministers, five 
hundred and forty members, in all this extensive territory. 
But now, in 1807,^there are, in the Otsego Association, fifty- 
five churches, twenty-eight ministers, and three thousand two 
hundred and sixty-five members. Several churches have 
been dismissed to join other Associations, and a great number 
of ministers have gone to other places, beyond the bounds of 
ttkia Association. Recently, aJso, dxteen churches have 
received a dismission to form a new Association ; and yet 
there remain in the body thirty-seven churches. God has 
not only increased their number, but has multiplied their 
blessings. How different are the circumstances of his people, 
and especially of the ministers ! Their condition is greatly 
ameliorated ; yet their labors are abundant, and their calls 
are numerous, not only in their immediate vicinity, but to the 
north, south, east, and west. Settlements are made with 
amazing rapidity, and the poor destitute people are utteriug 
the Macedonian cry, « Come over, and help us !" 
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CONVENTION. 



BAPTIST 1CIS8I0KABT CONVENTION OF THE STATE OF 

NEW YOBK. 

We come now to the history of the Baptist Missionary 
Convention of the State of New York. This stream^iWhicb 
has carried, and is still carrying, the waters of life to sa 
many ready to perish, was formed hy the union of several 
tributary streams, which had arisen at different times and 
places in various parts of the State. ,We begin with the 
Hamilton Baptist Missionary Society. . 

This Society was formed in the year of our Lord 1807* 
The population of the country had greatly increased ; the 
settlements were very much extended at the north, and in 
the south and west, and the demand for ministerial labor was 
proportionably increased ;. so that it was but of the power 
of the ministers that were settlied to supply it. Several 
faithful and pious ministers were located between Cayuga 
lake and Genesee river ; but there was no church or settled 
ministejr west of that river, though settlements in that region 
were rapidly forming, and the spiritual wants of the inhaln- 
tants were very great. But whatever minister visited them^ 
bad to encounter all the trouble, fatigue, and privation, of & 
new country. 

Eld. Elkanah Holmes, from the New York Missionary 
Society, labored several years, with success, among the Tus- 
earora Indians, and preached occasionally to the white 
inhabitants scattered about in that vicinity. A few missimi. 
aries, also, from the Massachusetts Baptist Missionary Society,, 
and Shafbsbury Association, had visited this country, and 
penetrated as far as Long Point, in Upper Canada, and 
were cheered with knowing that their labors were blessed of 
God to the edification of saints and conversion of sinners. 
Among these missionaries, EUd. Lemuel Covil was particu- 
larly Sstinguished. He was indeed a flaming h^*ald of the 
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cross. There are many yet living who cherish for him a 
most affectionate and grated rememhrance. He now 
slumbers in the dust of Canada, at Clinton, where he was 
laboring successfully as a missionary, and whence' die Master 
mddenly called him from Ids toils below to his rest above. 
fie died universally beloved and lamented. 

In view of the increased population of the country, their 
indigent circumstances and spiritual wants, and the multiplied 
calls for ministmal labor, a number of the firiends of Zicm 
met at Pompey, in the coun^ of Onondaga, at the house of 
Eld. Nathan Baker, Aug. 27, 1807, to colder the propriety 
of forming a society for the prosecution of the misnonary 
enterprise in the destitute regions around. After mature 
deliberations on the subject, a constitution was presented and 
unanimously adopted. The Society was called the Lake 
Baptist Missionary Society, as it was expected its efforts 
would -be directed principally to what was called the lake 
country. The constitution made the payment of one dollar 
annually requisite to membership. At the formation of the 
Society it consisted of twenty members. Of course, it com- 
menced its operations with only twenty dollars in the treasury^ 
Thus, in weakness and with much fear and trembling, was 
laid the foundation of that fobric, which now, through the 
Messing of €rod, commands the admiration of all the friends 
of Zion. Thus were the first dawnings of that light, which^ 
like the sun, is shedding widely around its benign influence. 

October, 28, 1807. The Society met at the house of Br. 
Elisha Payne, in Hamilton. The following persons were 
chosen as its officers for the year ensuing: Eld. Ashbel 
Hosmer, Pres. Eld. Peter P. Roots, Yice-Pres. Elisha 
I^yne, Sec. Dea. Jonathan Olmsted, Treas. Elds. Elisha 
Ransom, Salmon Morton, David Irish, John Lawton, Ora 
Butler, and Bm. Simeon Gillett, Benj. Pierce, Thomas Cox, 
Ebenezer Wakely, Johp Keep, Samuel Payne, and Mr. Oliver 
Brown, Directors. At a meeting of the Boanrd at Hamilton, 
Oct. 28, 1807, it was resolved te appoint Eld. Salmon Morton 
a missionary for two months, the ensuing winter, and allow 
him 94 per week for his services. 

At a subsequent meeting of the Board, at Hamilton, Eld* 
Morton made a report of hui missionary tour of eight weeks ; 
in whi^ time he traveled to the Genesee riveiv and die 
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Holland Purchase, which was then looked upon as the ** fiatr 
west." In his report he said << he was received with great 
satisfaction by the inhabitants ; and that many of the people 
of God were made to rejoice in the privilege of hearing the 
preaching of the gospel in their destitute situation^ while 
many blessings were bestowed on the Society, and ardent 
prayers addreraed to God for its prosperity." He also added, 
^ It was enough to move a heart of stone, to witness the 
expressions of joy made by the people on the occasion. But 
the parting scenes were peculiarly interesting. Nor could 
he witness without emotion the tears that were shed, and 
their earnest solicitations for a continuance of like favors, 
vrhen, giving the parting hand, and exclaiming, Mrith tears 
in their eyeBf << Do come again. Tell the Society of our 
destitute situation, and request them to remember us." Upon 
hearing the report of the missionary, the Board were much 
animated — thanked God, and took courage. Relying on the 
kind assistance of Divine Providence, they appointed Eld. 
Elisha Ransom a missionary for four weeks. At the same 
time several brethren in Hamilton, and others, made such 
liberal donations to the Society, that, together with the 
annual subscriptions, there was found in the treasury, at the 
annual meeting in 1808, the sum of $171. 

The annual meeting oi the Lake Baptist Missionary 
Society was held at German, (now Pitcher,) Aug. 30, 1808. 
Eld. Ora Butler, moderator ; John Lawton, clerk. Proceeded 
to choose the officers. Eld. Ashbel Hosmer, Pres. Elisha 
Payne, Sec. Dea. Jonathan Olmsted, Treas. Samuel 
Payne, Thomas Cox, Wm. Durfee, Eld. Ora Butler, Salmcm 
Morton, Ebenezer Wakely, John Peck, and James Purdy, 
Directors. Resolved to change the name of the Society, 
and to alter the constitution so as to read as follows : 

CONSTITUTION. 

Abt. 1. This Society shall be known by the name of the 
^ Hamilton Baptist Missionary Society." 

AsT. 2. The Society shall be composed of those who 
subscribe to this constitution, and pay in advance at least one 
dollar to its funds, and also one dollar annually. 

Abt. 3. The object of this Society shaU be to send the 
gospely'and other means of promoting the knowledge of God, 



among such of our feUow-creatves as are destitute ; and that 
either stationary or occasional^ as prudence may dictate or 
funds admit. 

Abt. 4. The members/ at their annual meetings* shall 
appoint, by ballot, a Prudent, Secretary, Treasurer, and 
eight DirectcMTS, The President, Secretary, Treasurer, and 
£ve of the IHrectors, shall be meiidbers in good standing in 
some regular Baptist church. These eleven officers shall 
compose a Board, of whidi the President shall be the chair- 
man and the Secretary clerk. 

Art. 5. The President, by the consent of the majority of 
the Directors, who constitute a quorum, shall have power to 
call a meeting of the Society whenev^ it efeall appear to him 
necessary ; also, as chairman of the Board, he shall have 
power, at his discretion, to call a meeting of the Board* 
And it shall be his duty to call a meeting of the Board when- 
ever requested by three members. 

Abt. 6. The chairman, with five other members of the 
Board, shall form a quorum to do business : in case of the 
chairman's absence, any six inembers. 

AsT. 7. The Board shall have power to apply the fonds 
of the Society according to their discretion, in all cases in 
which they shall not be restricted by the i^ecial direction of 
the Society. 

AsT. 8. They shall have power to appoint and to dismiss 
missionaries, and to transact all other necessary business, 
during the recess of the Society. 

AsT. 9. The Board shall annually exhibit to the Society a 
particular account of the missionaries employed — the places 
where they have been stationed, or to which they have been 
sent — their prospect of success*— also, the state of the funds — 
receipts and expenditures — and whatever else relates to the 
institution. 

Art. 10. The Treasurer shall exhibit, both to the Society 
and Board, the state of the treasury, whenever called upon 
for that purpose. 

Art. 11. The Secretary shall correctly and fairly trans- 
cribe and record the proceedings, both of the Society and 
'Board, in a book furnished by the Society. 

Art. 12. In order more effectually to aid the intentions of 
the ^Society, a subscription shall be kept open for the benefit 

3* 
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of its funds; that all who are disposed may do something to 
promote so laudable an undertaking. 

Art. 13. The annual meetings of the Society shall be 
holden on the day before the meetings of the Madison Asso- 
ciation ; or at such time or place as the Society shall appoint. 

Art. 14. The Society shall have power, at their annual 
meeting) to make such alterations and additions as experience 
may dictate. 

Art. 15. Any member of this Society^ who wishes to 
discontinue his membership, upon paying up his dues shaU 
be dismissed.. 

In the years 1809, 1810, 1811,^e Society continued its 
operations, and as its funds were increasing, it was enabled, 
during that period, to send out the following persons as mis- 
sionaries : 

Elds. Sahnon Morton, Elisha Ransom, Joel Butler, Ashbel 
Hosmer, Hezekiah Eastman, John Lawton, John Peck, Alfred 
Bennett, Nathan Baker, and Jonathan Ferris, who performed 
their several tours to the satisfaction of the Board, and the 
abuAdsint joy of those whom they yisited, and to whom they 
administered the word of life. 

In the beginning of the year 1811 the Society met with a 
severe loss, in the death of Eld. Ora Butler, of Westmoreland j 
son of Eld. Joel Butler. He was a prominent and useful 
member both of the Society and its Board. No minister of hid 
age in the country possessed greater talents^ learning, prudence, 
piety, or in^ence. Hence great expectati(»is were raised of 
his future usefulness in the church, as he was sound in the 
doctrine of the gospel, and an able minister of the New 
Testament. But it pleased the Lord to call him, in the midst 
of his usefulness^ to rest firom his labors, to- the great grief of 
the church of which he was pastor, and of his numerous 
brethren and friends. He died in the 40th year of his age. 
The following was found in the minutes of the Madison 
Association for 1811 : << Since our last meeting it has pleased 
a righteous^ God to call us- to mourning. Our dear brother, 
Ora Butler, has been called from this militant state to join, 
as we humbly trust, the saints in glory. He died January 
16, 1811. This is the first instance in which we have been 
called to witness the seat of any of our brethren in the mis* 
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istry vacated by death since the fonnation of the Otsego 
Association. He died of a painful disorder, but his s^ 
appeared full of glory. He left a striking proof of the 
power of Irvine grace to comfort and support in a dyhig 
hour. 'The memory of the just is blessed !'^' 

The sixth annual meeting was held in North Norwich, 
Sept., 1812. The reports of the missionaries, which were 
very cheering, were r^, and it appeared that the Lord had 
greatly blessed their labors to the comfort of many in the 
wilderness. The state of the funds was very encouraging. 
Yet, notwithstanding the cheering accounts from the mis- 
sionaries, and the pleasing state of the funds, the Society 
was again called to deep mourning, on account of the mys* 
terious dispensation of Divine Providence, in removing, by 
death, its Preddent, Eld. Ashbel Hosmer, who departed this 
life in the fifty-fourth year of his age. He had filled that 
office since the organization of the Society, and did much in 
directing its operations. Notwithstanding the bereavement 
they had met with in the removal of this good man, trusting 
in the Lord, the brethren were encouraged to move forward. 
Accordingly, they proceeded to choose &e following brethren 
as a Board for the year ensuing, viz. Eld. John Peck, 
Pres. Eld. Joseph Coley, Sec. Dea. Warner Goodell, 
Treas. Elds. John Lawton, Alfred Bennett, John Upfold, 
Roswell Beckwith, Jonathan Ferris, Nathan Baker, Daniel 
Hascall, and Br. Thomas Cox, Directors. 

At a meeting of the Board, Feb. 19, 1812, a circumstance 
occurred which gave great encouragement to the Board, as it 
appeared a signal of Divine Providence, to beckon them 
forward in their holy enterprise. Mrs. Betsey Pa3me and 
Mrs. Freedom Olmsted were introduced as a committee from 
the Hamilton Female Society, and presented the following 
letter: 

^ To the Directors of the HamUon Baptut Missionary Society : 

M Brbthkbiy — ^Being sensible of the lost situation into whieh 
the human family have plunged themselves by the fall, and 
that the only way of their recovery is through faith in the 
Redeemer, and ^at it has pleased God, by the foolishness of 
preaching, to save them that believe, and that faith comes 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God, and being 
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instructed that they that preach the gospel shall live of the 
gospel, we have thought it our duty to assist you in your 
laudahle efforts to disseminate the gospel among the destitute ; 
for which purpose we present you with twenty yards of fulled 
cloth, and wish you to receive it, and dispose of it for the 
above purpose. And may the great Head of the church 
increase our zeal, and bless your endeavors for the advance- 
ment of his kingdom. 

^By order, and in behalf, of the Hamilton Female Baptist 
Missionary Society, <<Fbbedom Olmsted, 

"Betsby Payne." 

This was the first Female Society formed in this part of 
the country ; but the noble example was soon followed by the 
formation of similar societies in Cazenovia, Fabius, and 
German : so that the above societies presented to the Board, 
in Feb., 1814, in articles of their own manufacture, the sum 
of «148. 

In 1812 the Board voted to appoint missionaries for the 
ensuing year, for the term of twenty-five weeks. 

The seventh annusd meeting of the Hamilton Baptist 
Missionary Society was holden at Homer, Sept., 1813. 
Reports from the missionaries appointed for the last year 
were so encouraging, as to induce the Board to make 
appointments for the term of thirty weeks for the year ensu* 
ing. We shall now proceed to give extracts from the reports 
of missionaries, and other interesting documents. 



JOURNALS OP MISSIONARIES. 



^XTBACTS FKOK ELD. HEZBKIAH EASTXAK's JOVBNAL OF ▲ 

TOUH TO THE WESTWARD. 

September 22, 1809^ I set out on a tmBaoDBiy tour to the 
Holland Purchase^ On the 28th attended the Ca3ruga Asso- 
ciation— 4Ln agreeable season. On the 30th came to the 
Holland Purchase, and met with Eld. Butler, who informed me 
that a council was to meet at Chautauque lake, to constitute 
a chmch and ordain a minister. October 5th, I had to pass 
the nine mile woods, with only a foot-path and mailed troes. 
It was very cloudy ; night came on, and I soon lost my way—* 
wandered about in the rain, till at last I gave up all hopes of 
finding my way out. I then tied my horse, and walked 
about to avoid suffering with the cold, till about midnight ; 
when the clouds seemed to break away a little, and had some 
more light. I then tried to steer my way through the wood, 
leading my horse and feeling my way. It however soon 
became dark as ever, with wind and rain, and was exceed- 
ingly cold. I still kept creeping on, expecting that I must 
perish. At length I tiiought that God is in the wilderness, 
and a present help in time of trouble. I felt encouraged to put 
my trust in him. At lengtii, directed by a kind Providence, 
I came to a house. On tiie next day came to the lake, and 
with great difficulty passed round tiie point. The wind and 
waves were so high, and I was so wet and cold, that I thou^t 
I must perish ; but after riding dght miles in this condition, 
I came to arouse, got some refireshment, and then rode to 
Canadaway, and met Elds. Butier and Handy. On the 8th 
came to tlus place where tiie council was to meet. On tiie 
10th the councU met; a number {£ bretiiren and sisters pre- 
sented themsdves, and after due examination received Mow- 
ship as a church. 

The chureh then ]»esented Br. Jimes as a candidate for 



38 BAPTIST XI88IONAST COIH^NTION. 

oidination. After due examination, agreed to set him impart 
to the work of the ministry. Elds. Root, Butler, Handy, and 
myself, assisted in the ordination. The season was delight- 
On the 17th returned to Canadaway — ^found Elds. Butler 
and Handy, the Inrethren here desiring us to meet with them, 
to examine into their standing. 

On the 18th met with the brethren, and gave them fellow- 
ship as a church. 

I then continued itinerating from place to place, preaching, 
exhorting, and warning, as I had opportunity, until the 15th 
of November, when I set out on my return home. On the 
18th came to Phelpstown, where was a revival of religion* 
I then continued my journey ; and on the 28th arrived in 
safety at my own house, and found my &mily and friends in 
good health. I feel that the Lord has been with me while 
traveling through the desert and visiting the scattered 
inhabitants of this wilderness. 



TOUS OF EI.D. JOHN PBCK. 

^ To the President and Directors of the Hamilton Missionary 
Society: 

Deah Bhethbex — ^Agreeably to the appointment I received 
from you, I left my family, and the dear people of my charge, 
June 5, 1610, and set out on my tour to the west. I 
preached at different places until I arrived at Eld.^Irish's, in 
Aurelius, where I preached in tile evening, and received much 
instruction, both as to tiie country and people where I was 
going. Next day rode to Phelps, and the next day, being 
Loras day, preached to a crowded and solemn assembly. 
On M oncW I designed to pursue my journey, but by the 
request of Eld. Wisner and the church I staid and attended 
the ordination of Br. William Roe, one of their members. 
I preached in the vicinity daily until the coimcil met. 
Thursday, June 14, the ordination of Br. Wm. Roe was 
attended in the following manner: I tried to preach on the 
occasion, from Psalm cxxvi. 6 ; Eld. Jer^niah Irons offered 
the^rdaining prayer, and laid on hands with Elds. Wisner 
and -Shays; Eld. Sol(Mnon Gooddl gave the cbarge; Eld. 
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Samuel Messenger the hand of Mowship ; Eld. Daniel Irons 
made the concluding prayer. The exercises appeared to be 
attended with the soules of Heaven. 

From thence I pursued my journey and preached in Gorhaniy 
Palmyra, Bloomfield, and lavonia. In Avon I called on Eld. 
Wm. Furman, that aged father in the gospd, and the season 
was agreeable to me. He still appears to be engaged in the 
service of his Divine Master, and though he has b^n called 
to pass through a scene of trials, yet he appears to be wor- 
shiping, leaning on the top of his staff. I parted with him, 
and rode to Batavia — preached in the evening at the court- 
house. Next morning visited the prisoners : some of them 
were confined for passing counterfeit money, and one for 
murder. I gave as good advice as I was able ; I tried to 
demonstrate, &om the confinement they here justly sufifered, 
the prison mankind are in by nature, and to show that Christ 
is the only door to liberty ; and as they expected to have 
their trial shortly, so they, with all mankind, must be tried at 
the bar of God ; and if not prepared by grace, they must 
sink beneath the grave, into that prison where there is no 
hope of reprieve. After this conversation I tried to pray 
with them ; some of them appeared much affected. After 
receiving their thanks for my visit I parted with them. 

I then calculated to go directly to Buffalo, and rode 
thirteen miles. As I got through the eight mile woods, I 
came out to a little settlement of three families, ajud by their 
request I preached a sermon to them; and I believe the 
Lord was present. I had the whole settlement together, and 
one traveler, which made ten souls, and they all seemed to 
listen as for eternity. I then rode five miles, and provid^i* 
tially put up with a Baptist brother for the night ; and by 
request preached the next morning to a solenm assembly. I 
thought tiien to pursue my journey, and took leave of the 
family,leaving them in tears, and went a half a mile to take 
flome refireshment. Here a number of the neighbors had 
collected together, and sc^cited me to tarry longer. Of the 
number, two women desired to go forward in tbe ordinance 
of baptism. I thought, truly, the Lord had more work for 
me here. I consented to spend the next Lord's day with 
them, and to preach to them on Saturday, at lOo'clock ; then 
rode six miles to a new setflement, and fi>uiid two brethren 
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and a few sisters. They had agreed to meet each Lord's 
day for the worship of God ; they seemed to rejoice to see 
me come to visit them in their lonely situation ; there had 
been but one sermon preached in the place by a Baptist, and 
that by old Eld. NUes, of Sempronius. The next day the 
settlement came together, and I tried to preach to them, and 
think it was a comfortable season to my soul ; and it appear- 
ed to be to others. The next day returned to the afore- 
mentioned appointment, and preached at 10 o'clock, A. M., 
to a crowded assembly. After the meeting closed, the two 
women before mentioned, and a young man, came forward, 
and related what the Lord had done for their souls. After 
this I requested that if any one had anything on their minds 
to communicate, they would embrace the opportunity. I 
think there were upwards of a dozen that spoke, the most 
of them being Baptist professors. The season was glorious ; 
and it seemed that the Lord was there in very deed. 

Lord's day, June 24, I preached to the people assembled 
in a grove, there being no house sufficiently large to hold 
them. At the close I baptized three persons, the first that 
were baptized in this part of the country. It was a solemn 
scene, and saints and sinners seemed alike affected. 

June 25, rode to Buffalo, and, at the desire of the people, 
preached in the court-house. Next day rode to Eighteen 
Mile creek, and preached in different places five times ; and 
as the attention and wish of the people appeared so urgent, 
I agreed to spend three dc^s with them tl^ next week. I 
returned to Buffalo, and on Lord's day I delivered two sermons 
in the court-house. The people gave good attention, and 
appeared to be thankful for the visit. On Monday returned 
to Eighteen Mile creek, and preached to the people, who had 
assenu>led in a grove. We then repaired to the water-side, 
and after singing a hymn, and solemn prayer to Grod, I 
baptized a woman; The Lord evidently graced his ordinance 
at this time with his divine presence, ^ter this I preached 
ttxree times befinre I left the neighborhood, and every meeting 
appeared to be attended with some token of Divine approba- 
tion. The ' people, notwithstanding the busy season of the 
y^r, and the roughness of the roads, would travel some even 
ten miles on foot, to hear the word of Crod proclaimed by 
such a feeble instrument. On Thursday returned to Buffiihi^ 
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and preached to a solemn assembly ; then rode to Clarence, 
and on Saturday, as I had agreed, met with the^ brethren in 
conference. I advised them, when here before, to meet in 
conference, and gain acquaintance as to their standing, ideas 
of doctrine, practice, &;c., and try to maintain the worship 
of God. They met at 1 o'clock, P. M. ; the meeting being 
opened, they related their Christian experience, conversed on 
articles of faith, practice, and a covenant ; and there was a 
happy agreement. Then five persons came forward, and 
related what the Lord had done for their souls, and wished to 
be baptized. It was a joyful time. 

Lord's day, Juty 8, 1 preached to a crowded assembly, some 
of whom came from a distance of twenty miles. One man 
came forty miles for the purpose of attending the meeting. 
In the afternoon I preached to the youth ; and a more solemn 
attention I never witnessed. At the close we repaired to 
the water, three miles distant, where I baptized five persons, 
three males and two females. It was a continued scene of 
solemnity. On Monday I thought of setting out for home, 
but duty called me to stay another day. At 10 o'clock, A. 
M ., I met the brethren and sisters in conference, and we had 
an agreeable interview. Twenty-one brethren and sisters 
covenanted together to maintain the worship of God. What 
a beautiful sight in this wildemess ! At 2 o'clock in the 
aflemoon the people assembled for public worship, and I 
preached to them. I was now called to pass through a 
solemn scene. I had formed a short but an agreeable acquaint 
tance, but now we must part. I took an affectionate leave 
of them, not expecting to see them again. Many tears were 
shed. Oh ! how my soul felt to leave them ! — a Uttle handful 
of brethren and sisters, like sheep without a shepherd in this 
wildemess ; some of thmn Uving ten miles aj^, and no one 
to go before them as an under-shepherd. This passage of 
trudi, however,*" comforted me : ^ He shall feed his flock like 
a shej^herd, fie shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry 
them in his bosom*'^ I thought I could leave them in the 
hand of Him that hath said, ^ I will never leave thee nor 
forsake thee." Next day I set out for home, and on Saturday, 
^uly 14, returned safely to my family, and, through the good- 
idess of God, found them in good health. 

From the time when I left home, until my retunit was five 

4 
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weeks and four days, in which time I traveled about fiVe 
hundred and fifty miles,^ attended one council, one ordination, 
four conferences, baptized nine persons, and tried to preaclv 
Ihirty-six times. I have been blessed with health, and think 
I have enjoyed some small share of that peace which the 
world can not give nor take away ; and, though I traveled 
alone, the way did not seem long, nor the time diBagreeable^ 
I subscribe myself, through the grace of 
God^ your unwormy brother and 
servant in the Lor^ 

John Peck. 



ELD. ALFRED BENNETT'S HISSIONABY TOUB. 

On the 24th of Sept., 1810, Eld. Alfred Bennett, of Homers 
agreeably to an appointment from the Society, set out on a 
missionary tour to the westward. On the 29th he arrived 
at a settlement on the Canesius lake, in the southwest comer 
of Livonia — ^preached in the evening to a number of people 
with some freedom* The next day, being Lord's day, he 
preached to a numerous assembly. At the close of ^e 
meeting a female came forward^ and gave a relation of 
her experience, and desired baptieon. He administered the 
holy ordinance; and, it being the first time baptism waa 
administered in that place, it was a solemin and a joyful time.. 
At the water, every countenance seemed fixed in solemn 
attention on the scene, while many feces were wet with tears* 

From thence he passed on to the nattk part of Caledenift,. 
and found a few befievers, but in a cdd state. From thence 
he rode to Clarence, where Br. John Peck had organized a 
conference the July before. Here he continued nine d^s^ 
visiting firom house to house, and preaching daily. His 
interview with the brethren in that place was agreeable.. 
He baptized one person ; two or three others were under 
strong exercises of mind, and one young lady obtained relief 
while he was there. From thence, on the 15th of Oct., he 
rode to Eighteen Mile creek on Lake Erie, and found a goodly 
number of professors, scatteied like sdieep without a shephera. 
He spent eight doLys^ in three several townships, preaching 
and visiting. Eighteen persons ufiited in covenant to main- 
tain gospel order among themaehes. ' It war a solemn and 
joyfiil time— HKMue mourning, some rejmcing.. 
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He then passed on to the middle branch of the BuflUo 
creek, and enjoyed some deUgfatfiil seasons with Christians 
scattered here and there in this vicinity. A few cdlected in 
c<mference with a view to maintain the cause of the Bedeemer 
«meng themsdves. Talcing leave of them, he rode to the 
ninth town, on the fourth range. Here was a small church 
in destitute circumstances, yet comfiMrtably united. He 
preached with than, and then rode to Allen's creek, tenth 
township, first range. Here was a small church engaged in 
i^eligioD, but greatly needed asnstance. Parting with them, 
he went to a neighboring ^setdement on the mnth township. 
Here the Lord was doii^ a marvdous woric. Two were 
baptized by Eld. Irish. He then returned home, after having 
been absent seven weeks and three days, and rode five hun- 
•dred miles, preached fifty<-sevai times, attended one association, 
three eonSaeneea^ two funerals, and baptised two persons. 



TOITB OF ELD. NATHAN BAXBS. 

On the 23d of May, 1811, Eld. Nathan Baker set out on 
« missionary tour to the westward. On the 28th he airived 
at Warsaw, on the Holland Purchase. Here the Lord poured 
4H]t his ;foirit, and oatfaered :aouls into his kingdom-: abeoC 
thirty had been ad&d to the church within a few months. 
On Lord's day, June 2, he preached with the second church 
in Sheldon. Here he finind a number of agreeable brethren, 
who deserved the attention c^.the missionaries. June 5th a 
conference, consisting of Elds; Osbom, Handy, and Jones, 
«rith ddegates from seven phurches, was held in the second 
church in Sheldon, fi>r the purpose 4»f Ibrming a conference 
of churches. The season was deligfatfiil ; it seemed to present 
to view an earnest of ^ ^rious spread of the Redeemer's 
kingdom in this part of the wilderness. How pleasing to 
Ae pious soul, to see the various obstacles giving way to the 
purposes of God ! How enlivening the prospect, that ere 
long the desolate wilds, which now resound with the frightfiil 
yelk of the savage, shall become nipcal with the praises of 
God. 

He then continued ridii^ and preaching until June 1^. 
He pretj^ph^ in Willindc, pa Jpi^bt«$f9P Mile credc, and 
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baptized a female. He then continued preaching from place 
to place, and saw much of the goodness of God. Meetings, 
in general, were very solemn, and the audience very much 
afl^ted. On the 24th he left ihe Purchase, on his return 
home ; and continued his journey, preaching occasionally, 
until July 1, when 1^ arrived at his own house, having been 
absent forty days, and found his fiunily in health. 



AN BXTBACT FHOK ELD. JOHN LAWTON's MISSIONARY TOVS. 

On the 12th of June, 1811, I left home, and rode to 
Homer, where I met with Eld. J. Peck, and the next day we 
rode to Virgil, where we preadied. On the 15th we came 
to Br. Doty's, in Caroline, on the Owego creek. In the 
evening there came in two Africans, who were slaves, one g£ 
them about forty years of age, and member of a Baptist 
church in Virginia : he appears to be much engaged in 
religion. The other was a young man about eighteen years 
of age, newly converted, and desirous of baptism. He gave 
a satisfactory relation of his Christian experience. The 
interview closed with prayer by the young slave, who appears 
to be the Lord's freeman. 

16th, Lord's day morning James,"' the young African, 
came in with another, whose name is Abram, and who was 
desirous of baptism, and gave a satisfactory relation of his 
experience. We then proceeded to the school-house* It 
bemg rainy, many were prevejited from attending ; however, 
there was a handsome collection of people. I preached in 
the forenoon, and Br. Peck in the afternoon. We then 
repaired to Owego creek, because there was much water 
there, and Br.^ Peck went down into the water with the can- 
didates, and he baptized them there ; and when they came 
up out of the water, the candidates went away rejoicing—- 
a most pleasing and solemn season : it brought to mind the 
ancient prediction, ^ Ethiopia shall stretch out her hands unto 

* His proper name is James Haborn. After hit baptism be soonmani- 
felted tbat be possessed a gift that would be asefal in Zion. After a suitable 
trial, tbe church which was constituted in this place gave him a license to 
preach, and by the churches assisting, he purchased his freedom. After 
■that he preached for a season to the colored people in Troy ; and has for a 
BBBibtr of yean been pastor of the Africaa efamoh in New Y ork. 
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•thee." It appears that Grod hath wrought wonderfully aimnig 
these slaves* There are eighteen of them ; one was baptized 
iast winter, and there was a young woman among them who 
•desired bi^[)tism, but could not obtain permission of her master. 
We found a young white woman, who had obtained a hope, 
'and was convinced of believers' baptism, but had not strength 
^o go forward. There is a little handfiil of believers, say 
•eight or ten, who stand in need «f assistance. 

On the 17th we proceeded «n our journey to Candor* 
Here we found a little church ih tried circumstances. On 
the ISih we rode to Owego village, and here, with regret, I 
parted with Eld Peck, who returned homeward.* I then 
jnroceeded on my way alone, preaching every day until the 
^Ist, when, being afflicted with a pleuretic complaint, I was 
bled, and rode to Capt. Harknes's, in Murraysfield, a settle- 
ment in Smithfield, Lycoming -Co*, Penn., and preached in 
the afternoon. Being very much indisposed, I tarried until 
Xiord's day, when I delivered two discourses to the people 
collected. I think I never saw a more solemn, attentive, and 
afiected, assembly, than here, especially in the aflemoon ; 
when the eyes and ears of the audience seemed to be opened, 
and they appeared' to catch every word with avidity. It 
was truly delightful to see a number of blooming youth 
batHed in tears, while many fathers and mothers gave testimony, 
by their weeping, of the power of divine truth. Oh ! may 
«^od in mercy Mess them, and may these hopeful beginnings 
end in the salvation of their sods and the glory of Grod ! 
And may my soul be enabled to praise Grod for what I have 
seen and felt this day. Though I was much indisposed, and 
at one time nearly feinted in the public exercises, yet God 
upheld me, and caused my soul to rejoice. I felt an unusual 
regret in leaving this agreeable people. The professors were 

* He preached in the aftenioonat tlie Tillage, and then rodeto Br. Taylor^e, 
and preached at 6 oVlook. On the neit day preached to a large col- 
lection of people at Br. Taylor*!, and rode to Caroline, preaching by the 
way. At this place a large aetembly convened, to whom he preached— 
a very aolenin and aflecung teaion. A few of the black people assembled, 
:the rest not being permitted to meet on working days. It is worthy of notice, 
that these ix>or slaves held a prayer-raeetmgf every Saturday evening. Neit 
^ay pieaobed at Br. Kingman's, in Virgil, in the afternoon at Br. John J. 
Gee's, iikewke in Tin^ and the neztday returned home, having been absent 
4welve dayit preached fourteen times, and baptized two persons. 

4* 
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of the Presbyterian order, yet very desirous to be remembered 
and assisted by the Society. I think that missionaries would 
find great satisj&ction in visiting this people. 

I then passed on to Burlington, Alba, and Sugar creek, in 
the ^own of Tioga. Here I tarried two days, and found 
eight or ten professors, but in very destitute circumstances. 
They were remote from any church, and in the sp^ce of 
eight years but two Baptist ministers had visited tiiem. 
FrcMn thence I rode to Burlington, and attended church- 
meeting. Met the two Eld. Rich's, father and son, who 
refiiide at this place — ^had a very agreeable season — ^the church 
in unison. Lord's day, dOth, I preached twice and attended^ 
communion. There were between fifty and sixty communi-' 
cants, many of them blooming youth — had a very comfortable 
season. July 1st I left Burlington — ^rode down Sugar creek, 
and passed over to Tawanda creek — ^preached at Br. Crofut's 
— an affecting season — a number of blooming youth in tears. 
3d of July, preached at Mr. Wilcox's, on Tawanda. Here 
were two young women that were at meeting yesterday, and 
had rode seven miles this day to attend meeting. I then 
rode to the mouth of Tawanda creek — preached in the schod- 
house — ^had an agreeable time. I then crossed the Susque- 
hannah' river, passed up the Wysox creek^ from thence to 
the Wyalusing, and so on to Bethany, in the county of 
Wayne — preached twice in the court-house in Bethany, then 
returned through Hartford to the town of Rush, on Wyalusing 
creek, where I had an appointment — preached to a solemn 
and attentive assembly. I then returned to Wysox, and 
preached to the people. Here I find a little handful of 
Baptist professors, but no church within twenty miles of them. 
Indeed, all this part of the country is very destitute of 
preaching. 

On the 13th I left Wysox, on my way home, and came to 
Candor ; on the next day I delivered two discourses to the 
people. Here I had the pleasure of witnessing some of the 
pleasing effects of fir. Peck's preaching in this place on his 
return home. This church has passed through great trials, 
and have excluded a number of its members on account of 
their adherence to David Jaynes, and his odious tenets. On 
Monday I preached twice — 16th rode to Lisle — ^heard Mr. 
Bull, a Presbyterian, preach the funeral sermon X)f a young 
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man tiiat was killed by ligfatning. On the Idth <^ July I 
returned home, and found all weU, having, in the space of 
five weeks and three days, traveled four hundred and twenty 
miles, and preached thirty-seven times. The country through 
which I travded is almost entirely destitute of the preached 
gospel. It is truly aflfecting to see with what avidity many 
will try to hear the word, ^diile at the same time others are 
lamenting their destitute situation. 

I ranain, dear hrethrai, 3rour unworthy 
brother in the goq>el <^ Christ, 

John Lawtox. 



EXTRACT FROM ELD. A8HBEL HOSXEB's LAST T017B. 

On the 22d of October, 1811, I left my family, and set 
out on a missionary tour to the westward, preaching as I 
had (^portunity, until the 29th, when I arrived at Clarence, 
on the Holland Purchase. On the dOth a council met at the 
house of Br. Johnson, for the purpose of ordaining Br. Bell. 
The council, after due examination, agreed to unite with the 
church in setting apart Br. Bell to the work of the ministry 
by solemn ordination. I preached the sermon, and assisted 
in the ordination, together with Elds. Furman, Goodale, and 
Crorton— a very comfcnrtable season. I then returned to 
Batavia, and proceeded on my way, preaching in Caledonia 
and Riga, until the 5th of November, when I arrived at 
Grenesee, and preached near Br. White's. On the 6th, in 
company with Br. White, set out for Nunda. This day rode 
thir^ miles, through the most barren desert that I ever saw 
^-passed the (xenesee river about dark. Here I found dear 
Br. Groodale, who had previously arrived, and appointed a 
meeting at Br. Hammer's. Here is a new settlement. 
Some of the people recdved the news of the meeting at 
sunset, and came, both men and women, two miles and a half 
on foot, to hear preaching. After we had both preached, 
went two or three miles, and between 12 and 1 o'clock 
obtained some refreshment. 

On the 6th I set forward, accompanied by a brother who 
conducted me through the Indian settlements. We crossed 
the river. I then proceeded on my way, through exceeding 
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bad roadsy to C&ndea : tbe peopte collected — ^I preached, and 
then conversed with them concerning the conduct of one 
Isaiah Smith, a man who had forfeited his character, but was 
preaching and baptizing in those parts. I then continued 
my travels, preaching every opportunity, until the 13th, when 
i arrived, at Danville, wbere I visited a sick wixman, who 
appealed just departing, but enjoying much consolation* On 
the 14th I rode to May Mills, in Sparta ; fix»n this place I 
rode a circle of one hundred miles, and have found but one 
minister, a few licensed Methodists excepted. On the 16th 
rode to Nunda, and on the next day returned to Br. Ham- 
mer's, and met the people, some of whom came seven or eight 
miles to meeting. I preached one sermon, tl^n baptized a 
woman, and a girl fifteen years of age — had a conference to 
consult on the expediency of forming a church. On the 
18th rode to the seventh town, first range, and preached at 1 
o'clock. The evening was taken up in hearing experiences. 
19th, met at 9 o'clock — ^preached on the subject of baptism ; 
then baptized two men, one female, and a boy fourteen years 
of age. On the 21st rode to the river, and met the pec^le ia 
a conference — agreed on sending for a council for forming a 
church ; then h^ird experiences ; then repaired, to the water, 
and baptized five males and two females. 22d, an afflicting 
Bcene in parting. I then rode on, preaching and exhorting, 
as opportunity offered, until the 25th9 when I arrived at 
Naples, at the head of the Hemlock lake. Here I found 
twelve families. I advised them to set up meetings. I then 
proceeded on my travels, preaching every opportunity ; and 
on Friday, 6th of December, arrived in irafety at my own 
house in Hamilton, having been absent forty-five days, and 
preached forty times, attended one council and ordination, 
three conferences, one church-meeting, and baptized eleven 
pers(»is. I have found my health and strength increase. I 
have not wanted for attentive auchences. And what good 
will come of it, I must leave with Him who is infinite in 
wisdom. 

I remain, dear brethren, your afiectionate 

brother and fellow-laborer in the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

AsHBEIi HosXfiB. 
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TOUR OF ELD. JOHN UFFOLD. 

To the President and IHrectars of the HamiUm Baptist 
Missionary Society : 

Dbably Beloved Bkethren — ^Agreeably to a previous 
appointaent, I have latdy performed a missioii of three weeks. 
I .left hcHne May lOth, and travded northward as far as Lake 
Ontario, preaching in nearly all the destitute settlenients I 
could find in my way. My opportunities of preaching were 
as fdlowsy viz. Twice in Manlius, four times in CamilluSy 
seven times in L3rsander, six times in Hannibal, once in 
Volney, once at Oswego Falls, and six times in Cicero ; 
making in the whole twenty-seven sermons which I delivered 
to a very destitute people. During my mission I generally 
preached wi& free^kmi of mind, and my hearers appeared 
solemn, and in scxne instances to receive the word gladly. I 
believe that a people more destitute of goep^ preaching wiU 
scarcely be found in America ; nor, perhaps, a peoj^e that 
will treat the missionaries with greater respect tluin those to 
wlH»n I have been preaching ; and such are my feelings for 
them, that I am willing to make th^n another missionary 
visit, if Grod in his providence will permit. 

I remain, d^r brethren, yours, very sincerely, 

John Upfold. 

Fabhts, June 17, 1818. 

At the eiglx^ annual meeting of the Society, holden at 
Hamilton, Sept., 1814, the reports of the missionaries were so 
pleasing, that the Board thanked God, and, taking courage, 
i^pcnnted misiionaries for forty Weeks. 

It had been for a long time considered highly important 
that a religious pi^r i^ould be established for the benefit of 
the Baptist denomination. Several resolutions had been 
passed by the Otsego Association for the purpose. But no 
efficient measures were adopted to effect so desirable an 
object until April, 1814, wl^n Elds. Peter P. Root, Daniel 
Hascall, John liiwton, and John Peck, upon their own 
responsibility, commenced the publication of a magazine of 
forty-eight pages duodecimo, three times a year, entitled 
^The Yehitle/' The first numb» was publubed in May, 
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1814 ; the second in August. At the meeting of the Society, 
Sept., 1814, the proprietors of the magazine, considering that 
the avails of the publication might be of advantage to the 
funds, made an offer of the same to the Society, to be pub- 
lished under their patronage, when the following preamble 
and resolution were passed : 

^ Wherea% the proprietors of ^ The Vehicle ' have made an 
offer of the same to the Society, so tiiat the avails may 
Jiccrue to the funds, therefore, 

^ Resolved, u^anincMKAy, That this Society accept of said 
offer." 

The Society then appointed Elds. John Lawton, J<^n Peck, 
and Daniel Hascall, editors, (subsequently Elds. N. Kendrick, 
T« Purinton, and A. Bennett, were associated with them,) 
and Eld. J. Peck general agent. This work was continued 
through four volumes, consisting of forty-five numbers, when, 
at the union of the Society with the Convention, it was 
merged in the Register* 

At the close of the first volume the title was altered to 
the ^ Western Baptist Magazine," and published quarterly. 
The benefits of the ~ publication, in ccHumunicating rdi^oos 
knowledge, kindling a naissionary spirit, and shedding light 
upon the movements of the Christian world, are too weH 
known to need any ^ommemL 

The eighth annual meeting of the Hamilton Baptist Mis- 
flionary Society was held at Morrisville, Sept., 1815. The 
secretary and treasurer presented their reports. It appeared 
the Lord had so blessed the operations and increased the funds 
of the Society, that they were induced id appoint missionaries 
for forty weeks. It was resolved that tiie Board be directed to 
make application to the Legidature for an act of incorpora- 
tion. It was further resolved that the Board be instructed 
to pay its missionaries five dollars per week for their services. 
At this meeting Eld.^ John M. Peck, as an agent firom Eld. 
Luther Rice, met the Society, and solicited aid for the Board 
of Foreign Missions. The brethren had previously been 
informed of the chan^ of views of Br. Judson and wife, 
and also of Br. Rice, m rdation to the mode and subjects of 
baptism. They had learned that Br. Judson and wi& were 
£one to Burmah, and that Br. Rice had returned to solicit 
^mds to support the missicm; and alsD that a |;ene(ral con* 



HAIOLTON lOMIOirAET tOCISTT. 51 

ventioQ had been formed for the purpose of sustaining 
missions among the heathen* It was with [Measure that a 
number of bxetbren formed themselves into a Society, to be 
known by the name of the ^ Madison Sociefy, auxiliary to 
the Baptist Convention of the United States for Foreign 
Missions." About the same time the Utica Foreign Mission 
Society was formed, which has done much for the support of 
the great cause of foreign missitms* 

But, notwithstanding the ardent zeal enkindled in the 
Ibieasts of the brethren for evangdi:dng the heathen^ yet thdr 
ardor for 8up[4ying the destitute at home was not abated, but 
increased. They believed then^ as experience has since 
taught, that these precioos interests are only parts of one 
▼ast field, which the great Head <^ the church has embraced 
in one commission, whose infiuence cm each other is recipro> 
cally beneficial. Home is the foundation of foreign 
operations, and foreign prosperity kindles up expansive desires 
and noble energy at home. It becomes, therefore, all the 
saints to see to it that the high responsibilities attached to 
each are faithfiilly discharged. The Lord has given ample 
treasure to his people to meet all the claims he makes upon 
them for those great interests, and the saints more and more 
perceive and feel it. Of what benefit would be all the wealth 
which God is pouring into the coffers of his children, if he 
did not provide these blessed ways for its expenditure I It 
would certainly ruin them ; they would be fearfully exposed 
to the consumption of it on their appetites and lusts. 

The ninth annual meeting of the Hamilton Baptist Mis. 
nonary Society was held at Cazenovia, Sept. 10, 1816. The 
r^>ort of the Board was received, by which it appeared, that 
they had employed missionaries, firom whom they received 
accounts of the performance of fifty^one weeks' service the 
year past. The reports were exceedingly cheering, and 
neatly encouraged the Society to go forward in their labor. 
They then proc^ded to the choice of officers, as follows : 

Eld. Jolm Peck, Pres. John Lawton, Sec. Daniel Lath* 
rop, Treas. Elds. Joseph Cdey, Nathan Baker, and Bm. 
Ebenezer Wakely, John Keep, Samuel Torrey, Jonathan 
C)lmsted,JosephCard,Thoma8Cox,Director8. ThePresident, 
Secretary, and Treasurer, were continued in their respective 
afltoe« until the umcn of the two<bodie« : in 1825, alw). Eld. 
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John Peck general agent. The Mowing brethi^n, at di£fer« 
ent periods, were subsequently elected members of the Board : 
Elds. Nathan Peck, Frederick Freeman, Daniel Hascall, 
Alfred Bennett, O. Warren, Thomas Purinton, Nathaniel 
Cole, Nathaniel J. Gilbert, Philander Kelsey, Robert Powell, 
John S. King, and Bm. James Nickerson, Isaac Rindge, and 
Charles W. Hull. Bm. Wakeley and Olmsted, being mem. 
hers of the Legislature, were appointed to present to that 
body the petition for an act of incorporation, and conduct 
the matter as agents of the Society. The Board, at their 
subsequent meetings, appointed missionaries for the term of 
eighty weeks for the year ensuing. 

The tenth annual meeting oif the Society was held at 
North Norwich, Sept. 9, 1817. An interesting report of the 
Board was read, by which it appeared that the Lord still 
smiled on their labors, and blessed the efforts of their mis- 
sionaries in preaching to the destitute. These cheering 
results served greatly to strengthen their hands and encourage 
their hearts to persevere in their laudable work. At t^ 
meeting the act of incorporation was received, and read as 
follows : 

CHARTER. 

An Act to incorporate the Hamilton Baptist Missionary 
Society.^ (Passed March 28, 1817.) 

Whereas, John Peck, and certain other persons, have 
formed themselves into a Society by the name and style of 
the ^ Hamilton Baptist Missionary Society," for the purpose 
of propagating the gospel among the destitute, and have 
prayed to be incorporated, the better to promote their bene- 
volent design, therefore, 

Be it enacted^ by the People of the State of New York^ 
represented in the Senate and Assmhly^ That aU such persons 
as now are, or hereafter may become, members of said Society, 
according to such rules as they may agree upon or establifili, 
shall be, and hereby are, ordained, constituted, and appointed, 
a body politic and corporate, in fact and in name, by the name 
of the << Hamilton Baptist Missionary Society." And by that 
name they, and their successors, shall and may have succes- 
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mon, and shall be persons, in law, capable of suing, and 
being sued, pleading and being impleaded, in all courts and 
places whatsoever, in aU manner of action and actions, suits, 
matters, causes, and complaints, whatsoever. And that they 
and their successors may have a common seal, and may 
change and alter the same at pleasure. And abo that they 
and ti^eir successors, by the name of the << Hamilton Baptist 
Missionary Society,** shall be, in law, capable of purchasing, 
holding, and conveying, any estate, real or personal, for the 
use of said Society ; provided always that such real or 
personal estate shaU not at any time exceed the annual value 
of two thousand dollars. 

§ 2. And he U further enacted^ That, for the better canying 
into effect the objects of the said Society, the officers of the 
same shall consist of eleven directors, to wit : a President,. 
Secretary, Treasurer, and eight other directors, who shall hold 
their office for one year, or until others are chosen in their 
stead, and shall be elected on the second '^Tuesday in September, 
in each year, or at such 'other time, and at such place, as the 
corporation shall from time to time appoint. And that every 
election shall be by ballot, by a majority of the members pres- 
ent at such meeting. 1 

§ 3. Be itfurtlusr enacted^ That the following persons shal 
be the first directors of the said Society, to wit : John Peck» 
first President ; John Lawton, first Secretary ; Daniel La- 
throp, first Treasurer; and Joseph Coley, Nathan Baker, 
John Keep, Thomas Cox, Samuel Torrey, Joseph Card, Alfred 
Bennett, uid Samuel Payne, other Directors of said Society ; 
aU of which Directors shall hold their office respectively until 
the second Tuesday of next September, or until others be 
chosen in their stead. 

§ 4. And he it further enacted, That, at every meeting of 
the Directors of the said Society, when six Directors are met, 
they shall be a quorum for transacting any business concern- 
ing said Society which may come before them, or may adjourn 
from time to time, as circumstances may require. 

J 5. And he it further enactedj That the said corporation^ 
their successors, shall have full power to make, constitute» 
ordain, and establish, such bye-laws, rules, and regulations, as 
they fi:t>m time to time shall judge proper for the management, 
w«ll-being, and legolating, tiie said Society, provided always 

5 



S4 mjlptibt missionast coNy&KTioir. 

that no regulation shall be made in any wise to control the 
religious principles^ or affect the rights of conscience, of any 
person whatsoever ; and provided further, that such bye-laws,^ 
rules, and regulations, be not repugnant to the constitution 
and laws of the United States, or of this State. 

§ 6. And be it further enacted^ That this act be, and is, 
hereby declared to be a public act ; and shall be construed in 
all courts and places benignly and favorably for every purpose 
therein intended, 

§ 7. And he it further enacted^ That this act shall be and re- 
main in force and virtue for the term of twenty-five years, provi 
ded, nevertheless, that, if the said Society shall appropriate their 
funds, or any part thereof to any purpose or purposes other 
than those intended and contemplated by this act, or shall at 
any time pass any law or regidation affecting the rights of 
conscience, that thenceforth said corporation shall cease, and 
be void ; and provided, further, that nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to prevent the Legislature at any time, in 
their discretion, within the said period, fhnn altering or 
repealing this act. 

» 

At a subsequent meeting of the Board at North Norwich, 
the act of incorporation was read and approved. The Society 
directed their President to present the thanks of the Society 
to Brn. Wakeley and Olmsted, for their faithful and assiduous 
services in obtaining the act of incorporation. 

They then proceeded to the choice of officers. 

The Society then voted to adjourn, to meet at Delphi, on. 
the Wednesday after the Sd Lord's day in February next. 

The new Board met immediately, and appointed missiona- 
ries for the term of seventy-ibur weeks. 

Having now approached the period when the Baptist 
Education Society of the State of New York was formed, 
the object of which was so intimately connected with the 
prosperity of domestic and foreign missions, we shall proceed 
to give a brief account of its rise and progress. In doing 
this, we shall draw, without reserve, firom documents already 
published, what may serve our purpose, both in fact ami' 
language. We deem it advisable to present, in a consecutive 
and unbroken view^ the origin, character, and present state^ 
of the institutioii. 



A BRIEF ACCOUNT 



<0F THE BAPTIST EDUCATIOIT 800IBTT OF THX 8TATX OF IV. T. 

This institution seems to have had its origin in the necesri- 
ties of the churches ; and it now occiq>ies an elevation to 
whichy it is believed^ God has called it by the increasing 
demands of his churches and his <»use« This interesting 
^ture of its history wiU be readily discovered by tracing its 
-course from its origin to the present time. In the year 1817 
the Baptist denomination in this State numbered about three 
hundred and ten churches, two hundred and thirty minister^ 
:and twenty-eight thousand members. The character of the 
ininistryy at and before that time, is too well known to need 
description. Their godliness, their zeal for the truth in its 
purity, their laborious fidelity, and their success in winning 
490uls for Christ, ** wiU be had in everlasting remembrance* 
'Especially now it is needless lor the pen of eulogy to record 
their praise, while so many hearts still beat among us, on 
which, as ^ living epistles,^ are written their ^letters of ann- 
mendation," the memory of their worth. But with this just 
tribute to their excellence must be coupled the acknowledge- 
•ment, that, in those iimwrtant aids which human learning imd 
intellectual culture am>rd to the servants of the gospel, they 
^ere comparatively deficienti This they deeply realized, anid 
&lt the importance of having something done to aid ihoee 
who were coming forward to engage in the ministry. At the 
period above mentionedt there were, in the entire State west 
•of the Hudson river, only three ministers who had received a 
coUegiate education. Meantime the^ause of general educa- 
tion was advancing. Light was more and more diffused 
throughout the conununity ; the public mind was becoming 
more intelligent, and the public taste more refined ; the advo- 
icates of error, from its most tolerable to its most fearful fofqof, 
nrere bringing increased resources to its defense ; and & 
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whole business of a religious instructor, both in the church 
and in the world, was becoming more complicated and diffi- 
cult. The work of missions had also been going on for 
years with increasing success. There was an imperious call 
for ** able ministers ci the new testament," both at hcHne and 
abroad. To meet this demand, God was raising up young 
men for the ministry in many of the churches : but no pro- 
vision had been made for their education. 

Under these circumstances, a few friends of the Savior felt 
the importance of doing something to aid these youths in 
tiieir preparation for the work before them. 

God seemed to be speaking in the necessities of his cause, 
and calling on them to engage in this enterprise. For the 
better accomplishment of the object, <<The Baptist Education 
Society of the State of New York" was formed, on the 24th 
of Sept., 1817. It consisted, at first, of only thirteen persons, 
each of whom subscribed to pay $1 annually. Althou^ 
some minor amendments have since been made to the consti- 
tution of the Society, its fundamental principles remain 
unaltered. The simple and exclusive object of the organi- 
zation, was, the improvement of the Christian ministry. Its 
funds are specificaUy appropriated to the aid of indigent and 
approved candidates, and none are admitted to participate in 
its benefits except such as have obtained the approbation of 
the churches, and fiimish continued evidences of personal 
piety and a call to the gospel ministry. Tliese are essential 
^tures in the plan of this Society. It was founded in the 
belief that God selects his own ministers ; and no measure 
contravening this principle can be admitted, without sacrifi. 
cing the comdence of the churches. Whenever it shall be 
the means of raising up a graceless ministry to take the 
oversight of the flock, it will have lost its original character, 
and merited the reprobation of the people of God. 

The winter following its formation, a number of young 
men applied for assistance, the first of whom was our Br* 
Wade, now a devoted laborer on Burman shores : Br. Elin. 
caid entered soon after. He became a member of the same 
class with Br. Wade, whom he soon followed to the same field 
*of labor, to exhibit the same intrepid fidelity in his Master^ 
*lt6i-vice, and to reap the same glorious reward in souls won 
'fifom heathenism for Christ and m heaven. The divine bless^ 
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ing which attends and pvoepeis the lahoraof such nien,«eems 
in the nature of a sanction to thexneans ^nployed to prepare 
Ihem for the work. For two years the students were tau|^C 
by private instruction and at acad^nies ; but in the spring 
<i 1820 a Literary and The<dogical Instituticm was opened 
in the village of Hamilton, Madison Oo., for the education of 
all -under the patronage of the Society, and such as might 
afterwards be received. In its infancy, with Jittle experience 
•and less means, it was unable to go nur in opening the foun^ 
tains of science and thedc^, and in giving to an unexpected 
number of young men that mental culture and pecuniary aid 
which were desirable; nor, indeed, were many of its bene- 
Bciaries, on account of their advanced age, and other cir- 
cumstances, prepared for anything more than a limited 
course. As the Institution has advanced, these difficulties have 
diminished, and circumstances have increased its opportuni-. 
ties for efficient action, and enhanced its ccMrrei^nding 
responsibilities. The same intimations of the Divine pleasure, 
which encouraged the original formation of the Institution, 
have from time to time required the farther extension of its 
^an and the multiplication of its means of usefulness. 
The whole course of study, at first ad<^ted, embraced a 
f>eiiod of only three years ; some time after it was extended 
to four, and now occupies six, years. The course is divided 
into four years ibr coUegiate and two for theological studies. 
The time required ibr a complete education, at common 
colleges and theological Jieminaries, is seven years. By the 
arrangement at Hamilton, therefore, a year is saved to each 
^student ; and in the education of a hundred young men 
a hundred years of ministerial labor are secured to the 
church and to the world. This saving of time is made, it is 
believed, without the sacrifice of any amount of the mental 
discipline and theological knowledge essential to a thorough 
education. The unity of plan, and the harmony of opera- 
tion, which, in that institution, ^combine the collegiate and 
theological studies into one single and complete course, present 
advantages to the students there, ^superior, perhaps, to uiy 
that can be furnished at our common colleges and seminaries 
in their separate conditions. 

It will be understood that the extension of the classical 
eoiune does not supersede a linrited one, embracing English 
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and theological studies, adapted to the circamstances of 
yomig men for whom the other would not he advisable* 
Four years are* allowed to complete this course ; and those 
who enter upon it, somewhat advanced in the common 
English branches, may do it in lees time. 

This is regarded by the Faculty as an important branch 
of the Institution,*and to the young men who prefer taking 
it, every facility is afibrded for prosecuting it with success. 

An Academic department has also been organiased, com- 
prising a course of two years lor preparatory studies. The 
same racilities for redeeming time are afforded here. Un- 
der the vigilant culture of the principal and his assistants, a 
student in that department will accomplish a greater amount 
of preparation for his higher course, in one year, than he 
would at an ordinary academy in a much longer time. 

The entire plan, then, embraces that of an ordinary 
academy, college, and theological seminary — so united as to 
save more than a year from the whole, and so harmonizing 
and mutually aiding each other as to furnish the means of a 
more thorough theological education than are usually found 
elsewhere. 

To meet the increasing necessities of the Institution, the 
Faculty has from time to time been enlarged, and now 
embraces eight instructors, who are aided, as they need, by 
efficient assistants. 

Although the organization of this Institution is such as 
to provide for the whole course of ministerial education, 
both literary and theological, and in this respect differs from 
all others in the country, its managers have constantly dis- 
claimed any aim at originality. They appear at all times 
to have watched, with humble yet wise fidelity, the indica- 
tions of Providence, and have uniformly endeavored to bring 
to bear upon its interests the 'experience of former times, 
the increasing light of science, the combined wisdom of the 
age, and the continued developements of the counsels of 
grace. The Institution is located on a farm of dne hundred 
and seventy acres in the viUage of Hamilton. Its site is 
eligible and commanding. Nature has done much for the 
bold and beautiful hill on which the buildings have beeii 
erected, and rendered it capable of improvement to an almost 
snlimited extent. It overlooks the fertile valley in which 
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the village is aituated, commanding a prospect of very con- 
aderaUe extent and yariety. The scene is altogether one 
of interest, and &Torable in its influence on the taste and 
fedings of the students. 

Since tiie fonnation of the Society, about one hundred 
and fifty young brethren have taken their entire course of 
education at tt^ Institution ; upwards of two hundred more 
have been assisted to some extent, who have entered the 
field of their labors; and the present number in all the 
departments is one hundred and seventy. Fourteen have 
gone out from this Institution as missionaries to ESastem 
Asia, one to Afirica, and twdve into the Great Western 
Valley* There are now as many as fifty in the Institution 
who are prqNiring for foreign missions ; between twenty- 
five and thirty fiv Eastern Asia, and others for western 
nussions. 



HAMILTON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

We return now to the proceedings of this Society, which 
met at Ddphi, Feb. 17, 1818. After attending to some 
business of minor importence, it was resolved that the time 
of the annual meeting be changed to the Wednesday follow- 
ing the 8d Lord's day in February, and also that at each 
annual nteeting a sermon be preacl]^,and a cdlection taken 
finr the benefit of tiie funds. 

The doings of the Board for the year will be seen in the 
report of t^ next annual meeting. The Society then 
adjourned to meet at Cazenovia, on the Wednesday after the 
8d Lord's day in Feb., 1819. 

The Society held their eleventh annual meeting in Caze- 
novia, Feb. 24, 1819. Eld. Frederick Freeman preached, 
from Romans x. 14. A collection of $10 was taken for the 
foreign and domestic missions. Hie Board presented their 
report, which was read and accepted. Their officers were 
then chosen. After the choice of officers, ten female societies 
presented donations to the amount of $320 57. The next 
annual meeting is to be held at De Ruyter. 

We will now give an extract firom the reportof the Board, 



00 BAPTIST inSSIONABT CONVEMTION. 

presented at the above meeting of the Society, Feb* 24^ 
1819. 

^Dbajel Bbethbbn — ^The time of our service having 
expired, it becomes our duty to render an account of our 
stewardship* We have endeavored to keep in sight the 
great object the Society has in view, which is to disseminate 
the blessed truths of the gospel among the destitute. Accor* 
dingly, it has been our study to seek those places which 
were most destitute ; but in this we needed great wisdom, 
and our minds were oflen deeply affected with a view of the 
situation of our country in respect to a preached gospd* 
What a wide waste lies around us ! In almost every direc- 
tion we see vast numbers of precious immortals destitute of 
the bread of life, and almost every passing breeze wafls to 
our affected ears a Macedonian cry, < Come over, and help 
us !' Amidst these circumstances, we have acted according 
to our best judgment; and if we have erred, it is, we trust, 
from the head, and not from the heart. 

^ We have, since our appointment, employed the following 
missionaries : Eld. Daniel Hascall, six weeks ; Samuel 
ChurchiU, six weeks ; Peter P* Roots, twenty-two we^s ; 
John Lawton, eighteen weeks ; Solomon Johnson, twenty 
weeks ; Roswell ^eckwith, eight weeks ; J* Ferris, three 
weeks ; Cyrus Andrews, nine weeks and three days ; Fred* 
Freeman, four weeks and four days ; Nathan Peck, eight 
weeks and five days ; Timothy Sheppard, fourteen weeks 
and six days. All these have made a return of their labor. 
We have also appointed Eld. Hanks, thirteen weeks'; War- 
ner Goodell, six weeks; Eld* E* M* Spencer, ten weeks ; 
Eld* Rufus Freeman, twelve weeks; Eld* Galusha, six 
weeks ; Eld. Nathan Baker, six weeks ; Eld. John Peck, four 
weeks ; Eld. Dutcher, six weeks ; Eld. Bennett, four weeks ; 
Eld. Purinton, four weeks ; and Elder Throop, four weeks. 
From these we have received no returns, yet have reason to 
believe that much of the service is performed* 

** Eld* John Peck was appointed agent for the Society, to 
visit missionary societies already formed, and to organize 
others, and to endeavor to stir up the public to contribute to 
the funds of the Society. In the appointment of missiona- 
ries, and in designating the field of operations, we have not 
been actuated by loctd prejudices, but have endeavored to 
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keep in view the best interests of Zion. Some of oar mis- 
sionaries have traveled through the northern counties of this 
State, in the towns contiguous to the St. Lawrence ; while 
others, passing south of the Cayuga lake, have proclaimed a 
risen Savior through numerous towns, to Lake Erie. Others, 
again, have found their way into Upper Canada, and made 
known the word of God on the regions around Lake Ontario ; 
while some have penetrated the fertile State of Ohio, and 
there dispensed the word of life. 

'^ As it is not the intention of the Society to have the funds 
lie useless, you will perceive that we have made appointments 
exceeding all former examples. We have appointed mission- 
aries for a term equal to the labors of one missionary for three 
years, six months, and two weeks. 

"We have received accounts of the performance of two 
years and fthirty weeks' service. The consequence, is, that 
our funds are nearly exhausted. Tou will readily perceive 
the necessity of further exertions on the part of the Society, 
and all the friends of truth, in order to enaUe the Board to 
pursue their laudable designs. 

'^It is possible that some cold-hearted calculators may cen- 
sure us for imprudence in the numerous appointments we 
have made. But we presume there is not a bosom in which a 
iq>ark of divine, philanthropy glows, but would act in the 
same manner, in similar circumstances. 

^To hear the numerous calls and earnest entreaties for help- 
to witness the ecstatic joy that is often apparent upon being 
visited by a minister of the gospel — ^the satisfaction enjoy^ 
in such interview — ^the earnuest solicitations for a renewal 
and continuance of such favor&— the multitude of tears shed 
on the occasion of parting — is enough to melt the most flinty 
heart, and reduce apathy itself to the tenderest sensibilities, 
to excite the most unwearied exertions, and secure the most 
liberal contributions for so noble and godlike a purpose. 
Without the continued exertions of the friends of truth, the 
Board must discontinue their operations, and in unavailing 
sorrow sit down and listen to the pathetic cries of the desti- 
tute, without the means of afibrding any relief. 

"What ! must it be so, that this Society, which has arisen 
to such respectability, and in the coarse often years dispensed 
so many Uessings, and upon whom the blessing of thousands 
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of destitute souls has come^ — must it now terminate its course, 
and cease its pious labors? Nay, it can not be! Our trust 
is in Him, whose is the earth and the fullness thereof, and in 
whose hand are the hearts of all flesh, and who can turn them 
as the rivers of water are turned. He who hears the young 
ravens cry, and supplies their wants, will hear the cries of his 
destitute children, and will provide for their relief. And we 
^have the fullest confidence in your benevolence and Christian 
philanthropy, and believe that you will continue your laudable 
exertions in tiiis glorious cause. 

<< Since our last meeting, God has seen fit to call off from a 
world of sin and sorrow, and from a scene of pain and distress, 
to a world of joy and love, our dear and venerable father in 
the gospel, £ld. Elisha Ransom, who has lone been a usefiil 
member of this Society. His labors are terminated, and his 
.soul is at rest in the bosom of his dear Redeemer. We, 
brethren, must soon fi>llow him into the eternal world. Let 
us be prepared ; and while we live, let us not be weary in well- 
^loing, knowing that in due season we shall reap, if we fidnt 
not. By order of the Board, 

"John Peck, President. 

"John Lawton, Secretary.^^ 



The twelfth annual meeting of the Hamilton Baptist His* 
sionary Society was held at De Ruyter, Feb. 23, 1820. TIms 
Secretary's and Treasurer's rejport were read, and accepted. 
Twenty-eight Female Societies, and one Toung Men's 
Society, presented donations to the amount of ^51 49. 
Then proceeded to choose officers for the year ensuing; after 
which they adjourned, to meet at Hainilton, on the Wednei^ 
day after the third Sabbath in Feb., 1621 — ^Eld. Lane to 
preach the introductory sermon. Eld. Bennett his substitute. 

From 1819 to 1820 was an important season. The calls 
from the destitute were so numerous, that the Board ventured 
to appoint missionaries for one hundred and sixty. nine weeks. 
Also, there was a call from the aboriginals in the wilderness, 
for assistance in their distressed circumstances. Much time 
was spent in inquiring into their situation, and laying a 
foundation for efibrts to ameliorate their condition. This 
required more fimds than the Board possessed. Hence they 
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(as will be* seen by the report) took measures to augment 
their funds. We now give the following extract from the 
report: 

'^ After our appointment, we began to feel impressions with 
respect to the duty we owed to the Indians in this State, as 
well as to our own people ; to accomplish which we found it 
necessary to adopt means to increase our funds. With thia 
view, we appointed Eld. J. Peck an agent, to visit the several 
female societies, to encourage them, and to organize new 
ones, and to increase a missionary spirit in the public mind.- 
His exertions were crowned with unexpected success, as will 
appear from his report.^ 



BKPOBT OF THE AOEITT. 

Dear Bhethbex — ^I feel it my duty to present you with 
the following abstract of my labors, agreeably to your appoint- 
ment. In March, 1818, 1 visited the people in MorrisviUe ; 
where, aflter preaching a sennpn, and making some explana- 
tory remarks, with the assistance of Eld. Lawton, I formed 
a Female Missionary Society, consisting of twenty. nine 
members. Three brethren united with the Hamilton Baptist 
Missionary Society. 

May 10. Visited the Female Society in Hamilton, and de- 
livered a discourse ; after which eleven persons united with 
the Society, and twelve men with the H. B. M. S. 

12. Preached to the Female Society in Eaton. Twelve 
females were added to the Society, and twelve males to the H.. 
B* M. S. 

13. I met with tbe peqple in Nelson, and preached to 
them ; after which organized a Female Society, consisting 
of ninety^one members. Three males united with the H. B. 
M. S. This was a s(^mn time, and will, I believe, be long 
remembered by some of the assemUy. 

18. Preached in Solon, and organized a Female Society, 
consisting of twenty-five females. One man united with the 
H. B. M. S. 

20. Preached to the females in Truxton, where sixty-four 
females united in a Society, and seven males joined the H. Br 
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24. Preached in Cazenovia village. Formed a Female 
Society, consisting of thirty-six members. Here the scene 
was interesting : tiie Lord is pouring out his Spirit. 

31. Preached to the Female Society in Fabius — a blessed 
season — ^twenty-nine females united with the Society. 

June 1. Preached to the Female Society in Cazen^a. 
Thirteen were added to their number, and five males to the H. 
B. M. S. 

5. Met with the Female Society in Delphi. Fifteen were 
added to this Society. The missionary cause seems to lie 
near their hearts. 

8. Preached to the Female Society in Lenox. Eighteen 
were added at this time, and thirteen males to the H. B. M. S. 

9. Preached to the Female and Juvenile Societies in 
Smithfield. Fourteen were added to the Female Society, and 
two males to the H. B. M. S. It was a pleasing scene to wit- 
ness a number of young men renouncing their expensive 
youthful vanities, for the more important and more pleasing 
service of the blessed Redeemer. Instead of spending their 
money in sensual gratifications, they are seen casting their 
mites into the treasury of the Lord. 

15. Preached in Manlius, and with the assistance of Eld. 
Baker, formed a Female Society, consisting of fifty-five per- 
sons. Two males joined the H. B. M. S. I spent two days 
in this place. There appeared some tokens of good ; some 
mercy-drops have fallen. O may these be a prelude to a plen- . 
tiful shower of Divine grace ! 

17. Preached to the Female Society in Pompey dz; Manli- 
us. This Society has labored under many discouragements, 
but now seem much encouraged. Thirteen united at this time. 

28. Preached to the Female Society in Homer, and was 
much pleased to see the zeal here discovered in the cause of 
missions. Fourteen were added to the Society, and three to 
the H. B. M. S. 

20. Preached in Tully. After sennon, organized a 
Female Society of thirty-two females, and five males united 
with the H. B. M. S. This was a pleasant, solemn, and 
interesting, season. I believe the presence of the Lord was 
enjoyed. 

30. Preached to the Cayuga Centre Society. They 
seem much encouraged. 
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July 13. Preached to the first Female Society in German, 
and likewise to a Congregational Female Society. Twenty- 
seven females were added to the Seciety, and five men to the 
H. B. M. S. 

14. Went, in company with Eld. Lawton, to Lisle, and 
preached to the Female Society. Twenty-three were added 
to their number, and fifteen to the H. B. M. S. 

15. We visited Smithville. The Lord seemed to be 
present at this meeting. Fifteen females joined the Female 
Society, and twenty-seven males the H. B. M. S. 

17. Preached to the second church in Grerman, and 
formed a Society of nineteen females ; eight males joined 
the H. B. M. S. 

August 3. Preached to the Female Society in De Ruyter. 
Eight were added to the Society, and six males to the H. B. 
M. o. 

11. Preached in Peterboro. Thirty females united in a 
Society, and ten males were added to the H. B. M. S. 

12. Preached to the first church in Nelson. Sixty. two 
females united in a Society, and seven males united to the 
H. B. M. S. 

Sept. 13. Preached to the Female Society in Sherburne. 
Thirteen were added, and five to the H. B. M. S. 

14. Preached at Norwich village — organized a Female 
Society consisting of twenty-three members, and four males 
united to the H. B. M . S. It appeared that the presence of 
the Lord was enjoyed. 

15. Preached to the North Norwich Female Society ; 
twenty-four new members were received, and two males 
united to the H. B. M. S. I rejoiced to see the engagedness 
of the people here in the blessed cause of the Redeemer. 

17. Preached in Smyrna village. After sermon twenty 
females formed themselves into a Society, and three males 
united with the H. B. M. S. I believe the Lord was present 
by his Holy Spirit. 

Oct. 8. Preached in Georgetown — ^twenty-five females 
united in a Society. I trust the presence of the Lord was 
enjoyed. 

Jan. 28, 1820. Preached to the Female Society in Madi- 
son — ^four females united with the Society, and five males 
with the H. B. M. S. 

6 
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Pursuant to my instructions, I have preached to thirty* 
two Missionary Societies, thirty of which are Female 
Societies, auxiliary to the H. B. M. B., one a Young Men's 
Society, and one Female Society of the Congregational 
order. Thirteen of these Societies I assisted in organizing ; 
three others I assisted in coining into operation ; foorteen 
have contrihnted to tiiie funds heretofore. The Societies 
organized while I was present, consisted of four hundred 
and ninety-one members* Those who joined Societies pre- 
viously formed, were two hundred and fifty-tbree. The 
males who united with the parent Society were one hundred 
and sixty-two. The total number of those who, the year 
past, have united, in my presence, for the purpose of con- 
tributing to the augmentati(Mi of our funds,eare nine hundred 
and six persons. I have spent forty-two days in my agency- 
Tours, affectionately, 

John FkcK* 

By the reports of the missionaries for the last year,, it 
appears that their labors have been blest as much as in any 
former time. . As a specimen, we shall give an extract or 
two from the report of Eld. Azasiah Hanks. The Board 
have received from him an account of thirteen weeks' service 
performed in the State of Ohio. He observes : ** We have 
reason to bless God for th^ display of his grace in this part 
of the land.^ Li^t is spreading by the instrumentality of 
missionaries ; the fruits of which we have seen within ^e 
year past, as you may learn by the minutes of the Associa- 
tion. The number of churches added the last session is nine, 
and nine more are formed within the limits of the Associa- 
tion ; which are chiefly the fruits of missionary labors." It 
appears, from his report, that their missionaries have been 
greatly blessed in their labors, and were acceptable to the 
people, who were very solicitous for a continuance of those 
favors. 

Eld. Wakneb Goodell gives an account of a six weeks' 
tour in the State of Ohio, in which he corroborates the 
account of Eld. Hanks concerning the success attending 
missionary labor in that State. Among other pleasing 
accounts he gives the following: *<In Atwater tiiere is a 
glorious outpouring of God's Spirit. Here I spent fiwir or 
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five days in preaching and visiting from boose to house: 
this was as precious a season as ever I enjoyed. I preached 
seven times to crowded assemblies, and aU appeared solemn as 
eternity. Such an outpouring of the Spirit I never before 
saw. In almost every house in the town some were crying 
for mercy, while others were r^oicing in the Lord. aH 
worldly bu^ness was laid aside by some ; their daily food 
became indifferent to them, and sleep departed firom their eyes. 
It was no uncommon thing to see husband or wife, and s(»ne- 
times both, overwhelmed in tears ; with their children weeping 
around them, under concern for their souk, and crying for 
mercy ; and all I could do was to point the poor distressed 
souls to the Lamb of God. When 1 left them their cry was^ 
* Do come again. Do send missionaries to see and help us.' ^ 
He further observes : ^ The Lord is pouring out his Spirit ia 
many towns in this part of the country; churches are 
arising ; the wilderness begins to blossom like the rose." 

Eld. Groodell was a man of eminent piety, and deeply 
engaged in the cause of truth. He was a foithfol minister 
and a zealous missionary. But his heavenly Father has 
called him from his labors, and, as we believe, has received 
him into his eternal rest 



INDIAN AFFAIRS. 



Having now arrived at the period in which the Society 
commenced its operations for Indian reform, we shall^proceed 
to give a consecutive account of the measures adopted and 
pursued to execute its benevolent design, together with some 
of the happy effects produced. It has been ahready men- . 
tioned, that, in the winter and spring of 1819, unusual 
impressions rested on the minds of several of the members 
of the Board of the Hamilton Baptist Missionary Society, 
reacting the state of the Indians in our country. At a 
meeting of the Board in May, 1819, a resolution was passed, 
that it was our duty to try to do something for their relief. 
Accordingly, Br. F. Freeman was appointed to visit the 
Oneida and Stockbridge tribes, and inquire into their situation ; 
which duty he performed. In August he made a report of 
his mission, from which it; appears that the Indians were 
highly gratified with the attention paid to them, and were 
sensible of their situation, and exceedingly desirous of assis- 
tance from their white brethren ; but concluded there was a 
necessity of a grand council, in order to discuss the question 
<^ whether the Indians would receive civilization and Chris- 
tianity." But they observed that they were not able to 
convene such a council, by reason of their poverty. He gave 
them some encouragement — ^that, if such council was thought 
necessary, the Board would afford them some assistance ; 
though he did not expect they would call a council till the 
Board should be consulted. 

The Board, on receiving this communication, immediately 
appointed a committee, consisting of Elds. Lawton, Baker, 
Kendrick, and J. Peck, to visit the Oneidas, and make further 
inquiries ; and, if thought necessary, to give them further 
encouragement. The committee immediately proceeded to 
fulfin^ their mission. Arriving at Oneida, they found that 
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fte Indians had dispatched their mmiers to convene a 
general council, depending on the assistance of the Board. 
The c(»nmittee, appealing to the puUic liberality, obtained 
an^le supplies, to die great satis&ction of the Indians* The 
Board met at Nelson, Not. 25, 1819. The committee 
appointed by the Board to visit several tribes of Indians in 
this State, made their report, from which we give some 
extracts: 

'^Tour committee took the earliest opportunity for an 
interview with the Oneida and Stockbridge Indians, and met 
the chi^f men of those tribes the 31st of August. They 
were much gratified in finding Eld. Root on the ground, who 
had been preaching a number of sermons to the Stockbridge 
Indians, and assisted your committee by lus advice. After 
an interview with Mr. Williams, the Episcopal teacl^r of 
the Oneidas, who entered into the views of your committee 
with much interest, and became their interpreter, a confer- 
ence was had with the Indians. The object of the Board, in 
sending this committee to them, was clearly, stated. They 
were informed that God, who was favoring their white 
brethren around them with the gospel, accompanied with 
many temporal and ^iritual blessings, had put it into tiie 
hearts of the Hamilton Missionary Society to pray for their 
red brethren, and to desire to do them good — that the Board 
sent this committee to inquire into their circumstances, and 
their relation with other Christian societies — ^to know whether 
they were receiving all that assistance to aid them in obtain- 
ing the knowledge of the gospel, and to promote schools for 
their children, which their circumstances demanded. The 
fullest assurances were given them, that this Board had no 
intention of interfering with what other societies were doing ; 
but if there were an opportunity of affording them, or any 
other tribes, what assistance this Board could give, it would 
be cheerfully granted." 

They appeared much gratified with the attention paid th^my 
and said the subject was of great importance ; they wanted 
time to think of it. The Stockbridge chiefs said they would 
give their answer now : they were thankful that our missiona- 
ries had visited them occasionally, but they had a missionary 
who had been laboring among them, with whom they were 
well satisfied ; they had schools taught among them, chi^l|y 

6* 
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by men of their own tribe ; but i^ould be glad of any asgis* 
tance that our Society could afford them in supporting and 
' improving their schools. 

At the time appointed, your committee met the Oneida 
chiefs, and received their answer, connected with many 
interesting observations. They expressed their thanks that 
God had put it in your hearts to inquire into theii: wants, 
with a desire to afford them assistance. They spake of their 
poverty and depression, and contrasted their present with 
their former condition. They said their fathers were a great 
nation, and extended over a large country, and were a re- 
spected and powerful people. But their nation had become 
reduced to a small number, and were driven into a comer : 
they had become poor and despised, and rejected of men, 
and of many who called themselves Christians. They said, 
they were needy, and should be very glad of assistance* 
They said they had a teacher, Mr. Williams, among thmn, 
whom they very much esteemed. They said they had no 
schools among them for their children, and they impk>red 
assistance to establish and support them. Any aid that can 
. be given them for this purpose will be thankfully received* 
The chief sp<^e of a council which was soon to be held at 
Oneida, for the purpose of bringing the seversd tribes in this 
State into a general result to receive the gospel ; but they 
said they were unable to support it. They therefore wanted 
the assistance of your committee, and for this purpose they 
presented the following letter : 



<« To the Committee of the Board of the Hamilton Baptist 
Missionary Society : 



" Brothers — ^We rejoice to hear your wish to promote our 
temporal and spiritual good. It is our wish that we, the 
Indian tribes in this State, may know and receive the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. For this purpose we have called a council ; 
and we expect the chief men from several nations will be 
together by the last of this week. The sole object of this 
council, is, to encourage our Indian brethren to embrace the 
doctrines of Christianity. We trust this will meet with 
your approbation. As the expense of supporting such a 
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council will be consideraUe, may we presume to ask you, 
brothers, to assist us in this matter. 

hi* 

** Captain X Peter. 

marfc. 
his 

^William X Tahonu-en-tamgeon. 

BMirk. 
his 

" William X Jogohani. 

murk. 
Ua 

** John X Brandt. 

mark. 

bis 

^Hendrick X Paulis. 

mark. 

" I hereby certify that the above is correct. 

^Eleazer Williams, 
'< A religious instructor to the Oneida Indians. 
"Oneida, Sept. 2, 1819." 

You will judge of the embarrassment of your committee, 
after receiving &e above letter, and not having expected an 
occurrence of this kind. They had no funds in their hands, 
nor were they authorized to expend any for such a purpose. 
However, they were constrained to view it as a peculiar 
providence that the Board, without knowing of this council, 
or being aware that the Indians were expecting any imme- 
diate communication and assistance from them, should be 
led to fix on so early and propitious a moment to meet the 
exigences of this important case. Being deeply impressed 
witib the conviction that something ought to be done to help 
them, your committee, by making an appeal to public liber- 
ality, received an ample supply. The council met the week 
following. Your committee felt it important, that, if any of 
the Indians should adopt a resolution in favor of receiving 
the gospel and missionaries among the tribes that are desti- 
tute, explicit encouragement shoidd be given them. Your 
committee, in company with Elds. Warren and Gilbert, 
Dea. Samuel Payne, and Br. Daniel Hatch, who were 
appointed by the Madison Association to advise with them, 
met the council on Friday, and had an interview with a 
number of chiefe from different tribes. 

They gave some account of the proceedings of their 
council, and of the opposition made to Christianity by pagans 



72 BAPTIST MlftSIONAST CONVENTION. 

and Quakers in their connection. They said they were 
divided among themselves; they had their prejudices and 
difficulties to overqome. These could not be removed at 
once; it would require time. They manifested a painful 
conviction of their dark, miserable, perishing condition, and 
the necessity of their having the gospel. They were highly 
gratified to learn the friendly dispositions of this Board 
towards them, and hoped that nothing would discourage them 
from pursuing the object of spreading the gospel among 
their tribes. They said if this Society should give up, and 
be discouraged, on account of meeting with difficulties, they 
should think their faith was small ; but if they should not 
be discouraged, but persevere, the Great Spirit would help 
them, and &e object would be accomplished. They said 
another council was soon to be held at Buffalo, and then we 
should know more of their situation. 

Afler giving them assurance that no exertions would be 
wanting on the part of the Society to promote the gospel 
among them, and receiving assurances from them that they 
would do aU in their power to aid in the prosecution of the 
grand design, according to their usual custom, they presented 
a staff, as a pledge of their friendship and fidelity, to ensure 
the fulfillment of what they had promised. An aged 
Tuscarora chiefs by the name of Prentup, in behalf of the 
others, presented the staff; and Eld. Warren, being the 
oldest among those treating with them, was selected by the 
venerable chief to receive it in behalf of his brethren. After 
the ceremony, accompanied with appropriate remarks, was 
gone through with, your committee, with the rest, thought it 
expedient to reciprocate the compliment. They procvq;^ 
three small Bibles, elegantly bound in morocco and gilt, cme 
in the French language, and the others of the conunon 
English version. After these Bibles were obtained, the 
chiefe, by request, met their white brethren again, and 
received their tokens of friendship with no ordinary emotions 
of joy. 

This closing interview was more interesting than anything 
which had occurred before. The Indians repeated their 
soUcitations for assistance, saying they had long been in 
the wilderness, and had been lost, but they began to discover 
some light, and they wanted more. The Tuscarora chiejQ 
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who received the first Bihle, appeared deeply impressed with 
the nature of the present. He said he was unable to read 
it, but he would get some person to read it to him : he would 
meditate upon it, and follow its directions ; he would have 
his young people read it ; he valued it more than he did all 
the treasures he had^in the world, and would keep it as long 
as he lived. One of the other chiefs was from Canada, and 
spoke the French language. He was complimented with 
the French Bible, and received it with equal impressions of 
gratitude. His remarks indicated a superior mind, in dark- 
ness and distress, struggling for light. He said his people 
were once a great and powerful nation, spread over a great 
country, but they had become a small, feeble, and despised, 
people. The Great Spirit had driven them out before him 
for their sins, and given their possessions to another people. 
They were in a great wilderness, in a dark night, and saw 
no way to get out. But, said he, you are in the light, and 
may help us. What you are now doing begins to cheer our 
hearts, and appears like a little sun to lead us out. He 
hoped his living in Canada, and belonging to another nation, 
where he had been taught other customs, (meaning the 
Roman Catholic,) would not prevent this Society from 
granting them assistance. If they would not do it now, he 
hoped they would pray for them. He thought little of 
ceremonies, but wanted that religion which would do the 
heart good. All that he said appeared to come from the 
heart. 

A number of appropriate remarks were made by Eld. 
Warren, on presenting the Bible. He said, (holding the 
staff which had been received from them in one hand, and 
the Bible in the other,) ^ You gave us this staff as a pledge 
of your friendship, and a token of your readiness to co- 
operate with us in the important object of diffusing the 
light of the gospel among our red brethren : this book we 
present to you as a pledge of our love find friendship for 
you, and our desire to do you good. _ This staff is good to 
lean upon, and support our steps while traveling through the 
wilderness : this book is the staff of life, on which your 
souls may lean and your steps be directed, while traveling 
through the wilderness of this world. This staff is good to 
defend us from dogs, and wild beasts, which may assail us : 
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this book, or the truth therein contained, will defend your 
souls, and preserve you from that great enemy who goes 
about as a roaring lion* This staff, when we come to die, we 
must leave behind ; it wiH be of no farther use to us : but 
this book, in the hour of death, will prove a staff on which 
your souls may rest, and which will support and defend you 
while passing through the dark valley, and introduce you 
into the kingdom of eternal glory." 

The other brethren present addressed them in turn, replying 
particularly to all their remarks, expressing the feelings of 
"Christian benevolence towards tliem, and their brethren, in 
their bewildered state. 

The interview was at length closed by prayer, when an 
affectionate parting took place. 

The chiefe stated, in the course of their remarks, that 
shortly a great council was to be holden at Buffalo ; and if 
the committee would attend, and say the same things to 
that council which they had to this, it would be of great 
importance. After mature consideration the committee 
thought it best that some one should attend. Accordin^y, 
they appointed Eld. N. Kendrick and Dea. J. Olmsted ; who, 
on receiving necessary instructions from the rest of the 
committee, ccmunenced their^ journey for Buffalo. On their 
way they attended the Cayuga and Ontario Associations. 
These bodies cordially espoused the cause, and the Cayuga 
Association appointed Brn. Amasa Sessions and Seth Bur- 
gess. The Ontario Association appointed Eld. Solomon 
«6oodale, who, with the other two, were to accompany the 
committee, and assist them. On their arrival at Buffalo they 
were favored with an early interview with Capt. Parish, an 
agent for Indian affairs. They stated to him their object, 
and he had the goodness to favor it, and very cheernilly 
tendered his aid to carry it into effect. But as the councU 
did not convene at so early a day as was expected, the com- 
mittee were under the necessity of leaving the ground. 
They, however, left Eld. Goodale, and with him a communi- 
cation addressed to the council, and gave him suitable 
instructions for his conduct, with a request to make the 
earliest communication of the result of the council. His 
returns were received^ and were as favorable as could be 
expected. The most of the tribes weie in favor of receiving 
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the gospel, and all were in fiivor of schools. The council 
met Oct. 6, 1819. It is evident that the proceedings of 
that committee had a favorahle hearing on the futm« opera- 
tions of the Board in respect to Indian reform. 

After reading the reports, the Board were satisfied that a 
door was opened by Divine Providence foi' doing something 
to ameliorate the condition of the natives ; and accordingly 
they appointed Elds. Bennett and Lawton to visit the western 
In^anSy with instructions to call on Mr. Williams, at Oneida,, 
for advice in respect to the manner of treating with them. 
Accordingly they visited Mr. WiUiams, and stated to him 
the object of their visit. He expressed great surprise at 
their proposed visit to the west, while Oneida was as destitute 
of schools as any of the western tribes ; and further, that 
the Indians were anxiously expecting that the Board would 
set up a school among them. Hie committee had frequent 
interviews with Mr. W. and the natives, which were peculiar* 
ly interesting; and thought it was their duty to lay the 
subject before the Board prior to their going to the west.. 
Accordingly, a special meeting of the Board was called, at 
which they made their report, in substance as follows : lliat 
the Oneidas were astonished that your conmiittee should be 
goinff to the west to establish schools, until they were sup. 
plie4^ inasmuch as they thought, from what had been already 
said, the Board would attend to their wants ; and if they did 
not, they should be very much grieved, and greatly discour- 
aged, and it would give the pagan party great advantage. 
"Ae committee, therefore, are of opinion that God has ope^d 
a door, that good may be done to the poor Indians at Oneida. 
Aflter mature consideration and prayer to God, the Board 
unanimously resolved to establish a school at Oneida ; and 
appointed Elds. Eendrick, Warren, J. Peck, N. Peck, N. 
Cole, N. Baker, and F. Freeman, a committee to carry the 
above resolution into e&ct. The above-named committee,, 
agreeably to their instructions, soon erected a school-house, 
to the great satisfaction of the Indians. It was found 
expedient to erect the school-house on the public square. 
The committee likewise made a purchase of certain lots of 
land in the village, for the use of the Society, on which were 
soon erected houses and bams, together with two mechanics* 
shops. 
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The Boardy at their meeting in Hamilton, unanimously 
gave Eld. Robert Powell a call to be their missionary and 
school-teacher at Oneida* Br. Powell, aflter receiving the 
call of the Board, and taking some time to reflect on the 
subject, gave his answer, in the following letter to the Board : 

« Hamilton,^ June 13, 1820. 

<< Deab Bbethren — The time is almost expired, in which 
you were to expect an answer to your proposal with respect 
to my becoming your school-master to* the Oneida tribe of 
Indians, and your missionary in adjacent settlements. The 
subject has lain with no small weight on my mind since it 
was suggested to me. It exceeded anything I ever experienced 
before : the conflict has been severe, but the struggle is 
ended — ^the decision is made — ^I am at your disposal ; and if 
I can be useful to the sons of the forest I shall be happy. 

<< But sure I am, if love to God and his cause is not the 
main-spring of my desires, it would be better for me never to 
undertake it. My expectations are not sanguine, of imme- 
diate success in the undertaking. We are taught, by the 
experience and success of others, that the habits and 
traditions of the heathen are not overcome at once. Flatter- 
ing prospects often promise more than we ever realize ; 
success depends upon a Divine blessing. We are to persevere 
in the use of the means ; it is God's prerogative to give them 
success. Should he be pleased to smile upon the undertaking, 
and make me instrumental of doing some little good to the 
heathen on our shores, I am content to spend, my days, wear 
out, and die, with Indians. 

<< Subscribing myself yours, in the bonds of 
the gospel, I remain your unworthy 
brother, 

" Robert Powell." 

Eld. Powell, having accepted the call of the Board, 
removed his family to Oneida, and on the 4th of December, 
1820, commenced an Indian school. By a letter from Br. 
PoweU to the Secretary, dated Jan. 19, 1821, it appeared 
that the school was in prosperous circumstances : the number 
of pupils was about forty. The Indians appeared to be much 
pleased with the school ; the proficiency of the children in 
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their Iftarning was truly flattenng. The schod continaed in 
prosperous circumstances through the ftnaning season* But 
the expenses of the Board, in forming the estaUishment at 
Oneida, were Tory great* They had hitherto sustained it 
without seeking aid firom ahroad ; hut at this time it hecame 
necessary. Accordingly, the Board appointed their Presi- 
dent to take a journey to Washington, to solicit aid from 
the general goTemment, and also to appeal to the puhlic 
liberality* He performed the joiumey, and by God's blessing 
he received from the War Department a erant of $350, to 
be paid annually; from the brethren and sisters in New 
York, together with some donations by the way, the sum of 
$932 21, which, with the $350 from thegoTemment, amounts 
to $1,282 21. Of this sum $950 11 was in cash; and 
$332 10 in books and articles of clothing* This collection, 
through the blessing of God, was made in the short time of 
six weeks* When the report was made to the Board, it had 
a pleasing effect ; it seemed to be a token that God owned 
their labors; therefore they thanked God, and took courage ; 
and with renewed energy tiiey moved forward in the arduous 
work. The school prospered, notwithstanding the vident 

raition of wicked white men, who labored to prejudice 
minds of the Indians against the Board ; and aflSurs 
continued in a pleasing train under the superintendence of 
Br* Powell, who was very active in^discharging the duties of 
a superintendent, missionary, and school-teacher* His 
labors in all these branches were highly acceptable, and duly 
ajppreciated by the Board* Under his tuition upwards of 
three hundred children received more or less instruction ; 
and his labors were greatly blessed, among both white men 
and Indians* But to the great regret of the Board, on the 
8th of July, 1823, on account of a bad state of health, he 
requested a dismission* The Board, considering his request 
reasonabU^ granted his dismission* They immediately 
addressed a letter to Eld* Osgood, of Henderson, Jeff* Co., 
jnviting him to accept the superintendence of the station. 
^n August he met the Board, and announced his 'acceptance 
of the appointment. Accordingly, he made arrangements 
^d removed his family to Oiiei£ in October following* At 
lis time the Board employed Br. Ashnah Lawton to teach 
school, whose exertions in its management gave good 
i<». 7 
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Eld. Osgood was performing his duties as superintendent 
greatly to uie satisi&ction of the Board, and for the proi^r* 
ity of the establishment. 8ister Osgood had been received 
as a missionary, and had the charge of the girls. 

Br. J. P. Littlefield boarded the boys. Sister Littlefield 
had also been received as a missionary. Eld. Osgood's 
influence was soon seen and felt, in his judicious arrange- 
ment of ^ affairs of the Socie^, and lUcewise in his pre- 
paring the way for the establishment of a missionary church 
at Oneida, which, through his exertions, was constituted 
March 10, 1824. We shall now give an extract from the 
minutes of the council that gave them fellowship : 



MISSIONABT CHURCH CONSTITUTED AT ONEIDA. 

<^A council convened at Oneida, March 10, 1824, by the 
request of the missionary families, and others residing in 
that place. The council was composed of the Board of the 
H. B. M. Society, with delegates from three churches, 
together with Eld. Bavid Pease, of Cazenovia, and Eld. 
Horace Griswold, of Fabius. After due examination, tiie 
council unanimously agreed to give them fellowship as a 
church of Christ in gospel order, to be known by the name 
of the Missionary Baptist church in Oneida. The number 
^as twenty; and there were favorable prospects of an 
increaisie of members. Hiey also publicly recognized ESdf. 
E. Oseood as pastor of the church, so far as was consistent 
with his duties as superintendent of the missionary establish, 
ment. The President gave them the right hand of fellow, 
ship ; Eld. T. Purinton delivered an appropriate address to 
the church ; Eld. Pease preached a sermon from 1 Tim. i. 
15 ; and Eld. Griswold offered the concluding prayer. The 
scene was solemn, and evident tokens of the approbation 
of Heaven were enjoyed. Afiter the exercises the council 
repaired to the Indian school-house, and had the pleasure of 
witnessing the prosperous condition of the school. It was 
an interesting interview. The spectators were greatly 
pleased in observing the order and regularity evinced in tb« 
various operations of the scholars, in whom they dis» 
covered an aptness to learn satisfactory to every reasonable- 
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persoiu To conclade the transactioiis of the day. Eld* John 
S. King addressed the school, and offered a prayer to the 
throne of grace, that God would bless and prosper the insti- 
ttttion, and specially grant the blessing of salvation upon the 
Indian children* The children appeared very attentive." 

Soon after the organization of the church, his health 
began to fiul. In his report to the Board, May 15, 1824, he 
says : <^My own health has been very poor, so that I have 
not been able to attend to the concerns of the mission with 
that energy that would be desirable. I have done, howev|^, 
what I could ; I have rendered myself iamiliar to the Indians 
as I have had opportunity. I have prevailed on several 
chie&, with other influential Indians, to visit the school; and 
they have all appeared to be highly gratified. There is no 
doubt but that the Society is gaining influence in the nation." 
On the last Lord's day in May, 1824, he preached his last 
sermon, and broke br^id to the church in Oneida for the last 
time. He was very weak; but his words seemed ^to be 
clothed with power. It was thou^t by some, at this time, 
that it would be his last sermon. He continued fidling until 
Sept. 12, 1824, when he fell asleep in Jesus, as we confidently 
hope. For fiirther particulars respecting his life, religious 
exercises, active and unwearied labors, and quiet and peace- 
fill death, we refer our readers to his truly interesting 
memoirs. 

Sept. 16, 1824. The Board met at the mission-house in 
Oneida. It was here that the Board received the afflicting 
intelligence of his death. He died at Utica, and was interred 
in this village on the 14th of Sept. Upon receiving this 
painful stroke of Divine Providence, the Board requested 
sister Osgood to continue at the station as a missionary, and 
take charge of the Indian girls, to board and instruct them. 
Sister Osgood willingly accepted the call ; and continued 
her fidthful and useful labors to the entire satisfoction of the 
Board, until the misBion was removed to Tonawanda* 



HAMILTON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 



The thirteenth annual meeting of the Hamilton Baptist 
Missionary Society was held at Hamilton, Feb. 21, 1821. 
Sermon by Eld. Bennett; after which twenty-six Female 
and two Juvenile Societies, together with several indviduals, 
presented donations to the amount of $646 65. After 
receiving the donations, the Secretary read the report of the 
Board, whidb was accepted. By the Treasurer s report, it 
iq>peared that the receipts for the year past were $1,571 56; 
expenditures, 91,351 47; balance, 9220 39. 

Accounts were receiv^ from missionaries of one hundred 
and two weeks and five days' service performed by them. 
Then proceeded to a choice of officers for. the year ensuing. 
The Society adjourned, to meet at New Woodstock, in Feb., 
1822 — ^Eld. T. Purinton to pr each a sermon; in case of &il. 
lire. Eld. Obed Warren. We give a short extract from the 
report of the Board : 

^From an examination of the returns of the missionaries, 
it appears that they have discharged their duties in a faithfiil 
and prudent manner, highly acceptable to the people among 
whom they labored, and satisfi9ictory to the Board. In many 
instances their labors have been crowned with the blessing of 
God, which forms a fresh stimulus to renewed exertion in this 
^orious cause: and may we be more zealously engaged to 
oiffuse light and knowledge among those who are destitute.'' 

We shall now give, as a specimen, a short extract from a 
report of one of the missionaries. Eld. Nathaniel J. Gilbert 
labored seven weeks and five days, chiefly on the Holland 
Purchase. He informs us, ^ That at Mud Creek the Lord has 
poured out his Spirit on a school and neighborhood, and num- 
bers have been called to realize their election of Grod ;" that ^ at 
Concord the Lord has of late poured out his Spirit, and a church 
has arisen ;" that ' at Bethany the Lord has displayed his 
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pardoning love, and a church has been organized; and the 
prospects are pleasing;" that ^ in Warsaw God has shone 
upon his people with the rays of Divine mercy ; and the 
little church, which was in a low condition, has broken forth 
on the right hand and left ;" and that ^Grainsville, too, hath 
been refreshed by the outpouring of the Divine Spirit, and a 
considerable number have become the subjects of saving 
grace." 

In the course of his mission he preached fifty-seven sermons 
and baptized five persons. 

At their meeting in May^ 1820, the Board resolved to con« 
tinue their exertions for Indian reform in this region of coun* 
try. To this result they were directed by the openings of 
Providence, and assurances from the Greneral Ck>nvention, 
held at Philadelphia, of their interest in the measure, and 
their resolution to aid in the important work, if requested. 

There are now connected with this Society forty-five 
Female and three Juvenile Societies* 

The fourteenth annual meeting of the Hamilton Baptist 
Missionary Society was held at New Woodstock, Feb. 20, 
1822. Sermon by EM. Purinton, from Micah vi. 8. Let- 
ters from Female and Juvenile Societies, accompanied with 
their donations, were received. The Secretary and Treasu- 
rer read their reports, which were accepted. Br. J. Peck, 
having been appointed to go to New York and Washington 
to solicit aid to the fim^ made his report, by which it 
appeared that his labors had been abundantly ble^ed, in con- 
sequence of which the treasury was greatly replenished ; he 
having received, during his mission of six weeks, in cash and 
goods, the sum of $1,282 21. 

The Society then proceeded to the choice of officers for 
the year ensuing ; and then adjourned, to meet at Homer, in 
Feb., 1823 — ^Eld. J. Peck to preach. Eld. N. Eendrick his 
substitute. 

Extract from the Treasurer's Report. 

Receipts for the year 1821, including the balance in the 

treasury, «2,670 97 

Expenditures, 2,004 48 

Balance remaining, $666 49 

7* 
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Extract from the Secretary's Report. 

<<Iii connectien with the'^school at Oneida,Tthe Board being: 
sdicited by leading men of the tribe, and encouraged by the 
provisions of the general government^ have undertaken to 
assist and instruct the Indians in some of the mechanical 
arts. They have, therefore, employed Br. Rufus Chapin as 
a carpenter,. and Br. George Burton as a blacksmith, to labor 
for the Indians, and instruct some of their young men in 
both of these arts.^ 

^ During part of the past year the Board have employed 
fifteen missionaries ; so that ninety-six weeks' and two days' 
labor have actually been performed, besides one year's ser-^ 
vice of Eld. R*. Powell at Oneida.. 

<<The returns of the missionaries, generally, have been of 
a cheering, nature. They have administered baptism to about 
seventy hopeful believers, besides bearing the tidings of saL- 
vation> to thousands perishing for lack or vision. In every 
part of the harvest, where ti^ey have labored,, a great deal 
remains to be done. Thousands are perishing for the word 
of Ufe, and calls are imperious for the continuance of our 
exertions. Every year furnishes a wider range for the exer- 
cise of our benevolence, in prbpagating the gospel, both 
among the aboriginals and the white population of the wil- 
derness. It appears evident that the time has come for the 
gospel to be ms[de known to the savage natfons that remain 
in the uncultivated portions of our country ; and' the same 
spirit mdiich is urging us to. pray, and put forth efforts, for 
their salvation, is creating desires in many of their hearts 
for the gospel to be spread among tfiem. 

^ Grateful acknowledgements are due to a gracious Provi- 
dence, which has hitherto watched over the interests of this 
Society, and directed' its operations, accompanying them with 
the Spirit's influences, which have caused the wildfeme^ and 
soUtary place to be glad, the lame man to leap as an hart, 
and the tongue of the diunB to sing. 

^ The Board feel peculiarly gratified with the progress and 
prospects of the school at Oneida. The names of one hun- 
dred and twenty children ai^. on the teacher's list, who have 
entered the school,, and the average number of attendants at 
present is about forty.. 



« 

** The arduous and complicated labors which have devolved 
on the Board, to apply your benevolence with discretion' to 
the objects of mercy, have been acc<»npanied with unceasing 
supplications for Divine direction, and a solemn conscious- 
ness that he that planteth is nothing, and he that watereth is 
notiiing, but Grod that giveth the increase* May he also 
create a defense upon all his glory, and clothe hi» instruments 
with humility as with a garment." 

The fifteenth annual meeting of the Hamilton Baptist 
Missionary Society was held at Homer, Feb* 19, 1823. 
Sermon by Eld. J. Peck, fi:t>m Eph. vi. S : << To make known 
the mystery of the gospel." They had received into the 
treasury during the past year, in cash and goods, $2,685 65 ; 
which they expended in pa3ring missionaries^ agents, erecting 
buildings, and sustaining the school at Oneida. The success 
of the agents in collect Aig iimds, and particularly the success 
of Eld. A. Bennett in Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Mas- 
sachusetts, is a subject of grateful acknowledgement. Much 
assistance has been received from the Black River country, 
through the active labors of Eld. Emory Osgood* Eld. N. 
P^ck was also successful in procuring funds at the west. 
God is opening the hearts and hands of many to assist, with 
their prayers and substance, in propagating his gospel among 
those who dwell in the shadow of death. 

We have received accounts of eighty-four weeks' service 
performed by our missionaries the year past* Also one 
year's missionary labor by Bn R. PoweB, at Oneida, and 
places in the vicinity. The labors of our missionaries have 
been crowned with the rich blessing of Heaven* The 
report closes by observing— 

'* The tide of emigration west, whicli is spreading over 
extensive regions, is continually enlarging the missionary 
field ; aiid the chiimis of the destitote, on this favored part of 
Zion, are every year increasing* The success with which 
God has honored this Society demands the most grateful 
sense of his mercy, while it authorizes an Unshaken confi- 
dence in his future blessing- on the same humble endeavors 
to spread his gospel* Let no heart ^nt, no hand be weak, 
in this glorious cause* * For ye know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,, that, though he was ricbf yet fbr your sakes he 
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became poor, that ye through his povertymight be made rich.' ^' 
Hie sixteenth annual meeting of the Hamilton Baptist 
Missionary Society was held at Eaton, Feb. 18,a834. Eld. 
N. Cole preached a sermon, Psalm xliii. 8 : <« O send out thy 
light and thy truth*" The reports of the Secretary, Treas* 
urer, Superintendent, Superintending Committee, and School* 
teacher, were read and accepted. 

Treasury Account^ for ike year ending Feb. 11, 1824. 

The sum received, together with the balance in the treas. 

ury, was tlySdl 73 

Expenditures, 1,851 78 

Abstract from the report cjf the Board. 

^During the past year the Board have endeavored to con* 
suit the best interests of the Society. They have appointed 
missionaries, from whom they have received returns amounting 
to eighty-nine weeks. 

"In consequence of repeated solicitations from three 
brethren living in Syracuse, afler a close investigation of the 
subject, the Board, viewing the importance of the station, 
and the destitute condition of some of the towns a^j^^^^^ 
were unanimously of the opinion that it was their duty to 
establish a missionary at Syracuse, whose duty it should be 
to labor in that village, and in places adjacent. Accordingly, 
in March, 1828; Eld. Nathaniel J. Gilbert was appointed 
to that station, and in May he commenced his labors in 
that place. 

The Board have been enabled to continue their operations 
at Oneida; and the condition of the establishment at present 
appears fovorable. They have hadto encounter many obsta^ 
cles thrown in their way by the enemy, to excite the pre* 
judices of the Indians, and awakentheir jealousies. But 
confiding in the good providence ofGod, they still go forward, 
fearless of evil. 

^ It is with pleasure we contemplate the rising glories of 
the Redeemer's kingdom in the world. Divine philanthropy 
seems pervading the earth ; multitudes have caught the flame, 
and are exerting all their energies to promote the triumphs of 
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the cross. And with inezpreflrible pletsare we leeognize 
youy dear brethren^ as zealoiis in ttiis blessed cause. It 
appears that Heaven approves your conduct, and has hitherto 
succeeded your labors. You will readily perceive that our 
operations are extending, and consequendy call for unremit- 
ting exertions on our part to meet the current expenses. We 
presume that it is only necessary to make you acquainted 
with the state of affairs, to call forth your utmost exertions 
in this blessed cause. It is wiUi pleasure we anticipate the 
termination of the important contest between truth and error, 
and when our blessed Redeemer will reign unrivaled over all 
the earth. But we can not close this report without express- 
ing our grateful acknowledgements to the female and juvenile 
associations auxiliary to tms Society ; to the Black River, 
St. Lawrence, and Mexico, Missionary Societies ; and also 
to numerous individuals who have generously contributed to 
aid in carrying into efiect the benevolent designs of this body.'* 

The seventeenth meeting of the Hamilton Baptist Mission- 
ary Society was held at T^lson, Feb. 28, 1825. Eld. Ben- 
nett preached the sermon, from Isaiah xxviii. 29. The Sec- 
reta^'s and other reports were read and accepted. The 
school-teacher, and four of his pupUs, were present, and their 
exhibitions were very interesting. ConversatioB was had 
ccmceming the alteration of the name of the Society; 
whereupon a vote was passed, that a petition be presented to 
the Legidature,prayiiiff for an alteration in the act of incor^ 
poration, so far as to alter the name of the Society to that of 
the Baptist Missionary Convention of the State of New York ; 
and also to increase the number of Directors to thirty. The 
Board were ^Urected to present the petition. They adjourned, 
to meet at Fabius, on the Wednesday afier the third Lord's 
day in May next. 

Extracts from Ae Secretanfs Report for 1824. 

<* During the past y^, received reports of missionary ser- 
vices performea to the amount of sixty-five we^DS. The 
accounts from the missionaries were very satisftictory, and 
seemed to indicate the approbation of Heaven. 

^ Agents were apprinted to perfimn certain duties, which 



80 BAFTUT XISSIONABY OONVJBNTIOX. 

they have faitiifully perfonnedL The Board fed constrained 
gratefully to acknowledge the generous and prompt assistance 
they have received frcmi a liberal public. The Board, have 
in all their proceedings enjoyed harmony and unanimity. 

^ The affairs of the Society were advancing prosperously, 
when a mysterious stroke of Divine Providence seemed fer a 
whUe to cast a glo<xn over the whole scene. They allude to 
the death of their sincerely lamented superintendent at the 
Indian stati<»i9 Eld. Emory Osgood, who departed this life at 
Utica, Sept. 12, 1824. He had been in me service of the 
Society but a few months : but through his zeal and activity 
he had done much in regulating affairs at the mission station. 
The concerns of the Society had, under his direction, assumed 
a pleasing aspect. Through the influence of the late super- 
intendent, a Bs^tist church was organized at Oneida, March 
10, 1824, consisting of twenty members. The school contin- 
ues in a flourishing condition. Forty children are now under 
the exclusive patronage of the Society. Br. A. Lawton c<m- 
tinues as a teacher of the school, and gives general satisfection. 
The pupils make good proficiency in their studies." 

At the meeting of the Board, in August last. Eld. Sylvanus 
Haynes and Dea. Squire Manro, m^nbers of the Bipard of 
the New York State Convention, were present, and expressed 
a strong desire that a committee from this Board should meet 
the Convention at Elbridge, in October next, for the purpose 
of effecting a union between the two bodies, if practicable* 
A committee was accordingly appointed, who, in company 
with several members of the Boa^ and of the Society, met 
the Convention. Whereupon the Convention appointed a 
committee to confer with them upon the ^reat object in view. 
During the conference, the committee did not for a moment 
lose sight of those plain and practical principles incorporated 
in the constitution of the Society, under which we Imve for 
seventeen years so happily, unitedly, and successfully, rallied. 
They saw no cause to abandon tiiose principles ; althoogh 
they desired an increase of influence and usefulness, which 
union with their brethren was calculated to effect. After due 
ddiberation, the ccxnmittee of the Convention agreed to 
recommend to that body the adoption of the constitution of 
this Society, with an alteration of the name of this Society, 
and an increase in the number of Directors. The committee 
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of tbe Board could see no reasonable objection to this mea0- 
ure ; dierefore, diey agreed to recommend it to your atten- 
tion. Accordingly^ a special meeting of the Society was 
called in November last, but on account of the badness of 
tiie roadsy and inclemency of the weather, but few members 
attended. However, matters were arranged then, as far as 
was consistent, in anticipation of a complete union at this 
time. 

On a review of the scenes through which the Board have 
passed the last year, they have much cause for thanksgiving 
to God for his special care over them, and his multiplied 
blessings conferred upon them. The affidis of the Society, 
although ^restricted for want of adequate funds, have yet pro* 
oeeded with a steadiness which indicates the festering care of 
Divine Providence, and presages the future benefits to be 
derived from the united e^rts of the fHends of religious 
improvement. An impartial view of the existing state of 
things in our degenerate world will serve to convince us of tbe 
neioesBity of unremitting exettions for maintaining the Messed 
cause of our glorious Redeemer. . For this cause, a combi- 
nation of strength and a unioi\ of effort are highly requisite. 
In this State there are more than thirty-nine thousand church, 
members of the Baptist denomination. Let these be united 
in one body, and what a formidable phalanx would be pre- 
sented to the enemy ! And is it not desirable that measures 
be adopted to produce such a union, that the whole strength 
of the denomination may be brought to bear on one point ? 
It is with pleasure that we view Sie indications of the com- 
plete triumph of our glorious Redeemer. Intelligence is 
received, from almost every part of the habitaMe ^obe, of 
- tlie increase of light, and of submission to the King of Zion. 
JiHovAH is executing judgment upon the gods of the heathen ; 
multitudes of idols are tlurown to the moles and bats, or given 
to the flames. At the command of her King, Zion awdces ; 
she listens to his voice, and begins to assume her beautiful 
garments, and appears clothed in beauty and arrayed in 
terror. How lovely the appearance ! Songs are heard from 
the endi of the earth, giving glory to our Grod. Let us arise, 
and with united hearts and joyful voices swell the ^orious 
triumph. But while we contemplate the noUe scene, we 
■houM remember that we must be active in the Mo w e d service. 
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On Wednesday, May 18, 1825, the Hamilton Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society met, pursuant to adjournment, at the meeting- 
house in Fabius. An appropriate sermon was delivered by 
Eld. Daniel Hascall, from Matt. yi. 19, 20. 

Eld. John Peck, the President of the Society, gave infor- 
mation that, agreeably to the petition of the BoarcC the Legis- 
lature had passed a law, altering the name of the Society so 
as to read as follows : • 



Ak Act todkerthe name of the Hamilton BapHsi MUahn- 
ary Society^ and to increase the number of their Diredors. 
(Passed April 15, 1825.) 

''Be U enacted by the People of the State of A'ew Yorkf 
represented in Senate and Assembly^ That the Hamilton 
Baptist Misaonary Society cd^ hereafter, and from the date 
of this act, be known and called by the name of the ' Baptist 
Missionary Convention of the State of New York ;' and 
that the said Convention have power to increase the number 
of their Directors ; and that so much of the act passed March 
28, 1817, incorporating the Hamilton Baptist Missionary 
Society, as relates to the name and style of said Society, be 
repealed." 

A collection of 917 85 was taken. 

Let all those who profess to love the Lord, consider the 
necessity of exerting all their energies to accomplish a c(m&- 
plete union among the friends of Zion, and to diffuse the |i^t of 
the gospel among the destitute. There is much work ^ore 
us, and many cidls to renewed exertions. Remember our 
poor red brethren in the midst of us. Go to Oneida, Tona- 
wanda, Buffalo, &c. dcc^ and see there a multitude of inter- 
esting children in all tfa^ extremity of wretchedness. And 
does not Jesus say, Take these children, and bring them up 
for me? How many of the heathen are perishing for lackof 
vision ! How many precious souls, in our towns and plan- 
tations, are destitute of the bread of life ! And how many 
feeble churches have no one to lead tbem, or to administer 
to them the word of life ! And do we not perceive that the 
enemy is on the alert, endeavoring to rally his broken forces, 
and figJl up<»i the waste jdaoes of Zion ? Iniquity abounds, 
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^and the love of maxy waxes edd. In tiiis emergoiicy it 
-becomes the finends ^f the Redeems to come up to the help 
of the Lord against the mighty. In sach a cause none 
diould be remiss. ShookL our country be invaded by an 
enemy, tlmt should threatm our lives and libertiesy and the 
destruction of our fkmilies, would not every man be at his 
post ? Would he hesitate to part withafl his woildly property, 
if required, to repd the invader, and save his fiumly 1 But 
here is an enemy, the most cruel and dangerous, who tiireatens 
the destruction of both soul and body* And are we insensi« 
ble of his fetal inroads 1 How man^ of our dear children 
and friends are led in chains by this cruel enemy ! And 
^all we sleep? Shall we sit down and fold our hands? 
^hall we continue to hug our wealth, and remain «nmoved, 
while the cries of the wretciied are sounding in our ears? 
Do we not remembw the Utter curse denounced on some who 
came not up to the help of the Lord against the mighty ? In 
a word, let tive importance of the cause, the glory of Grod, 
the salvation of souls, and our own happiness, arouse us to 
united and vigorous exertions in this most glmous cause. 

By order of the Board. 

John Pbck, Pres. 
ioHN Lawton, See, 

A collection of $17 85 was taken for missionary purposes. 
After due consideration, it was unanimoudy voted to amend 
the constitution so as to read in the following words : 



CONSTITUTION. 

Akt. 1. This Society shall be known by the name of the 
^ Baptist Missionary Convention of the State of New York/' 

Akt. 2. The Convention diall conast of those only who 
Bhall subscribe to this constitution, and pay at least one 
dollar annually into its funds. 

Art. 3. The object of this Convention shall be to send 
the gospel, and other means of promoting the knowledge of 
Ood, among such of our fellow-creatures as are destitute ; 
and that either stationary or occasionaUy, as prudence may 
tiictate and funds admit 

8 
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Art. 4. The Convei^ticMi, at each annual meeting, shall 
appoint a moderator and a recording secretary of the meet- 
ing. 

AKT..5. The membeiSy at their annual meeting, shaH, hy 
ballot, appoint a President, Secretary, Treasurer, and thirty 
Directors. The President^ Secretary, Treasurer, and twepty 
of the Directors, shall be members in good standing in some 
regular Bfl4[>tist church. These thirty-three officers shaS 
compose a Board, of which the Prendent shall be chairman, 
and the Secretary clerk. 

Aet. 6* The President, by the consent of five of the 
Directors, i^iall have power to call a meeting of the Conven- 
tion, whenever to him it shall appear necessary ; also, as 
chairman of the Board, he shall have power, at his discre- 
tion, to call a meeting <^ the Directors; and it shall be his 
duty to call a meeting whenever requested by five members of 
the Board. 

Art. 7. The chairman, with five other members of the 
Board, shall form a quorum to do business ; and in case of 
the chairman's absence, any six members. 

Art. 8. The Board shall have power to apply the funds 
according to their discretion, in all cases in which they shall 
not be restricted by the special direction of the Convention. 

Art. 9. They shall have power to appoint and dismiss 
missionaries, to form and locate executive committees, and 
to transact all other necessary business of the Convention 
during its recess. 

Art. 10. The Board of Directors shall annually exhibit 
to the Convention a particular account of the missionaries 
by them employed ; the places to which they are, or have 
been, sent ; their prospect of success ^ the state of the funds ; 
their receipts and expenditures ; and whatever relates to the 
institution. 

Art. 11. The Treasurer shall exhibit, both to the Conven- 
tion and Board, the state of the treasury whenever called upon 
for that purpose ; and give sufficient security for the funds 
placed in his hands. 

Art. 12. The Secretary shall correctly and fairly transcribe 
and record the proceedings of the Convention and Board, in 
a book fiimished at the expense of the Convention. 

Art. 13. In order more efifectually, to aid the intention of 
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the Convention, a subscription dball be kept open for the 
benefit of the funds, tiiat all who are disposed nmy do some- 
thing to promote so laudable an undertaking. 

Art. 14. The annual meeting of the Convention ediall be 
on the third Wednesday of October, at 10 o'clock, A. M., at 
such place as the Convention from time to time may direct. 

Art. 15. Any person payi^ ten dollars in cash at one 
time, will be considered as a member of fte Convention for 
life. 

Art. 16. Any mranber of this Convention wishing to 
discontinue his membership, upon paying M duei^ may have 
his name erased* 

Art. 17. Any number of persons associated (of mission- 
&r^ purposes, upon a constitution adapted to the interests of 
this Convention, may become auxiliary to this Convention. 
And all members of such societies, who pay one dollar to the 
funds, shaH be considered as members of this Convention. 
Any auxiliary society or any individual, who shall pay fifty 
dollars in cash or produce into the treasury of this Conven- 
tion annually, shall have a right to appoint a member to act 
in the Board of Directors ; and one member for every addi- 
tional hundred dollars. 

Art. 18. The Convention shall have power, at their 
annual meetings, to make such alterations and additions as 
experience sh^ dictate, by a majority of three-fourths of 
the members present. 

The constitution, thus amended, was unanimously adopted. 
Upon its adoption, the much-desired coalition took place, 
and the two bodies cordially united ; Hiereby combining the 
strength and consolidating the energies of the missionary 
interests in the State. 

Immediately afler the union was effected, the individuals 
who were elected by the State Convention at their meeting in 
Elbridge, were chosen to act as the Board under the new 
organization. 

The Board, under the new arrangement, met at Fabius, 
May 18, 1825. Eld. J. N. Brown made a report of his 
proceedings as a missionary at Buffalo, which was deemed 
highly satisfactory. Br. A. M. Beebee was appointed editor 
of the <^ Baptist Register," and general agent for the super- 
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intendenee of its concerns. They proceeded to instiiict 
their missionaries and agents to exert themselves in obtaining 
subscribers for the ^Baptist Register ;" and also to receive 
moneys due for the same» They likewise agreed that the 
publication of the ^Western Magazine" should be continued 
to the close of the fourth vohime, and then discontinued ;. 
and that the present editors continue the management of the 
concern until its completion. 

In consequence of numerous applications, they appointed 
Htissienftries for the- term of two years and eighteen weeks. 
They also appointed Elds. J. Peck, R.. Powell, and £. Galu* 
sha, an executive committee, to manage the whole of tha 
coneems ef the missionary estaUishment at Oneida. And 
having transacted some local business, they adjourned, tO' 
meet at Sangersfield, the 3d Wednesday in August next— « 
Eld.. Haynes to preach, Eld. Comstock his substitute^ 



BAPTIST MISSIONARY CONVENTION. 



We purpose now to give a brief sketch of the rise of the 
Baptist Missionary Convention of the State of New York 
and its vicinity* 

In the year 1821 a general opinion prevailed that the time 
had arrived when the strength of the denomination should 
be concentrated, and brought more distinctly to bear upon 
the great missionary enterprise. There had existed, for 
several years, small missionary societies and associations, in 
different parts of the State, operating to the extent of their 
means, but without concert ; and it was the opinion of 
many judicious brethren that b missionary state convention 
might be formed, upon such principles as would secure the 
united action of all these bodies, and bring to their aid a 
much greater amount of means than could otherwise be 
obtained ; and thus enable them to do more in supplying the 
destitute with the gospel than they were doing. With these 
views the Hudson Kiver Association, at their session in August, 
1821, adopted the following resolutions : 

^Resdvedf That a circular letter be written and addressed 
to all the regular Baptist associations in this State ; inviting 
them to express distinctly, in their minutes, their deliberate 
opinion on the propriety of constituting a general convention 
of the State of New York, to be composed of delegates from 
every association in the State which may be favorable to the 
measure ; and that a committee be appointed to draft such a 
circular, expressing the object to be gained by such a conven- 
tion, and present it to the next association. 

*< Resohedf That Bm. Malcom, Leonard, and Sommers, be 
that committee." 

At the meeting of the Otsego Association, the September 
following, the aforesaid resolution was referred to a commit- 
tee, consisting of Brn. Elijah F. WiHey, Josq)h More, and 

8* 
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Charles Babcock. This committee reported in favor of 
immediate action, but recommended that the proposed Con* 
vention confine its efforts to the support of domestic missions. 
They also submitted the following resolutions, which were 
unanimpusly adopted, viz.. 

^Resdvedy That a committee of three be appointed by this 
Association, as del^ates, to meet such other delegates as may 
be appointed by sister associations,, to adopt measures for 
carrying into e&ct the above object. 

^^Resolvedj That the delegates be requested to hold their 
first meeting at the village of Mentz, (near Auburn,) in the 
county of Caynga^^ on the third Wednesday of November 
next, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

^ Resolved^ That we earnestly solicit the associations inr 
this State and its vicinity ta unite with us in the above plan ;, 
and that such as may convene before the meeting of the 
C(mvention as above, at Mentz, will appoint delegates to meet 
at the above time and place. 

^ Resolvedf That Elds. E» Galusha and IX. Putman,.and Dr.^ 
Babcock, be delegates to meet as above ; and that Eld. W. 
Windsor be substitute^ if either fail." 

In accordance with this resolution, on the 21st of Nov.,^ 
1821, delegates duly appointed by the Otsego, Oneida, Madi- 
son, Franklin, and Cayuga^ Associations, assembled in the 
town of Mentz, Cay. Co., and organized under the name of 
the Baptist Domestic Missionary Convention of the State of 
New York and its vicinity.. 

A constitution was adopted,^ the fourth article of which 
says, ^ The object of this Convention shall be to promote 
dfHuestic missions.'^ The first officers of the Convention 
were as follows, viz. Dea. Squire Manro, President. Eld.- 
Sylvenus Haynes, Vice-President. Eld. Elijah F. Willey, 
Secretary. Dr. Charles Babcock, Treasurer. Elds. O. C. 
Comstpck, Solomon Goodale, Elkanah Comstock, J. S. Twiss, 
John Jefiries, Dea. Jonathan Olmsted, and Brn. Alexander 
M. Beebee and Isaac Geer, Directors. 

Among the number who composed the meeting were those 
faithful servants of the Lord, Elds. Sylvenus Haynes, Caleb 
Douglass, and Joseph More, and Deas. Asher Wetmore, 
Squire Manro, and Dr. Francis Guiteau — ^men full of faith 
and of the Holy Ghost ; all of whom have ceased from their 
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labors, and, we believe^ have entered into tiie joy of their 
Lord. No one, who attended the meeting, can have for- 
gotten the singular manifestation of God's power and pre* 
sence then and there enjoyed, or with what freedom, faith, 
and fervency, God's blesang was sought upon the labors of 
that day. Before the Convention closed its session, the 
following address was adopted^ viz. 

^'ADDRESS 

OF THE BAPTIST DOMESTIC KI88IONABT CONVENTION OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YOBK AND ITS VICINITY. 

To all the Associations, Missionary Societies, and Churches, within the 
said territory, and to the Christian Pnblir. 

<< At a time when the dispensation of mercy is opening to 
the benighted nations of the earth^-when Christian commu. 
nities, in every country, are awaking from their long slum- 
bers to liberal exertion — when the Bible and the missaonary 
are making their peaceful way alike into the palace and the 
cottage of the heathen — ^with peculiar pleasure we witness 
the l^nevolence, assiduity, and perseverance, of many do- 
mestic missionary societies now in existence, and most 
cheerfully bid them God-speed. They have done what they 
could. Still, it is much to be lamented, that, for want of 
more ample means, their worthy labors are far froiii supply, 
ing with the precious gospel the vast multitude in our coun- 
try who are perishing for lack of vision, or setting in *• order 
the things that are wanting' in the destitute churches. 

*^ The following disadvantages attend the present state of 
things: ^ 

''The separate funds of small societies do not enable them 
to employ, m all cases, men well qualified for the arduous 
duties assigned them. Where misnonaries labor, they are 
taken as samples of the denomination by which they are 
sent out ; or, rather, they are considered as the ablest among 
their brethren. Ought we not, then, to select for such an 
important embassy those who possess the best talents, and 
the most information, as well as the greatest share of pru- 
dence and piety ? Missionaries are spiritual planters ; and 
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let it not be forgotten that such was the appellation of a 
Paul, not of an Apollos. It is a painful consideration that 
the limited resources of our present societies prevent their 
employing any suitable person for a considerable length of 
time. Consequently, the faithful missionary, after entering 
an important field of labor, and seeing the pleasure of God 
begin to prosper in his hand, finds that the term of his mis- 
sion has expired, and the means of his support are exhaust- 
ed. The wants of his distant and dependent family oppress 
his mind, and urge his speedy return to their relief. He 
fears, on the one hand, the just charge of being worse than 
an infidel if he do not hasten to provide for his own house- 
hold, and, on the other, a dreadfld woe if he continue not 
there to preach the gospel. The entreaties and tears of 
anxious sinners and ardent converts overcome him — -he 
tarries a few days longer — God pours out his Spirit — ^sinners 
are regenerated — ^the weeping multitude hang upon him, 
crying, < Do not leave us ! we fear going to hell without 
ever hearing another gospel seitnon ! ' But the time has 
come, and he must tear himself from them. He leaves young 
and inexperienced converts without instruction, without 
human protection, without a church to nourish them, exposed 
to the attacks of Satan, the corruptions of their* own hearts, 
the sophistry and malignity of infidels and false professors. 
He leaves convicted sinners destitute of an evangelical mes- 
senger to point them to the Lamb of Gpd, who alone can take 
away their sin. Could such provision have been made, by an 
adequate society, as would enable him justifiably to continue 
a month or two, perhaps many precious immortal beings 
might, through his instrumentality, have been brought out of 
darkness and despair into the light of life, to embrace the 
hope of eternal glory. A church might have been consti- 
tuted, and a flock in the wilderness inclosed in the gospel 
fold. 

" The object of the Convention is to remove such evils, 
and to produce a greater sum of good : not by destroying, 
superseding, or opposing, those benevolent missionary socie- 
ties already in operation ; but by combining, improving, and 
maturing, them. 

" The benefits which it is devoutly hoped will result from 
this institution, are, 
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^ 1. A combination of energies, efforts* and funds. And 
let it be remembered that * combined exertion is powerM 
exertion.' As extreme heat depends on the concentration of 
many rays into a single point, and as the powerful current of 
a majestic river is produced by the uniting of its various 
tributary streams, so, in relation to doing ^od, the strength 
of the churches of Christ (as &r as human ability extends) 
consists in & union of their wisdom, their taleiats, their 
graces, their charities^ and their exertions, in mutual and 
friendly co-operations. In blending our liberalities, we may 
be able more largely and efiectually to supply the destitute, 
by comman<tingy for missionary purposes, the first talents 
and graces committed to our d^omination. Is it not highly 
important that those who enter the enemy's territories, to 
plant the standard of Emanuel, should be well acquainted 
with his mode of warfture % and that he who laya the founda- 
tion of God's house should be a wise master-builder ? How 
desirable is it that those who are to organize churches in the 
moral wilderness, and ^set in order the things that are want- 
ing ' in those that are scattered, divided, or distracted, should 
be wiee aa aerpenio and harmlcfls aa doves — that they should 
be thoroughly acquainted, not only with human nature and 
the economy of Divine grace, but with the discipline of the 
house of God — that they may be able to answer the various 
inquiries of the ignorant, stop the mouths of gainsayers, 
reconcile the disa&cted, and humble the vain-boaster ? Does 
not the honor of religion and the good of souls require a mis- 
sionary board, whose funds will authorize them to say to 
those who are best qualified for the responsible and moment, 
ous work of a domestic missionary, <Gro, enter on mis£aonary 
ffround, and there continue as long as God in his providence 
directs, and we will provide for your fiunily and flock ? ' 

^ 2. The collection of important and extensive informa- 
tion. A convention of del^ates from every part of this 
State and its vicinity will bring together numerous interest- 
ing and essential fiicts^ concerning the want of churches, 
destitute portions of country, and the operations of the hand 
of God in different places. And through the medium of that 
correspondence, which the constitution provides, the moral 
as well as local situation of that vast and gloomy region in 
the west will be laid open to the view of t^ Board, and by 
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them to that of the henevolent public. Much time and 
money are now employed to little effect for want of such 
knowledge. 

^ 3. A judicious distribution and destination of missiona- 
ries. Owing to an ignorance of each other's proceedings, 
different societies, in some instances, send more missionaries 
to some particular places than are needed, while others are 
left entirely destitute, and, for want of proper information, 
often direct them to fields of labor far less important and 
promising than many that remain unoccupied. Whereas, a 
society, haying an ample and distinct view of the whole 
ground, and abo of the difierent gifts at its command, can 
adopt and occupy to peculiar advantage. 

^ 4. The continuance of useful and successful missionaries 
in places where God has smiled, and still smiles, on their 
labors ; and where existing circumstances and impressions 
of duty require them to remain. 

"A transient falling of drops of water scarcely aflects 
thef surface of the earth ; but < a continual dropping wear- 
eth away stones.' So, notwithstanding a sermon or two 
from a ^ithfbl -embassador of Jesus Christ may scarcely 
produce a perceptible effect, yet a continuation of his min- 
isterial exertions is oflen Uessed of the Lord for the 
conversion of hundreds of sinners and the organization 
of formidable churches. In clearing land of its native 
growth, we would not pass along, giving a single blow 
to every tree in the forest; nei£er shoi^ the mission- 
ary (unless of necessity) preach a single sermon only to a 
destitute people. Nor snould he leave the infant churches, 
the solitary convert, like a stalk of wheat in the thick wood- 
land, to a sickly growth beneath the extended branches of 
umbrageous oaks ; but make an opening to admit the warmth 
and effulgence of the sun. 

'' Could you witness the heart-rendings of a missionary 
about to leave converts weeping on every side, while sinners 
wring their hands in the agonies of despair, would you not 
say, *Let something be done to prolong his stay V As to 
the duty of supporting domestic missions, need we say any. 
thing by way of argument ? Tell us, you who have been de- 
livered from darkness, sin, and death, by the glorious gospel 
of Christ ! tell us, ye parents who have beloved children in 
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the western wilderness, where the voice of a herald of mercy 
is never heard ! Will you unite with us in bearing the en« 
dearing testimonies of a once expiring Savior's love to those 
who dwell in the shades of moral night, and are exposed to 
the blackness of darkness forever ? May the God of com- 
passion render you compassionate, and teach you, by happy 
experience, that there is a giving that is more blessed than 
receiving." 

Immediately after the Convention adjourned, the Board 
commenced their labors ; and although they had no funds in 
the treasury, yet, relying on the Lord, they during the year 
gave appointments to Brn. Elon Galusha, EHkanah Comstock, 
and John G. Stearns, as missionaries. 

The first annual meeting of the Convention was held at 
Whitesboro, Oneida Co., Oct. 16, 1822. The meeting was 
opened by reading a portion of scripture, and prayer. The 
report of the treasurer exhibited the amount of moneys paid 
out during the year by order of the Board, to be $147 84. 
The report of tiie Board exhibits the following results from 
the labors of their missionaries, viz. 

^' That Br. John G. Stearns labored in the vicinity of 
Buffalo, to their entire satisfaction; and that the entire 
expense of his mission was defrayed by the people among 
whom he preached the gospel. That Br. Elon Galusha had 
spent a portion of his time at Buffalo, where he had been 
instrumental in the hand of God of establishing a respectable 
church of thirty members ; and wher^ he baptized many 
worthy citizens of the village, it being the first time the 
ordinance of baptism had ever been administered in that 
p4ace in its primitive form. In addition to his labors at 
buffalo, Br. Galusha visited the Territory of Michigan, and 
was the instrument of planting the standard of the cross at 
Pontiac, it being the first Baptist, if not the first Protestant, 
church, in the Territory. Here, also, he administered the 
ordinance of Christian baptism, it being the first time the 
waters of the Territory had furnished a liquid grave for the 
disciples of Christ, except at the mission-station among the 
natives. And that Br. EUkanah Comstock had laboi^ in 
Centre Co., Penn., where his efforts had been uncommonly 
blessed in awakening sinners, and in confirming the souls of 
ihei disciples." 
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At this meeting it was <^ Resolved, That a sermon be 
preached annually at the opening of this Convention, and 
that a contribution be taken immediately thereafter to fur- 
ther its benevolent objects/' 

The second annual meeting of the Convention was held at 
Vernon, Oneida Co., Oct. 15 and 16, 1828. The introduc 
tory sermon was delivered by Br. Lewis Leonard, from Zech. 
iv. 7. The report of the Treasurer showed that 931 1 89 
had been received, and 8192 43 had been paid out during 
the year. The report of the Board states ^That they 
appointed several missionaries, but that two only had accepted 
the appointment. These were Br. Elkanah Comstock, who 
continued his labors in Centre Co., Penn., and Br. John 
N. Brown, who had taken charge of the church at Buffalo." 
The labors of these brethren are represented as having been 
^ highly beneficial to the churches among whom they labor- 
ed." The report also mentions one agency which was per- 
formed without any expense to the Convention, deserving of 
notice. It jvas by the venerable President, Dea« Squire 
Manro. He explored the Territory of Michigan, and repor- 
ted '< That he found the Territory in great moral darkness, 
very much needing the labor of missionaries, and presenting 
most favorable openings, where the people are desirous to 
receive the embassadors of Christ." 

The third annual meeting of the Convention was held at 
Elbridge, Onon. Co., Oct. 20 and 21, 1824. The introduc- 
tory sermon was delivered by Br. Spencer H. Cone, of N. T. 
The meeting was highly interesting, and more fliUy attended 
than any previous one. The Treasurer reported die amount 
of his receipts to be $ ^ and that of the disburse- 
ments to be 8704 91. From the report of the Board, it 
appears that they had appointed Br. Calvin Philleo their 
agent, and had also commissioned ten or twelve other breth- 
ren as missionaries ; yet but a few entered the fidds assigned 
them. Br. John N. Brown continued at Buffalo, Bm. John 
Blain and F. H. Johnson were employed alternately at 
Oswego, Br. Randolph Streeter at Vienna, and Br. Elkanah 
Comstock at Michigan. While each of the brethren labor- 
ed to the entire satimction of the Board, none submitted to 
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sacrifices as extensive as Br. Comstock. He endured the 
privations and diseases of Michigan in the early settlement 
thereof with unflinching p^severanoe, and continued to 
occupy the fidd assigned him, with untiring faithfulness, 
until the Lord called him to enter the rest in reserve for his 
people. During the period he was engaged in the ministry, 
the cause was so much extended in that Territory, that he 
not only assisted in the organization of a number of church- 
es, hut was also permitted to participate in the labor of 
forming tiie first Aj990ciati<Mi. 

At this meeting of the Convention an event occurred, 
which had lon^ be^ most ardently desired by all the firiends 
of domestic missions in this State. Upon the request of the 
President of the Convention, and one of the Directors of 
the Board, the Hamilton Baptist Missionary Society, which 
had existed for more than seventeen years, were represented 
by a committee whose object it was to propose a plan upon 
which a union might be efiected between the two bodies. 
The Convention promptly a(^inted a conunittee on their 
part, and the two committees agreed upon the plan, which 
the Convention accepted and adopted, and the amalgamation 
was consummated at tiie subsequent annual meeting of the 
Hamilton Baptist Missionary Society, as has been already 
«tated. 

As the constitution was so altered as to increase the num- 
ber of Directors to thirty, it is deemed advisable to append 
the names of the first officers after the union occurred, viz. 

Elon Gdusha, President. Elijah F. Willey, Secretary* 
diaries Babcock, Treasurer. 

Nathaniel Kendrick, John P^k, Sylvenus Haynes, Jcim 
Jefines, Squire Manro, Alexander M. Beebee, John Blain, 
Alfred Bennett, Lewis Leonard, Oliver C. Comstock, John 
8. TwisB, Thomas Plirintxm, Jonathan Olmsted, Asa Averill, 
Daniel Plitman, Joel W. Clark, Eliada Blakeeley, Leland 
Howard, Rufiis Babcock, Nathaniel Cde, Archibald Maclay, 
John Lawton, Martin E. Cook, Spencer H. Cone, William 
Colgate, John Williams, Thomas Purser, Howard Malcom, 
Na&an Peck, and Horace Grriswold, Directors. 

Before this dection occurred, Dea. Squire Manro, who 
had been the President of the Convention from its organiza. 
tion, requested his brethren, in view <^ his age and infirmi- 

9 
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ties, to aUaw him the privilege to retire at least from that 
office, and to fill It with some brother who had not borne the 
burden and heat of the day. The Convention complied with 
his request, but continu^ him in the Board, so that his 
counsel was still secured, and his time, his talents, and his 
property, were unsparingly devoted to the interests of the 
Convention, until the M^ter released him fn»n his labors, 
and received him into the mansions above. . 

The feelings of the Convention and of the Board, in view 
of the events connected with this meeting, and that of May 
following, when the union was consununated, will be fully 
develop^ by the following address, which they adopted and 
circulated tiiroughout the State. 



""ADDRESS 

OF THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY CONVENTION OF THE STATE OF 

NEW YORK. • 

To all the Missionary Societies, Associations, Ckurches, and friends of 
Christian benevolence, through the State. 

<< The object of this Convention is to promote the knowledge 
of Christ among such of our feUownnen as are destitute of 
the ordinary means by which he reveals his grace and glory. 
To effectuate this purpose extensively, to us it appears 
Jimportant to combine, as &r as practicable, the talents, 
resources, and energies, of our denomination, in every part 
of the State. And we rejoice to see our brethren in other 
States adopting such a course. That much good is done by 
small societies, and even by individuals not in concert, we 
do not doubt: that abundantly more may be accomplished 
by a general union, is obvious. What would be the compar- 
ative force of two armies of equal numbers and equal valor* 
th^ one in single and disunited effort, the other in conjoint 
engagement ? The former would resemble a mass of looise 
sand upon the shore, that yields to every wave ; the latter a 
rock in the ocean, that defies the rushing billows. Such is 
the respective efficacy of separate and cmnbined exertions 
in every cause. The most important aehievements of which 
we have a knowledge, in every department of intellectual 
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being, are the result of concurrence. There is a most per- 
feet co-operation of all the glorious persons of the Godhead 
in the stupendous works of creation, providence, and redemp- 
tion. The angelic hosts of all move in concert. In the 
cabinet of every nation on earth there is conjunction. So 
essential is this to success in any great undertaking, that 
demonS) with all their discordant feelings, co-operate in 
executing their infernal schemes. I^ tiien, all rational 
beings, whether holy or unholy, whetiier on earth, in heaven, 
or hell, unite with their respective compeers in the production 
of important efiects of joint interest, what an irrefiragible 
proof have we of the great advantages resulting from a 
concentration of energies ! 

'^ Where a coincidence of views and feelings ferms a 
common bond of friendship, a combination of e£R>rt is doubly 
advantageous and deeply interesting. Such are all associ* 
ations in heaven^ such were those of the apostles and 
primitive disciples ; and such should be those of Christians 
in the present day. * Behold! how good and how pleasant 
it is for brethren to dwdl together in unity.' How amiable 
for brethren to labor together in love! It is much to be 
regretted that, in the Baptist denomination, where there is 
80 much unison of sentiment and harmony of feeling, there 
is not a more general amalgamation and co-<^ratioB^ 
especially in the promotion of domestic mianons. Although 
the whole number of missionaries employed by us bears a 
very small proportion to the numerous and extensive fields of 
labor, yet for want of concert, when a Macedonian cry is 
heard from a particular quarter, many societies, equally 
anxious to affoiti relief, and ignorant of each other's designs, 
pour in their missionaries in abundance, which, besides 
exciting tiie false idea that there is an amplitude (or rather 
superfluity) of funds and laborers to supply all the destitute 
places in our country, often creates j^ousy and alarm. 
This, and many otiier evils heretofore mentioned in our cir- 
culars, may be remedied by a union#of all our societies in 
one general head ; so that, acting as members of one common 
body, they may afford mutual aid. The benefits accruing 
from such a concurrence, in addition to those exhibited in 
«ur fermer communications, are 
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<<1. An eMieawm of acquaintance with hoUi the per8<ms m 
gifts of our brethren. How exhilarating to behold the faces, 
and witness a display of the graces, of those of whose faith 
and labors we have only heard by the hearing of the ear- 
to leara the way in which the hard led them — to take sweet 
counsel, syn^athise, rejoice, pray, and praise, together. 
Acquaintance thus formed stifles jealousies and prejudices 
which were founded on an ignorance of each other, and 
often makes us blush to think of the prepossessions we had 
cherished. It teaches us, effectually, to judge no man 
(eqiecially a Inrother) before we hear him. 

^2. An increase of affecticn. The association and ^miliar 
intercourse of friends has a natural tendency to strengthen 
their attachments. Like the apostle of the gentiles, we may 
feel deep solicitude and sacred regard for those disciples 
whose &ces we have never seen in the flesh ; but to view them 
bearing the image and breathing the spirit of Christ, and 
cmning up to the help of the Lord against the mighty, fans 
the spark of firatemal love to a flame. By meeting, consult* 
ing, and laboring, together, our hearts become most firmly 
cemented. Nor does anything more endear Christians than 
a union in labors of love. 

' ^3. An acquaintanee of kmndedgCfnol ofdifof missiansryf^ 
hit various dherp subjects* Although the principles and gen.> 
eral character of the Christian religion are the sam6 in all 
places, yet every part of Zion has its peculiarities. Among 
Chrii^ans there is a diveraty of gifts widely dispersed, ana 
'tiiey have minds difierently framed and diflerently fraught. 
A large cottection of these, together, not only promotes our 
general information, but furnishes a minute knowledge of 
the internal state of Zion, which we could derive as safely 
and easily firom no other source. Badli contributes, of his 
own private store, to the common [stock,'and thus all are 
enriched, without in the least impoveristung any. 

^4. Abeiu^ficuAassimslalifm* By an interchange of ideas, 
a reciprocation of firiendly feelings, a mutual forbearance 
and condescension, towards those of diflerent habits, each 
gradually loses his own peculiarities, and amalgamates with 
the body* Thus brethren become -of one heart and one 
mind. 

«^5. Needful excitemeot. Although the active mind of 
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man, like the vibrating pendulum, is constantly in motion, 
yet, by its own gravitation, it is ever tending towards a 
state of rest* <^bon sharpeneth iron, so a man ^haj^neth 
the countenance of his friend." By such a. Coalition, thoito 
who have become listless are roused to emulation, fired with 
ardor, and nerved with vigor* 

^6« EncouragemenL WeTsometimes fed like the jHrophet 
Elijah, when he comjdained that the altars of the Lord were 
di£^;ed down, the prophets slain, and he left alone in perib 
and distress. But when our eyes behold a goodly number 
whom Grod has reserved for the d^ense of the trutii, we 
receive new strength and resolution. We then feel that 
those who are for us are more numerous than those who are 
against us. When the brethren who went from Rome to 
meet St. Paul, arrived at Appi Forum and the three taverns^ 
the apostle saw them and took courage. Often, when 
the afflicted and disheartened minister of Christ sets out for 
such a meeting, his heart is read^ to burst with grief. But 
the first sight of his brethren ai;id companions in tribulation 
causes his dejected countenance to sparkle with animation, 
and his bosom to thrill with joy. 

^7. Agreater wtUn^^care ooer Ae mtereHi of Zion* 'In 
the multitude of coonsdors tiiere is safety.' A convention 
of ddegates from every part of the State will afibrd an 
opportunity to such as are assailed with errors peculiar to 
Aeir section of country, or involved in distressing and per* 
pkzing cases of discipline, and other difficulties, to consult 
their brethren who have gained wisdom by experience^ and 
prudence by the things which they have mSBted ; and who 
are remote firom those predilections which sometimes bias 
the judgment of the best of men. Such an intercourse, 
fiimishing, as we have already remarked, ft more minute 
acquaintance with the internal concerns of our churches, 
wiU have a tendency to secure them against error, by turn- 
ing upon them tiiie vigilant eyes of thousands who feel the 
deepest interest in their welfare. We have named but a few 
of the many advantages which, it is confidently believed, 
would result from a general union in our State Convention. 
We must now proceed to notice the principal objections 
that have been raised against it 
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^ 1. That it tends to aggrandizement^ by promoting sonte 
of the brethren to more honor than others share. 

<<2. That large ecdesiagtical bodies are dangerous to the 
cause of Christ, 

^ In answer to the first objection, we need only say that nxy 
honor is conferred on any brother by this body but that of 
a servant. And if any are desirous of the honor of devo* 
ting much tune, much Ikhbr, and some cash, too, (without 
pecuniary reward,)" to the precious cause of truth, let them 
share it aalargelyaff their beneyotent hearts may crave ; for 
the heavier &ey are hiden with it, the more will God be 
glorified, and suffering humanity relieved. 

^To the second objection we would reply, that all ecclesiaff. 
tical bodies are dangerous^ in proportion, not to their numbers, 
but to the independent power* tiiey possess, the temptation 
they are under to abuse it, and. the encouragement they give 
to unholy ambition. But this Convention, as may be seen 
by its constitution^ is invested with no such power-— can 
acquire none; consequentiy, can abuse none.. Its members 
are chosen annually by tli^ brethren. Its funds are all 
derived from free donations, and must be appropriated ac- 
cording to the direction of the donor. It affords no 
encouragement to unholy ambition^as it enjoys no emoluments, 
pays to its officers no aedary, no perquisites, and confers no 
honorary titles. We are able to diseovev no more danger, 
or tendency to> aggrandize, i« this case, than where the 
citizens of a town, to promote an object of common interest^ 
and within^ their own jurisdiction, meet together, elect a 
moderator and a elerk, pass resolutions^ and appoint a com* 
mittee to carry them into execution. Let none do like a 
man, who, to avoid a shadow, would run off a precipice. 

' <^Is not the fact itself, that moxky are afraid of combinations^ 
proof of their efficacy f Why are any alarmed at the first 
mention of them ? Because wicked men, acting concurrently 
in a bad cause, have done much evil. By the same rule, 
virtuous men, by conjoint effi>rt in a benevolent cause, may 
do much good. 

<< System, so essential to the efficiency of our missionary 
operations, is less visible in the accumulation than in the 
distribution of our funds. While we are tenacious of a 
system of doctrine and a system of discipline, let us estab- 
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lish and maintain a system of liberality. To raise a 
missionary fund, permit us, dear bretiiren, most earnestly 
and affectionately to recommend to you the following method : 

^ 1. Let every Baptist association in tiie State resolve 
itself into a missicmary society, auxiliary to this Convention, 
and appoint a treasurer and scribe. 

** 2. Let every church form itself into a branch of the 
auxiliary society in its own associatioii—- elect a treasurer 
and collector. 

** 3. Let every member in each church subscribe and pay 
over to tiie oc^lector, annually, such sum as circumstances 
and duty may dictate — give the poor widow an opportunity 
to cast in her mite, and allow even those indigent mmnbers, 
whom the prosperous bretiiren are in duty bound to assist, 
the pleasure of paying at least one shilling annually for the 
qpread of that precious gospel by which they 1k^ to be 
forever enriched. (Additional subscriptions, may be obtained 
in the society, also.) 

** 4. Let all the subscriptions be seasonably collected, paid 
over to the treasuiers of the branch societies, and by them 
forwarded to the associations, respectively, by the delegates 
ci the churches. 

^ 5. Let the nxmeys, when duly received and registered by 
the treasurers and scribes of the auxiliary societies, be for- 
warded by their delegates to the Convention. 

** 6. In the minutes of the associations, let the amount 
paid by each church be inserted. 

** 7. Let the minutes of the Convention exhibit a full account 
of all the mone3rs received from the auxiliary societies. 

** Thus let us walk hand in hand in our labors of love, and 
each contribute, according to his ability, to the promotion of 
the precious cause of our blessed Saviour. 

^ With pleasure we state that measures preparatory to a 
union of the Hamilton Baptist Missionary Society witii this 
Convention have been mutuaUy adopted, and no doubt remains 
of the speedy accomplishment of an object so desirable. 
We hail its approach as peculiarly propitious. The high 
standing of that large and respectable society, the talents, 
zeal and resources, it combines, together with its extensive, 
steady, and successful, operations, excite the most cheering 
anticipation of happy results firom the contemplated union. 
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** The appointment of Hev. John Peck, as General Agent 
of the Convention, will, it is most confidently helieved, greatly 
conduce to its proepexity. His active energy, assiduity, and 
missionary zeal, are too well known to require our commenda- 
tion. He has accepted the appointment, and entered upon 
a discharge of the duties of his office* 

<' The Board, having been instructed by the Convention to 
inquire into the expediency of issuing a periodical publica- 
tion, and, if deemed proper, to carry the same into effect, 
and having received an offer of the < Baptist Register, ' have 
resdved to adopt that pi^r, and enlarge it to the present 
size of the Christian Secretary* They have appointed A* 
M. Beebee, Esq., editor, and made arrang^nents for execu- 
ting the mechanical woi^ in the best manner* These 
arrangements, together with the talents, taste, energy, and 
assiduity, of the editcnr, ine^ire us with a confidence that the 
work wiU not be inferior to any of the kind now published 
in the country* 

^ We close by soliciting your prayerful attention to the 
above plan of (^ration, and your cordial aid in carrying it 
into successfiil execution. 

<* E* Galvsha, President. 
« E. F. WiLLBT, Secretary.'' 

The Board of the Convention met, pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, at Fabius, in May, when the Hamilton Missionary 
Society was merged in the Convention, and the Board ccxn- 
menced their labors. They gave appointments to missiona- 
ries, which, together with those made at subsequent meetings, 
provided for five years of ministerial labor among the desti- 
tute. They also attended to the concerns of the Indian station 
at Oneida, and laid the foundation for a weekly religious pub- 
lication* 

On the day preceding the fourth annual meeting of the 
Convention, the Board met at Cazenovia village, ymen they 
received very cheering reports from the missionaries under 
their patronage, and from the Indian school at Oneida. The 
following report of the General Asent was also received, and 
is here presented, as it exhibits me general feelings of the 
denomination on tiie subject of the amalgamation : 
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*^Toihe Baptist JIRuianary Conoeniion of the State of New 

York. 

^ Dbas Brbthben^-Oii being infimned that I was ap- 
pomted your agent, I was much exercised in my mind to know 
what was du^. On the (me hand, the thought of being 
absent for a year from the church with whom I had labored 
for twenty-one years, together with my own inability to per- 
form so great a work as would devolye on me^ — and on the 
other, the call of the brethren, and the destitute condition of 
thousands ready to peridi for lack of vision^— <^rated pow- 
erfully on my mind, and I felt sensible that I needed wisdom 
from on high* I tli^refore had recourse to a throne of grace, 
and at length I became satisfied in my own mind that it 
was my duty to accept tiie call of the Board. 

^ Consequently, cm the 1st of January, 1825, 1 commenced 
my labors as an agent, by visiting some of the societies aux- 
iliary to the Hamilton mptist Missionary Society, with a 
view to lead them into the measures of the Convention, and 
point out to them the importance of general union. In this 
I happily succeeded. I was then necessarily engaged in 
editing, distributing, and collecting, for the magazines, which 
required much labor, a report of which I shall defer until the 
completion of the work. I also i^nt much time in obtain- 
ing an alteration in our charter, and in attending to the con- 
cerns of the Oneida school, and also of the Baptist Register. 

^I then proceeded in organizing branch societies in the 
counties of Madison, Onondaga, Cayuga, Seneca, Oneida, 
Oswego, and Chenango. Af&r this I visited the Franklin, 
Saratoga, Hudson River, Otsego, Madison, Cayuga, Ontario, 
Genesee, and Holland Purchase, Associations, aB of which 
came cheerfully into the measures of the Convention, as 
auxiliaries. In the vicinity of these Associations I formed 
branch societies as I had importunity. I likewise visited 
^neral societies or boards, viz. Saratoga, Mexico, New York, 
Genesee, and Holland Purchase, all of which agreed to aid 
the Convention. 

<< Although soliciting immediate aid was not my principal 
object, but to bring the strength of our denomination to bear 
on one point in missionary operations, yet I have received 
in contributionsi and other ways, in cash and property, 
$1,384 74. 
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^I would devoutly acknowledge the goodness of God to 
me, in the preservation of my health, and for the success that 
has attended my feeble labors* And under God I would 
acknowledge the kind attention and unwearied exertion of 
our brethren in the ministry to promote the great object ; and 
likewise our dear brethren and sisters in general, who are 
deserving the thanks of the Board for their labors of love in 
the glorious cause. Upon a view of the whole subject, I 
think we have great reason to take courage and go forward. 
Every circumstance seems to presage the approach of a glo- 
rious era. 

^ It becomes us, then, to be on the alert. Union and en» 
ergy should be our motto. Let the whole denomination be 
united, and they will present to view a powerful phalanx, 
which will be appalling to the enemies of truth. Then may 
we with confidence say with the Psalmist, < Let thy work 
appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto their children ; 
and let the beauty of the Lord be upon us ; and establish thou 
the work of our hands upon us ; yea, the work of our hands 
establish thou it.' 

** Yours, in the gospel, 

"John Peck." 

The fourth annual meeting of the Convention was held lA 
Cazenovia village, Oct. 19 and 20, 1825. The introductory 
sermon was delivered by Br. Howard Malcom, of Hudson. 
The meeting was one of deep and thrilling interest. The 
delegates sat together in heavenly places, and spectators 
were constrained to say, " Behold ! how good and how plea- 
sant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity." The re- 
port of the Treasurer states the receipts for the year then 
passed to be (2,725 39 and the disbursements to be <^2,269 97. 
The report of the Board gave a gratifying view of the results 
. of labor performed, and an affecting picture of whitening 
fields, with no reapers to secure the precious fruits. 

The fifth annual meeting of the Convention was held at 
Mentz, Cayuga Co.» Oct. 18 and 19, 1826. The introducto- 
ry sermon was delivered by Br. Ezra Going. According to 
the provisions of the constitution, Br. Alfred Bennett was 
chosen moderator, and Br. Horace Griswdd clerk. From 
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the report of the Board, it appeared they had provided, by 
appointments of missionaries, for six years and twenty-four 
weeks of ministerial labor among the scattered settlements of 
our own and adjoining States, and that the smiles of Heaven 
had attended the missionaries employed, and the missionary 
stations under their patronage. During the year then passed 
the disbursements amounted to S3y361 42* The meeting was 
one of the most heavenly character, under the influence of 
which the brethren felt to thank God and take courage. 

The Board, after the adjournment of the Convention, en- 
tered upon the duties of their office. Their first business 
was to appoint the following Executive Committees, viz. 

On the Oneida Station — ^Robert Powell, John Peck, John 
C. Harrison, Nathan Peck, and Nathaniel Cole. 

On the Tonawanda Station — ^Eli Stone, K. H. Benedict, 
and John Miner. 

On the Squawkey HilL Station — ^Eliab Going, Anson Tut- 
hill, and Whitman Metcalf. 

On the N, Y. Baptist Register — Squire Manro, Asber Wet- 
more, Amasa Sessions, Jonathan Olmstead, and John Manro. 
Br. John Peck was reappointed General Agent, and has been 
continued in that office until the present time. 

They also msuk appointments and appropriations accord- 
ing to the best of their judgment^ at this and at their subse- 
quent meetings, the whole of which, with the results, will 
appear in their report at the next meeting of the Convention. 

The sixth annual meeting of the Convention was held in 
.XJtica, Oct 17 and 18, 1827. The introductory sermon was 
/delivered by Br. Leland Howard, from Isaiah ii. 23. Br. 
Lewis Leonard was chosen moderator, and Br. Jesse B. Wor- 
den clerk. The Treasurer reported the receipts, including 
the balance of last year, to be 94,881 14, and the disburse- 
ments to be 93,883 02. Death having laid his hand upon 
Eld. Sylvenus Haynes during the year then past, the Con- 
vention adopted the following resdiution, expressive of their 
sense of his worth, viz. 

<< Resolvedf That we deeply sympathize with the widow, 
children, and other relations, and the public, in the loss that 
they and we have sustained in the removal, by death, of our 
much esteemed brother in the ministry. Eld. Sylvenus Ha3mes, 
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who has heretofore taken an active and useful part in our 
deliberations ; and we would feel especially admonished by 
this trying providence to increased diligence in the service 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.'' 

That the progress of the Convention may be seen for the 
year, the following extract from tiie report of the Board is 
here submitted : 

** DsAK Fathbss and BsETHiuK — ^Permit us to present 
to you a concise account of our operations during your re- 
cess. Thespiritof love has been with us in our meetings; we 
have enjoyed ffreat harmony in our views, and the utmost 
cordiality of feeling, and we hope that spirit, which is ever 
identified with true religion, has been increased by our meet- 
ing and laboring together. 

<' We have in the field about thirty missionaries, who have 
either completed or entered upon their appointments during 
this year ; but we regret that all have not rendered us a re- 
port. As far as we are able to judge, firom what has come 
before us, we think we have cause of lively gratitude to our 
heavenly Father, for his kind care over us and our missiona- 
ries, in affording them success in their labors of love, in min- 
istering abundant consolation to the children of God, and the 
quickening influences of his Spirit to dead sinners. 
Something more than one hundred and sixty have heen 
baptized ; the gospel has been preached to tiiousands of the 
destitute ; and many of the children of the natives have been 
instructed in the principles of science, civilization, and 
religion. In view of all, we will say, we are encouraged by 
the blessings that have attended us ; we are -strengthened by 
liie increase of the qpirit d liberality among our brethren, 
and the reduction, in a great degree, of ^ prejudices which 
have tended so much to hinder our benevolent operations ; 
and we are excited to renew our exertions, by the opening 
of new and extensive fields of labor, and the strong cries of 
tbe destitute fer assistance. But we are destitute of a com- 
petent number of laborers, and of adequate means ; and we 
earnestly desire the Lord to send ferth laborers into the 
harvest, and to produce the evangelical spirit of love to our 
neighbor, as to ourselves ; and we recommend to our brethren 
in the ministry, and in the churches, to adopt some systematic 
course of exertion to aid our funds ; and may we enjoy the 
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spirit of grace and supplication, and commit our souls and 
bodies to the care and service of Grod. 

^< All of which is respectfully submitted by the Board. 

^Elon Galusha, President, 

« €• G. CARPENTBB9 Secretary.^* 

The officers elected at this meeting of the Convention, 
were for the most part those who had previously constituted 
the Board of Directors. A change^ however, was necessarily 
made in the office of Secretary. Br. Elijah F. Willey, who 
had filled that office from the organization of the Conventiont 
much to the satisfaction of his brethren, being compelled 
from ill health to relinquish his ministerial labors, and to 
remove to another part of the State, resigned the office,, and 
Br. Calvin G. Carpenter was elected. 

The seventh annual meeting of the Convention was held 
in Troy, Oct. 15 and 16, 1828. Br. S. H. Cone delivered 
the introductory sermon, froni Isaiah liii. 11 : '< He shall 
see of the travail of his soul, and be satisfied." Br. Cone 
was chosen moderator, and Brn. John Smitzer and C. G. 
Carpenter clei^s. 

l^e representation of associations and missionary societies 
was very general, and the harmony and fraternal affection 
which attended the meeting would have led the spectator to 
say, ^ See how these brethren love one another !" 

The Treasurer's report showed the recei|^ts to be $4,1 13 86 ; 
and the sum paid out to be 939IO8 45. 

By the following extract from the report of the Board, the 
amount of their appropriations and appointments, with the 
success attending the same, will fully appear : 

^ We have been enabled to move onward in the most per- 
fect concert. Not a single instance of collision has occurred 
in the Board to interrupt its operations or mar its harmony. 
We have seen and fdt how blessed it is for brethren to dwell 
and toil together in unity. The fact tiiat all the proceedings 
of the Board at each of its successive meetings have been 
inserted, at full length, in the periodical publication under the 
patronage of the Convention, supersedes the necessity of 
such a minute detail of our transactions as might otherwise 
be demanded. 

10 
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*^ Crenerdl Agent-^'So time was lost in securing and com^ 
manding the services of the General Agent, whose labors for 
several years in the employment of the Board have been so 
successnil, that their continuance was deemed highly 
important. Nor have his exertions to promote the interests 
of the Convention, since his last appointment, been less 
indefatigable or less prosperous than formerly. It has been 
bis constant object to bring into as speedy and as general 
effect as practicable the sjrtrfBmatic course of operations dic- 
tated by the Convention at its last annual meeting. For this 
purpose, he has visited numerous churches, associations, and 
missionary soeietiei^ and solicited their co-operation in the 
plan of contributions to which we have already alluded. In 
this service Bm. Alfired Bennett and Robert Powell have 
been associated with the General Agent ; and a degree of 
success has crowned their efforts, far surpassing the most 
sanguine expectations of the warmest friends of tibie system. 
No less than fifteen associations, embracing more than twen- 
ty-five thousand members, have cordially and almost unani- 
mously approved and adopted the plan. iWs we are permitted 
to see, as the cheering result of a benevolent experiment, the 
effect of which was by many deemed very doubtful at the 
time of its adoption, twenty-five thousand of our brethren in 
this State harmoniouriy associated, in less than cme year, 
upon an equitable and powerful plan of Christian liberality. 
This system promises, eventually^ to carry the gospel of peace 
to hundreds of thousands who are destitute of all its consda- 
tions, and to feed with the bread of life vast multitudes of 
the saints who are hungering and crying in the wilderness 
and waste places whither they are scattered. 

<<The General Agent. has also been engaged in procuring 
donations and subscriptions, visiting Indian missionary 
stations, and attending to the general concerns of the Con- 
vention. He has appointed several sub-agents, whose labors 
have been highly beneficial. The amount of donations 
which he has procured is 82,873 84 ; his expenses, 830 95. 
Term of aervice, twenty^ weeks. 

^ OneidaStatian — ^Br. Stanard continued to superintend the 
Indian school at this station, and preach to the natives with 
much success and great ^ithfulness, until last spring, when 
his health became inadequate to the ^ties of his appointment. 
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He continued to decline until August, when the spirit of tfakr 
promising youth, so ardent in the cause of Indian reform, 
and so elated with a strong hope of a blessed immortality, 
took its departure from earth, with no other regret than that 
its opportunity to do good to the poor perishing sons of the 
forest was closing forever. He ivill long be remembered and 
lamented by the Indian pupils formerly uiider his care ; nor 
can his labor, or his love of labor, in the cause of benevdencei 
soon be forgotten by the Board, or the patrons who knew 
him. Sister Osgood, whose zeal, fidelity, and usefulness^ as 
superintendent of the female department for five years, is 
well known, was constrained by ill health to leave the station 
on the 5th of Feb. From that period till a short time after 
Br. Stanard's death, his companion instructed the Indian 
girls attached to the school to great satisfaction. Soon after 
the decease of her husband, it was found expedient for her 
to leave the station. Many and mutual tears were shed by 
her and her little sable and afi^ticmate pupils, who regarded 
faer as a mother a]s wdl as an instructor. 

<<No suitable teacher has since been obtained for this 
school. The average number of pupils for the year past has 
been twenty-five. There was in the treasury, at the com- 
mencement of the year, 9232 B6. The government 
allowance is 9200. Receipts for the year, 9988 15. Ex- 
penditures, 9963 10, exclusive of 912 19 paid to one of Ha^ 
missionaries of the Board, and 9104 sent to the Tonawanda 
station. Now in the treasury of. the Executive Committee 
of this station, 9200. 

^ Squawkey HiU Station — ^From this station we have re- 
ceived no returns. 

^ Tonatoanda Station — ^The school at this place continued 
in successful operation, under the superintendence of Br. 
Bingham, until June, when he was superseded by Br. John 
Miner. Br. Rollin is still assistant. Soon after the last 
mentioned date, the school was interrupted by sickness, 
produced by large bodies of stagnant waters contiguous to 
the missionary premises. This circumstance has suggested 
to the Executive Committee the propriety of changing the 
site of the institution. The number of scholars on an 
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average is twenty. The government appropriation to this 
station is 8172 28. We have not received a full account of 
^ the receipts and expenditures fcnr the year. 

<< The state of religious feeling at this station is highly 
gratifying and promising. Two Indian converts have 
recently been baptized and united to the mission-church ; 
one of whom has entertained a hope in Christ and maintain- 
ed ftuntly prayer^ for three years previous to offering himself 
for churdb meml^rship. 'IDie other has recently parsed from 
death to life. He is tiie present interpreter^ and son-in-law 
of Little Bear, the most influential chief of the Christian 
party. Thus writes a member of the Board, who attended 
the baptism : < All the native brethren and sisters^ nine in 
number^ were present, who expressed their satisfoction with 
the relation of the eanc^idates, and we as heartily expressed 
ours. We then formed a procession, and marched to the 
the banks of the water^ and these humble candidates were 
buried with Christ in baptism. Our minds were not a little 
afiected with the scene while we stocn} i:4>on the banks of 
this most beautifol stream^ and for a season all was silent as 
the tomb. I believe this day will long be remembered by 
some present. I number it with the best days of my life.' 
Another interesting circumstance is thus mentioned : * A 
letter was yesterday received from Thomas Jameason, a 
native, formerly their interpreter, now residing at Buffalo^ 
informing that he had recently obtained a hope in Christ, 
and requested the privilege of returning to jpin the native 
brethren at Tonawanda.** He has received a good education, 
kas. completed a courseof medical studies, and isnowpractu 
cing among the natives and id^ites.. 

** There is a favorable prospect that all the above Indian 
schools may soon be united at Tonawanda, greatly to the 
advancement of Indian reform. 

f* Missionaries appointed. — H. Blood, Medina, Orleans Co« 
N. Y., for 1 year^ 

Parly Brown, 2nd church Lorain, Black Rfver, 6 weeks. 

James Clark, North Counties, Penn. I year. 

N. Lamb^ Dansville and vie. Steuben Co., N. Y., 6 
weeks. 

J. Lawton, Courtland^ Bioome^ and Chs^ango Cos., & 
monthsic 
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Wm. Greary, north part of Black River Asso. 6 months. 
ft. T. Smith, Sod church Mexico, Oswego Co. 6 weeks. 
E. W. Martin, Geneva and vicimtjr, Ontario Co*i 1 year* 
E. Comstock, Michigan Ter., 1 3rear. 

D. Eldridge, Oswego» 1 yearw 

M. Frederick, Chenango point, 15 weeks. ^ 
N. Peck, Georgetown, Madison Co. 4 week& 
M. SalmoD, Florence, Oneida Co. 5 weeks. 

E. Richmc^, Cataraogus and Allegany Cot, B months. 
Wm. West, Broome Co., 3 months. 

H. Davis, Detroit, M. T., indefinite time. 

P. P. Roots, itinerant^ 8 months. 

Orsemus Allen, Seneca Falls, 1 year. 

** Appropriaiians to Churche$9 to eid them tn procuring 
preachers.*^To the Baptist church in Constantia, $80 ; do 
Pompey and Manlius, $50 ; do Ogdenshurgh, $50 ; African 
church, Albany, $50. 

*< Several requests have been received, which have not 
been granted and several others have been referred to 
committees which have not yet made report. 

** Returns from Missumaries*~-^wmg to the distance of 
the present place of meeting from the field of missionary 
labors, we are deprived of the personal attendance, and also 
of the reports, of many of our missionaries, whose commu* 
nications would doubtless have given us cheering accounts of 
the increase and edification of many destitute churches, and 
the still more joyful news of the conversion of sinners. From 
such missionary reports as have come to hand, we learn the 
following interesting facts : 

^ Br. P. Brown has baptized five persons, and formed a 
Missionary Society, which has contributed $6 to the 
Convention. Br. R. T. Smithes labors, in the 3d church in 
Mexico, have been kindly; received, and afibrd flattering 
prospects as to their final results. Bm. Sawyer and Colver 
have furnished thia church at Ogdenshurgh with the stated 
ministry of the word of God for about six months, which we 
hope may be followed with the blessing of Heaven. Br. 
Martin has labored with success in Geneva : he has baptized 
five persons. Br. E. Comstock's labors in Michigan have 
been blessed : he has baptized nineteen, and constituted a 
new church at Ypsilanti. Br. H* Blood; has formed two 

10* 
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Tract Soeietiei^ and one eonference [H^paratojy to thes 
eoDstkutioii of a ehureh in Medina. Bs. N. Lamb^ 
miasionaTy to Dansville and vicinity, has baptized three, and 
Withered and comforted many scattered churches. Br. H^ 
B^Tis continued his ministerial seivices at Detroit until the 
1th of April, inrhcn he was compelled to leave Ihe station on 
liccount of Uk hedtlw Br. P.. P. Roots reports sixty.nine 
sermons preached in thirteen weeks^ The people among 
whiHB he traveled and preached have tendered their thanks 
to the Convention for his services. Br. Morton- has been a 
great blessing to ^e church in Pompey ds Manlius, which 
was enabled hy the 850 appropriated for their assist- 
ance to retain him as their beloved paster* He has procured 
for the Convention more than the amount appropriated. The 
warmest thanks of the African church in Albany have been 
presented by their pastor for the donation of the Board, which* 
has enabled them to secure for the year past the services 
of their much-loved minister. Br. J.. Clark has been 
received as your mis»onary in- the northern part of Pennsyl- 
vania, with great joy and gratitude. Notwithstanding his 
ill health, he has labored with much assiduity and success. 
So great is the anxiety of the people^ in many places where 
he has preached, to hear the gospel, that they have traveled 
through the woods §tom eight to fifteen miles, to hear a single 
sermon. The Board have been cheered amid their toils and 
anxiety,, net only by the auspices of Heaven^ which have 
crowned their labors, but also by the animating reports of 
kindred associations.. We delight to witness the increasing 
zeal and efforts of Christians in the cause of benevolence, 
and look forward with rapturous antieipation to the period 
when the gospel of Christ shall have impacted its blessings 
to all the world.. 

"-Elon GaluIha, Pres. 
« C. G* Cakpbnteh, Sec J* 

The eighth annud meeting of the Convention was held at 
Whitesboro, Oneida Co. Oct. 31 and 22, 1829. Br. S. H 
Cone delivered the introductory sermon, (the brethren ap. 
pointed having failed,) from Eph. ii. 5 : " For by grace ye 
are saved." Br. Cone officiated as moderator, and Bm. 
Smitzec and Gri^ wold as clerks.. By the report of the Treas-. 
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urer, it appears the receipts were 84^682 62. Expenditures 
93,392 75. 

The fioard, in their report, say, << We haVe appointed sey 
enteen missionaries, one to labor in Pennsylvaniaf one in 
Michigan Territory, and fifteen to labor in different parts of 
this State* The amount of time embraced in these appointor 
ments^ is seven years and twenty-nine weeks, at an expense of 
^lySOd. We Imve made appropriations to churches amount^ 
ing to 8420^ and for Indian reform $970 ; making the entire 
amount of appropriations to stationsr missionaries, &c^ 
93^196w The number of raissioaaries who reported » seven- 
teen> embracing eight years and twenty-three weeks of 
labor, the amoimt of which was 81,729. 

^Indian Stations. Oneida. — ^In view of the union of 
our seho<^ at Tonawanda, alluded to in our last report, the 
committee on the Oneida Station, were directed to discontinue 
the school, and forward the property remaining in the 
treasury to Tonawandar 

^ Tonatoanda — On aeeount of the missioD being located on 
an unhealthy spot,aBd in connection withthe design of teaching 
agriculture to the Indians,, it was deemed advantageous te 
purchase a lot of one hundred and twenty-four acres, on an 
eligible situation. This was procured at 86 per acre, 8100* 
downf the remamdev in six annual payments. Im- 
provements have been commenced, and one frame and one 
log house are about ready to be occupied by the mission-fam- 
ily and school. The debt of this station at the commence-^ 
meni of the year, was 8492. Expenses during the year, 
8l>029, of which 8747 have been paid* Amount of present 
debt, 8557. The nominal value of receipts during the year 
is8l9ll6 : a portion of this is old property, at present of far 
less value than it was priaed. In addition to these receipts,^ 
8l50jwas forwarded by mail, and has not been received ; it is- 
probably lost. 

^ In June last a church was formed here, consisting of fif- 
teen natives, and the missionaries ; four of the natives have- 
been baptized, one of whom was Little Beard a principal^ 
chief of the Christian party ; another Jimeson, the interpre-^ 
ter. The committee represent the piety and faithfulness of 
these brethren to be of a high order, and the station to pre- 
sent an encouraging aspect. The natives, with a laudable 
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zeal, have commeDced a meeting-house, which, when 
finished, will be both pleasant and commodious. For their 
encouragement the Board appropriated to them 930, to furnish 
nails and glass. 

<< Succest.^-^The past year seems to have been a time rather 
of sowing the seed of the kingdom than of gathering in the 
harvest $ yet we rejoice that the Lord has not forgotten to 
be gracious/ Several of the reports embrace very interesting 
accounts of the display of the Divine power in the 
application of the word of life. More than one^ hundred 
and thirty believers have be«i baptized by our misdoil* 
aries, and very encouraging indications of revivals in 
several places at present exist : many feeble churches, appa* 
rently on the eve of dissolution, have been preserved and 
strengthened by their advice inr matters of discipUne and 
order. They have assisted in constituting a number of 
churches, and enabling many of the sheep and lambs to feed 
upon the < Plant of Renown / who otherwise must have hun* 
gered in the wilderness. As our agents, they have been able 
to obtain 9600 for the Convention in the fields of their labor, 
besides what we may subsequently realize in the donations 
of auxiliary societies formed by them. In many instances 
they have been the instruments to arrest the soul, to provoke 
the penitential tear, the trembling prayer ; to inspire the des^ 
ponding spirit with holy confidence in the blood of Jesus 
Christ, and instruct the dear disciple how to behave in the 
church of God. 

<< Encouraging Prospeets.-^We are cheered amidst our la« 
bors by the increase that God has given to our churches in 
numbers, in wisdom, and in grace, and we hail with peculiar 
joy, as a favorable omen, the rapid advance of the spirit of 
missionary exertion iii our churches. The good hand of God 
is evid^tly upon us for our good. We have realized it in 
the patient continuance of the brethren in watching the well- 
being of the institution, in the cheerfulness with which they 
have endtured their toils, and the brotherly love which has 
invariably prevailed. It is no less exhibited in the zeal and 
fidelity of our missionaries, and the pleasure with which they 
have embraced and endured the hardness of missionary ser« 
vice. Tlie . same' good spirit which actuates the missionary 
in devoting himself, actuates the bretiiren todevote of their sub- 
stance, and many very timely donations have been received." 
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The ninth annual meeting of the C<»ivention was held at 
Pahnyra, Wayne Co., Oct. 20 and 21, 1830. The intro- 
ductory sermon was delivered by fir. Elon Gralusha, from 
Galatians iv. 18 : *< But it is good to be zealously affected 
always in a good thing." Br. Nathaniel Kendrick was 
chosen moderator, and Bm. J. Smitzer and J. B. Worden 
clerks. This session was one of peculiar interest, and the 
spirit of the Master appeared to be diffused throughout the 
convocation. ^ Niiieteen associations were represented, while 
all the delegates seemed to say, ^ It is good for us to be here." 
The Treasurer presented his report, as follows, viz. Balance.of 
last year, including goods and obligations, $1,289 87 ; receipts 
during the year, 83,914 39 ; disbursements, 94,519 37. 

In the following extract from the report of the Board, will 
be seen the labors for, and the results which fdlowed, so far 
as they are known : 

^ Dear Bkbthben — At no time have we been more cheer- 
ed by the testimony of Divine approbation than at present. 
Although there still exists some proof that all the affections of 
Christians are not heavenly, yet the principle of Christian 
benevolence has often been exemplified while our agents have 
been collecting for the treasury. The Greneral Agent was 
prevented, by sickness, from visiting three associations, and 
from doing some other business for the Convention ; still, he 
has attended nine associations, a large number of missionary 
societies and churches, and has performed, with much pru- 
dence and assiduity, the labor of the general superintendence 
of the concerns of the Convention. 

^We have appointed thirteen missionaries to labor in dif- 
ferent parts of the vineyard, embracing seven years and 
sixteen weeks of ministerial toil. We have also assisted 
sixteen churches, to the amount of 9845 ; and we have ap- 
propriated 9823 76 to Indian reform. < - ' 

** Indian Reform — ^Though the^ttontion of our brethren 
and of the Board has l<Hig been directed to the spiritual in- 
terests of the natives of our land, our labors for them have 
hitherto been far more circumscribed than our desires. Our 
operations, at present, are centered at Tonawanda ; yet we 
have obtained some from four other tribes, and hope to ob- 
tain still more, to enjoy the blessings of instruction, civiliza- 
tion, and religion, in that place. 
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' ^ The religiou9 prospects at this time are encouraging. 
Meetings for divine worship on the Sabbath, as well as the 
monthly meetings of the church, are regularly maintained* 
A good degree of harmony exists among the brethren, and a 
determination to persevere characterizes their movements, 
and an increasing desire to look ftirther into the mysteries of 
receeming love is very apparent* A native brother and sister 
have lately finished their earthly course, leaving the most 
satisfactory evidence that they left our society for that of 
* the spirits of just men made perfect;' their loss at the sta. 
tion is sensiUy felt. One has recently requested baptism, 
and several others are rejoicing in hope ; a spirit of inquiry 
seems to prevail among some of those who have generally 
attended meetings of worship. They expect to finish their 
meeting-house before winter. 

^^ The school has been regularly kept through the year, 
except when interrupted by sickness, or some transient cir- 
cumstance. The children make good proficiency in learning ; 
a number can read well in the scriptures, have made some 
progress in grammar and arithmetic, and excel in their 
attainment in writing. A number of tiie children afford the 
station some assistance, particularly since the removal to the 
new site. The committee for that station say the mission, 
family moves on in great harmony. Br. and sister R(^lin 
very satisfactorily execute the tirust reposed in them, and 
sister Gardner, a female assistant in the school department, 
is much devoted to the object, and is considered a valuable 
acquisition to the station. The amount of expenses during the 
year is between 81,400 and ClySOO. Besides the expenses of 
the school, and of the missicm-family, this sum embraces the ex* 
penses for clearing and fencing land, sowing and harvesting 
grain ; and also of an additionalbuilding in a state of forward* 
ness, to be completed before winter, and one payment on the 
land. The receipts have bemteuffioient to balance the expend- 
itures. The station is now in debt aboat 8502, as nearly as we 
can ascertain ; the value of the properly is considerably in- 
creased by the improvements. The Boaid have authorized the 
Executive Committee to sell the old mission premises. Though 
unparalleled results have not been witnessed from our endeav- 
ors for the prosperity of these poor benighted people, -yet we 
have good reason to bdieve that God himsdf has owned oar 
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labors among them, and that he has Ueasings in his troasury 
for them still. 

*^ Success,-^In reviewing the stations where our missiona- 
ries have labored, abondant evidence is presented that the 
good hand of the Lord has been with them. All the mis- 
sionaries, whose reports are received, have fidthfully and 
advantageously occupied their respective fidds of labor, 
while many under their ministry have joyfiiUy exclaimed, 
*How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel 
of peace, and bring glad tidings of good tilings.' Tlm>uffh 
their instrumentality many of Zion's scattered and famidb- 
ing flock have been collected from the barren mountains, and 
led into green pastures, and by the side of the still waters of 
the sanctuary ; and their tears of gratitude have freely flowed 
when the precious gospel has been ahnounced, or its reviving 
ordinances administered. By them, too, the violated law 
has so reiterated its thunders, that sinners, overwhelmed with 
a sense of their guilt, have, with trembling anxiety and bitter 
weeping, been heard crying, * Men and brethren, what must 
we do V And while the hamh of God has been set before 
them, not a few have believed to tiie saving of the soul. How 
many may have been translated from the kingdom of dark- 
ness into the kingdom oi GUxl's dear Son, we are unable to 
say ; yet at least one hundred and twenty-eight have during 
the year been baptized, and thus pledged themselves to the 
service of Christ. 

^ Several new churches have also been organized, a number 
of feeble ones enlarged and strengthened, and some, almost 
extinct, so far revived and encouraged as to come up from 
the wilderness leaning on their Beloved. Another fact, not 
less gratifying to the best feelings of the pious soul, is, that 
the missionaries have bent their energies to advance those 
benevolent and philanthropic measures which we believe, 
under God, will prepare the way for, and usher in, the latter 
day glory. They have advocated the cause of Bible socie- 
ties, Bible-classes, Sunday-schools, circulation of tracts, 
tanperance societies, and missionary societies ; nor has their 
labor been in vain in the Lord. Hence, if we value the 
soul as did our blessed Lord, if we estimate the joys of pardon 
as did the pious Psalmist, or if we rejmce in the union, the 
staldlity, and the enlargement, of Zion, as did the devoted 



120 BAPTIST MISSIONAItr COmrBNTIOIT. 



I 



aposd^s, we must most assuredly be encowraged, for the 
Lord hath evidently crowned our efforts with success/' 

The tenth annual meeting was held at Elbridge, Onon. 
Co., Oct. 19 and 20, 1631. Br. Joseph Elliott, of Middle- 
bury, delivered the introductory sermon, from Romans viii. 
3, 4. Br. Lewis Leonard was moderator, and Bm. J. 
Smitzer and 0. G. Carpenter were clerks. This meeting 
was one of indescribable interest. The year had been one 
singularly glorious to Zion, Her King had appeared in the 
midst of the golden candlesticks in his glory, and the effect 
that followed was seen in thousands coming up to the help of 
the Lord against the mighty, and more especially in the 
ministry, who appeared to have received a new anointing, so 
that they came together in the fullness of the blessing of the 
gospel of Christ. It was an interview that never will be 
forgotten by those who attended. The following resolution 
was unanimously passed by the Convention, illustrative of 
their feelings, and the obligations they were under : 

<^ Resolvedf That, in view of the abundant grace bestowed 
on the church the past year, we deeply feel our obUgations, 
as Christians and as ministers of the gospel, to live more 
devoted, humble, watchful, prayerful, and active, in the king- 
dom of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

The amount of receipts, as reported by the Treasurer, was 
94,869 93; disbursements, 92,819 99. The Board in their 
report say : 

<^Dear Bbethken — ^When we accepted the service en- 
trusted to us by your appointment, the whitened fields on 
every side invited our attention. More than twice the usual 
number of requests were at once presented, and many more 
have been made during the year. We have often been urged 
to the throne of grace, to pray the Lord of the harvest to 
send forth laborers into his harvest, and that the saints may 
share, in a still greater degree, the grace of liberality. 

<<The services of our General Agents and of the agents 
appointed by him, have been highly useful. The interests of 
the Convention have been well sustained by this department. 

<<We can not forbear congratulating ourselves and the 
Convention on account of the unvarying faithfulness of your 
Treasurer, and the accuracy and perqiicuity of his accounts. 
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His services, which have always been unrewarded, can not be 
too highly appreciated. 

*^ Our executive committees have been assiduous, and their 
labors satisfiictory. We think that in every auxiliary asso- 
ciation and society such a committee diould be constituted. 
As fiir as they have been employed, their labors have been 
very useful, both in the management of property and funds, 
and in the sdection of missionaries and fields of labor. Our 
auxiliaries appear to be pleased with their relation to the 
Convention, and desire to perpetnato it. Others, also, are 
desirous of enjoying the same connection, and we eonfidendy 
hope that, at a period not very far distant, every desiraUe 
combination of missionary efforts in this State will be effected. 
We rejoice to learn that other portions of the vineyard are 
combining their energies for the promotion of tbe same 
objects that are contemplated in mar constitution, and we 
trust that the wisdom, benevolence, and liberality, of our 
denomination, in every portion of the United States, will soon 
be so combined, exerted, and diffused, that the blessings 
which excite our gratitode this evening may abound throu^ 
every part of our country, 

^ Correspondence is opened with a number of Stete con» 
ventions and missionary societies of other Stetes, through 
which we receive cheerins intdligence of the prosperity of 
the kingdom of Christ in other parts; and we would 
respectf^y suggest the propriety of sending delegates to visit 
as many of the bodies with which we correspond, as may be 
practicable, and of asking their messengers in return. 

^ We have received testimonial letters from associations^ 
churches, and individuals, in relation to the labors and con- 
duct of our missionaries, which, with the evidence borne on 
the face of their report, satisfy us that the confidence reposed 
in them was not misplaced. Thirty-one have been appointed 
to labor in different portions of the State, and in Upper Can« 
ada, Michigan, Oluo, and Pennsylvania. Some of the 
appointments have not been accepted, others have not been 
entirely filled, and some of the service that has been rendered 
has not been reported. Four years, thirty-five weeks, and six 
days, of missionary labor have been reported, and have been 
paid from the treasury. We have also asnsted thirteen 
churches, to the amount of #767 Jj^ 

11 
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^ Thus, about thirty-four servants of the Lord hare been 
assisted while htboring in the vineyard, and the Lord has 
wrought with thenw Through their instrumentality difficult* 
ies luLve been adjusted, peace restored, charity promoted, 
light diffused, the weak strengthened, the saints comforted,, 
and sinners saved. 

^ While we rejoice to be laborers together with God, we 
desire to feel and say, Without thee we can do nothing : not 
unto us, not unto us, but to thy name be all the praise. And 
now, with devout gratitude to the Father of mercies for the 
preservation of our lives, and lor the happy privilege of meet* 
ing you in this anniversary, we resign, with this report, to 
your hands, the trust reposed in us ; praying that God will 
graciously pardon us wherein we have erred, and enable us 
all, while we live, to glorify his Son, Jesus Christ.^' 
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The eleventh annual meeting of the Convention was held 
at Rome, Oneida Co., Oct. 17 and 18, 1832. The introduc* 
tory sermon was delivered by Br. Alfred Bennett, from John 
XX. 21 : << As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you." 
Br. Bennett was moderator,, and Bm. ^itzer and J. D. Cole 
clerks. The Treasurer's report stated the receipts to be 
•8,307 24 ; the disbursements, $6,010 41. This meetings 
though less interesting than that of the preceding year, was 
nevertheless fraught with an heavenly influence. This year 
\lfijd been one of lamentation, in consequence of the ravages 
#f the Asiatic chdera. Many mourned over their friends 
l^d kindred departed* Four distinguished brethren, three 
ipinisters, and one a deacon, whose praise was. in all the 
churches, had passed from the scenes of their toils to that of 
;|beir inheritance within the conventional year. The follow, 
ing resolution, expressive of the feetings of the Convention 
in these afflictive bereavements^, was passed, accompanied 
with singing the hymn commencing with *'Why do we 
mourn departing friends?" 

^< Resoioed^ Hiat, while we bow with profound submissioiit 
to the solenm events of Divine ProvideQce, which, during 
the year past, have removed by death our beloved and 
lamented brethren, Nathaniel J. Gilbert, Enoch Green, and 
Jairus Handy, faithful ministers of Christ, and Dea. Thomas 
Stokes, a devoted servant of the church, all life members of 
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the Conventioii, and former members of its Board, we deeply 
deplore the loss of their endearing society and their valuable 
labors, and sincerely condole with their surviving and afflict- 
ed relatives, praying that God will sanctify both to them and 
«s these distressing bereavements." 

In the spring «f ihia year the American Baptist Home 
Mission Society was formed, under very favorable circum- 
stances, in the city of New York ; it being fully the opinion 
of the denemination, then and there represented, that the 
necessities of tMir hdoved country called ^r such an organi- 
zation. 

The Executive Committee ef that Society hailing invited 
(he Convention to become an auxiliary, 

^Resoivedj That this Convention become an auxiliary to 
the American Baptist Home Missionary Society, in accord- 
«nce with the conditions expressed in the seventh article of 
their constitution.'' 

The report of the Board remarks : 

** Eleven years have now passed since the organization of 
this Convention, during which it has enjoyed, in a most 
encouraging degree, the favor both of God and man ; and to 
the praise of G^ we would acknowledge, that the past year 
has added abundant testimonials of the Divine approbation, 
ms well as numerous occanons of gratitude and praise ; and 
though called in Providence to record the death of two mem- 
bers, brethren beloved, viz. ]>ea. Thomas Steves, of New 
York, and Eld. Enoch Green, o( Westmoreland, yet we still 
rejoice that our Savior lives, and permits us with the fullest 
o<Mifidence to commit the interests of the Convention to his 
care. During the year we have made appropriations to 
twenty-six churches, amounting to 8I948O, and have appoint- 
ed twenty-nine missionaries, whose terms of service amount 
to twelve years and six months. Reports have been received 
from most of our missionaries and stations. The returns 
are highly satisfactory. A number of new churcfies have 
been constituted; others have been revived and strengthened, 
and many disciples have been baptized. 

** The Indian station at Tonawanda has been sustained. 
Sister Teresa Johnson, of the 1st Baptist church in Lisle, 
has recently been appointed, and is now ready to join the 
station, and assist in the good work. 8l»035 have been 
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appropriated to sustain the expenses, and to make a payment 
for the premises^ Contributions have also been received 
from the vicinity, and appropriated by the Executive Com-- 
mittee. About thirty scholars have been taught through the 
year, and their progress is said to equal that of any school 
of their advantages.. 

<< The meeting«house of the native church has been open* 
ed for worship ; and a protracted meetings held with the 
church, wioB attended with a blessing both to Christians and 
pagans. The church laa had considierable accessions, and 
has formed a temperance society •n the principle of entire 
abstinence ; and the general depprtfoant of the members is 
represented as truty exen^lary. 
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The twetfth annual meeting was held at East Mendon, 
Monroe Co., Oct. 16 and 17, 1833. The introductory ser* 
mon was delivered by Br. Jonathan Wade, late from Burmah,. 
&(»n Matt, xxviii. 20 : " Lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world." Br. O. C. Comstock was 
moderator, and Brn. Joseph Elliott and Elisha Tucker clerks*, 
This session throughout was one of great harmony, and 
unusual concern for the advancement of the Redeemer'^ 
kingdom. The presence of Br. and Sister Wade, with the 
Asiatic brethren, added great interest to the meeting. 

The arrows of Death having again prostrated in the grave 
two of the earliest friends of the Convention, the following 
resolution was adopted : 

^ Reschfedy lliat, wide this CEUivetttien are deeply sensible 
of the loss they have sustained since the last annual meeting,, 
in the decease ef our beloved brethren, Elds» Caleb Douglass 
and Benjamin Bndlong^. we rejoice, that, through the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christy they bave left among their friends the 
precious confidence that they have entered upon eternal 
rest. May CSiod grant that ^se who remain may finally 
depart, leaving the same impresnon.'^ 

The following resolution was alise^ adopted:: 

*^Re8olvedf That the Board be instructed to take such 
measures as tiiey may think proper to raise, the ensuing year^ 
96,000 within this State for the treasury of the American 
Baptist Eteme Mission QooketyJ^ 
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The Treasurer reported his receipts to be 88,073 58 ; the 
disbursements, 84,863 05. 

The following extract of the Board will show the amount 
of labor performed, and the success : 

^Dear Fathers and Brethsbn — ^In presenting our 
report, we discharge a pleasant duty, by acknowledging that 
the care of the Shepherd of Israd has preserved our number 
from the arrows of Death. The 'grace of our merciful and 
fitithful High'-Priest has assisted in our labors, and the pre- 
sence of the great Comforter has cheered us in our toil. Our 
duties have been unusually arduous ; but we have endeavored 
to investigate with patience, to deliberate with sincerity, 
and to decide under a deep sense of our responsibility to our 
brethren, but especially to God, *who searcheth the heart.' 

''The Board, in commencing their operations, at first 
appointed the usual standing committees, which have per- 
formed their respective duties to the entire satisfaction of the 
Board. Executive committees Were also constituted in many 
auxiliaries : some of these have not yet reported their doings ; 
but as far as we are able to judge, from the communications 
received, an increasing interest is felt in benevolent opera- 
tions in general ; and what is peculiarly favorable, is, there 
is a great addition to the number that are willing to bear a 
part in the labors and responsibilities. 

** About twenty-four years of service have been performed 
in the churches aided by the Board ; and six years have been 
reported as performed under the appointments of the Board, 
making thirty years. Ten years' labor have probably been 
perfornled, but not reported, and ten more under the appoint- 
ments and appropriations of auxiliaries, making a total of 
fifty years. 

** The American Baptist Home Mission Society is doing a 
great work, and we rejoice to co*operate with them as an 
auxiliar. Tliey need our aid, firom the &ct that we have 
hitherto occupied so much territory beyond the limits of our 
own State — ^we have paid into their treasury but 8300. 
Brn. Croing and Crosby, delegates from this Society, have 
been with us in our present session, and have given a short 
but interesting account of its plans and labors. Should our 
field be diminished nearly to the boundaries of the State, we 
recommend that measures be adopted to secure an amount of 

11* 
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funds for tfe treasoiy of that Society, commexuHiFate with 
our ability, and with our rank among its auxiliaries." 

The following extract from the report of the Executive 
Committee on the Tonawanda station is appended to show 
tiie state and progieas of Indiaa reform ;. 

*^ Public worship has been regidarfy maintMned through 
the year, and so have church, covenant, and copference, 
meetings, and a Sunday-school. Owing to a train of cir- 
cumstances beyond human contiel,,the school was suspended 
on the first of June. 

^ In the first place, Sister Johnson, who joined the mission 
last fall, had to leave in the spring, and return hoasQ for want 
of health* 

^ About the first of Jbne the smalT-pox appealed asoong 
the natives. Fr. Rollin was exposed, and some others.. It 
was thought best to have tHae sdiolars dispersed, untii all 
fears of its general prevalence should subside :». during which 
time the health of Sister Gardner, female teacher from De 
Ruyter, became so impaired that she had to leave the statimi. 
Just at this time Br. Rollin aaked for a dismission, and about 
the same time in^ioation was received that Br.^ R. Maddock 
might be obtained to succeed him. 

^ On the 20th ult. your Committee met at the station, 
granted Br. Rollin a dismission, and wrote to Bp.^ Maddock 
to move on the grounds As Br» BoIHn is soon to move 
away, and as we ahoi^ have no teadier,. it was deemed 
expedient to let the soholan^ remain at home imtil Br. Mad- 
dock^s arrival.. During the continuance of the schod, thirty, 
five childcen were taught ; the average number is twenty. 
^ve^ As no buildings have been erected the present year, 
and as- the school has been discontinued since the firet of 
June,, and as the ftoniTy was supj^ied^to a eonsideraUe extent, 
fn»n the product of tiie farm, the expenses of the station 
have been much less the past year tlum for several years 
before. 

>^As Br. Rollin- i» nowr dismissed from;, his charge at the 
station, it is but just to ranark that he has^ together with his 
wife, labored faithfuUy and satis&ctorily between five and 
six years. He has asked a discharge,. not because any com. 
plaint or dissatisfaction has arisen, but the only reason he- 
assigns, is, a. sucfi^Bssor might, in his opinion,, render nxNEe 
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essential service to this pec^le* The two femaies associated 
with theix^ viz. Sisters Crardner and Burrows^ have inces* 
santly toiled with them anudst privations and trials. Your 
Committee have settled with Br. RoUin as fav as they are 
authorized^ and the terms will be a subject of verbal commu- 
nicatiim to the Convention. 

^It is but a few years since the first effinrts were made to^ 
meliorate the condition of this benighted people.. They then< 
had no koowled||e of letters, ofthe true God, and of the way 
of salvation by Jesus Christ. Man's origin, and destination 
were subjects with whidi they were unacquainted. Indis- 
tinct netions of an horeAfler were matters of traditional 
qwddation. Many of the lising generation have been 
taught ia reading, writings arithmetict grammar, and geog- 
raphy, and a gpoi^y number are able to read the Bible witb 
ease and propriety. 

^ Should tiiiis* people ultimatdy migrate ta the west, they 
will cany the knowledge of letters, of the Kblcr and of tl:^* 
Savior ; and although comparatively but few have been con- 
verted to the Christian faith, yet out of the number which 
have been added ta the church, four have died, leaving satis-- 
&ctory evidence that they were adopted into the family of 
the first bmrn. 

^ Will it be too muehr to indulge a belief that some of the 
patrons of Indian reform will hul witii vapture some of the 
sons of the forest in that world where difierence of dialect 
and of 'dun will be unknown amidst the songs c£ the redeem-- 
ed ? And how would it heighten their astonishment,, dboqld 
the scene be so reversed that they should deem it an honor to 
sit at the feet of an Indian, to learn new lessons in heavenly 
science ! All which is respectfully submitted. 

^EixSroNB, 1 

^Mabtoc CoLXAir, >Ex. ObM." 
**Wm. B. Bbown, S 



The thirteen^ annual meeting was held at Utica, Oct. 15* 
and 16, 1634. Br. Peter Ludlow delivered the introductory 
discourse, from Psalm Ixvii. 2 : ^ That thy way may ber 
known upon earth,.^y saving health among aU nations." Br. 
Lewis Leonard was moderator, and Brn. Smitzer and Z.. 
Freeman clerks. The meeting was unusually: fiiH. Twenty^ 
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six associations were represented, and delegates were appoint^ 
ed by four other associations, who were absent. A most 
delightful flow of fraternal kindness pervaded the session, 
and the brethren felt a ccnsciousness that the Lord was in the 
midst. The feet being announced that God had changed the 
countenances of three valued brethren, and sent them away, 
the following resolution was adopted : 

** Resolved, That this Convention are deeply sensible of 
the loss they have sustained, during the past year, in the 
death of that aged and feithful servant of Christ, Rev. Dr. 
John Stanford, of the city of New York, senior Vice-Presi- 
()ent, and of Dea. Jo^ua Harpham, of the city of Troy, one 
of the Directors, and of Br. Joshua Chandler, of Spafibrd, 
a Life Member; and that the Convention tender their 
Christian sympathies to their afflicted families." 

The receipts into the treasury for the year, were 
$11,051 71; orders paid amounted to $7,924 81. From the 
report of the Board it appears that appropriations and 
appointments were made to provide for thirty years of minis- 
terial labor among the destitute, at an expense of $6,096. 
The amount of labor reported as performed was twelve years 
and thirty -six weeks, for which orders were drawn on the 
treasury amounting to $4,825. 

The following extract from the report is added, as it ex- 
hibits the views of the Board with reference to the labors 
performed, and the present views of the denomination respect- 
ing the Convention : 

^ We learn, however, from these reports, that our missionaries, 
both traveling and stationed, have been laborious, preaching 
the gospel publicly, and frmn house to house, and in general 
have been quite successful in building up churches, in com- 
forting, instructing, and guiding, the saints, and in gathering 
fruit unto everlasting life. Ali^ut thirty years of ministerial 
labor have been performed under the appropriations of your 
bounty, and in many places the additions have been large, 
but the aggregate number baptized we have not the means 
of ascertaining. A very laudable zeal is excited among 
the churches to provide respectable places of worship, to 
maintain the stated ministry, to help forward the plans of the 
Convention, to sustain Sunday-schools, and to aid various 
benevolent institutions. Tlfe exciting and cherishing of thi)» 
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zeal we regard as worthy of a high place among the favorable 
results of missionary operations. Many diurches have 
already, from being beneficiaries, become tiie patrons, of the 
Convention. 

^ The CkmveniuMiL — ^The Convention, as its plans are now 
matured, and its character established, and its c»erations 
systematized, is capable, with the approbati<m of God, of 
becoming a most powerfiil aiudliar in the cause of benevo- 
lence ; and, indeed, the providence of Grod has called ns to a 
great work. 

<*The State of New York probably sustains one-third of 
the dependence for suppl3ring North America with the gospel ; 
and .considering the proportion that Baptists bear to the 
whole number o? evangelical Christians, what a vast respon- 
sibility rests oa them, and what inducement to put forth at 
this time their strongest effi>rtsin eflfocting this noUe purpose." 

Tlie fdlowing resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

^Resoived, That we believe home missionary exertions 
are fully identified with foreign operations, and that the suc- 
cess of the latter in a great measure depends upon the 
success of the former; and furtiber, believing that God 
graciously dengns the American churches to take an impor- 
tant station in the aims of the saints for the subjugation of 
the world to the authority of Christ, we can not too earnestly 
press upon our brethren the necessity of renewed and much 
uicreased exertion, and that we regard the daims of the 
American Baptist Home Mission Society as seccHid in impor- 
tance to those of no other benevolent instituti<m which 
demands the patronage of the denomination, and we earnestly 
solicit the churches with which we are conneeted to contri- 
bute liberally to its funds. 

^ Resolved, That, in view of the increasing ability of our 
denomination in this State, and the just and presnng claims 
which the great valley of Uie west and other portions of our 
country embraced in the field of the American Baptist Home 
Mission Society present, we pledge to that body ten thousand 
doUarSt to be raised in this State the ensuing year.'' 

The fourteenth annual meeting was hdd in Albany, Oct. 
21 and 22, 1885. Br. Aaron Perkins delivered the sermon, 
from Zech. xiv. 8. Br. S. H. Cone was moderator, and 
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Brn. B. M. Hill and D. Bellamy were clerks. The meeting 
was one of delightful interest, and though somewhat less 
numerously attended than the last, still twenty •six associa- 
tions were represented, and ail the delegates appeared to 
feel that they ^sat together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus." The Treasurer's report showed the receipts to be 
$17,686 85, and the amount paid out to be $16,009 64. 
With reference to the events that occurred, and to the labors 
that were performed, the following extract from the report 
of the Board will furnish a full view : 

"Dbak Brethren — ^In surrendering to you the trust you 
were pleased to commit to our hands at the last annual 
meeting, we would, in compliance with the constitutional 
requisition, present a report of our doings the past year. In 
performing this duty, we would record our acknowledgment 
of the Divine goodness, which has been over, and with a 
single exception preserved, us from the ravages of death, 
presided in all our deliberations,' promoted harmony in all our 
decisions, and crowned our efforts to extend the cause of 
Christ with favorable results. 

" The instance of death referred to was that of our dear 
brother, Dea. Squire Manro. Although this event was anti- 
cipated, yet when it occurred it produced in our minds those 
feelings which are peculiar to the saints when called to part 
witii a worthy and efficient coadjutor in the cause of God. 
Such was emphatically the character of Dea. Manro. 
During a long life he was a man of active and enlarged 
benevolence. His time, his talents, and his substance, were 
consecrated to the cause of Christ. At the organization of 
this Convention he was called to fill the office of President, 
in which he continued for several years, until his age and 
infirmities prompted him to resign. Since that time he has, 
as a Vice-President, ever manifested a glowing zeal to have 
the Convention occupy those extensive fields which were 
opening before it : and even to his dying day his prayers 
and alms for the missionary enterprise were not relaxed. 
But the Master whom he had long served, and for whose 
coming he had patientiy waited, has terminated his labors, 
and called him to receive the rewards of grace. 

^ At the commencement of the last conventional year the 
spirit of enlarged benevolence appeared to be richly diffused 
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among the brethren then present f insomuch that, notwith- 
standing there remained a balance due of nearly 9800 on 
the pledge given to the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society the preceding year, yet, with an ardor akin to that of 
apostolic days, the Convention resolved unanimously to at. 
tempt to raise $10,000 the past year to aid the A. B. H. M. S» 
in its lal^ors in the VaUey of the Mississippi. To accomplish 
this object, it was evident but a small amount was required 
from each of the seventy thousand Baptists in this State ; 
yet, aware of the fluctuations of the human mind, we were 
desirous that no efibrts should be left untried to secure that 
sum, and also to provide for the necessities of our own par* 
ticijdar field of labor. 

^ The experience of the past having fully confirmed us in 
the opinion that the success of benevolent efibrts, so far as 
the securing of funds is concerned, is intimately connected 
with the services of experienced and efficient agents, we lost 
no time in securing the entire services of our former (xen- 
oral Agent ; and we are happy to say, that, since the first of 
January, he has been most indefatigably engaged in the 
specific duties of his office. From the success with which 
his labors were crowned, we were convinced it would tend 
very much to increase the amount of the receipts of the 
Convention, if all the churches could be visited, and the 
claims of God and a lost world be spread before them ; hence 
we felt the necessity of more a^nts, and in February the 
Board made choice of Eld. Lewis Leonard to be associated 
with the General Agent. Br. Leonard accepted the appoint, 
ment, but was unable, in view of his engagements with his 
people, taenter upon the duties of the office until the first of 
May ; and ever since that time, we have to regret, that, 
owing to circumstances beyond his control, he has been able 
to devote only a part of his time to the duties of his agency ; 
yet we are sensible his labors have been highly beneficial in 
swelling the amount of contributions to our treasury. 
Agreeably to the power vested in the General Agent, he has 
appointed sub-agents, of whom he will speak in his report. 

'^ In our last report we communicated the fact that our 
dear brother, Dea. Joshua Harpham, of Troy, who for many 
years had been a member of Uiis Board, had been called to 
give an account of his stewardship. We have now the 
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satisfaction to communicate the intelligence that Dea* 
Harpham, after having senred hia generation by the will of 
Crod, left in Ms last will and testament a legacy of 91,000 to 
this Convention. This legacy has recently been paid, by 
the acting executor of the will ; and though dead, yet by this 
provision Dea. Harpham will aid a number of feeble churches^ 
and send the light of life to the benighted and perishing in 
the great valley of the west 

*^ At our meeting in February last, the late Secretary, Br. 
Calvin G. Carpenter, who had for eight years served the 
Convention in that office^ to the entire satisfaction of all 
concerned, tendered his resignation of the same. As a 
Board, we should have been happy could we have prevailed 
upon him to continue in office until the present time ; but as 
his decision was peremptory, we were under the necessity of 
accepting his resignation, and of electing a secretary for the 
residue of the year, according to the constitutional provision* 
We therefore proceeded to an election, and were unanimous 
in the choice of Br. Jchn Smitzer, who has discharged the 
duties of that office since May last. 

^Results of Lobar, — ^The amount of ministerial labor per- 
formed during the year can not be definitely stated, as many 
whose appointments were made during the year have not 
definitely reported, and others, whose reports are due, have 
not perfonned this service : from the reports received, it 
appears that thirty years of ministerial toil have been pr^ 
vided for in fifty different churches, fi)rty-six of which are 
located in twenty-four counties in this State, and the remain- 
ing four in as many different counties in northern Pennsyl- 
vania. In addition to the churches aided, twenty-four mis- 
sionaries have reported ten years and nine weeks of labor 
performed ; thus making an aggregate of forty years and 
nine weeks of labor laid out upon the destitute through your 
munificence. As the result of this service, one church has 
been organized, which has received the fellowship of an 
ecclesiastical council, and two conferences have been set in 
order, preparatory to their being recognized as distinct 
churches. How many souls have been l^pefully converted 
to God, we must leave to be shown by the Judge of all the 
earth at the day of decision ; it is, however, our privilege to 
say, that, firom the reperts received, it appears three hundred 
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and five, who, in the judgment of charity, had passed from 
death unto life, have b^n baptized. Unquestionably, had all 
the reports due been received, this number would have been 
increased. 

^ Tonttwanda Statum.^^Bfy aU devoted Christians, the con- 
dition of the natives is reganfed as interesting; nor have 
we been destitute of a desire to benefit them. The remem- 
brance that their ancestors were once lords of this soil-^that 
they are fast wasting away— -and that comparatively but few 
are interested in the blessings of redemption, has led us, for 
a number of years, to devote a portion of your benefactions 
to provide for the instniGtion, both 'of themselves and their 
children, in the way of righteousness, and in the common 
branches of education* The annual report of the Executive 
dommittee who have the charge of that depe^rtment is here 
annexed, as furnishing a full view of our labors and success 
the past year : 

<<< Your committee feel it to be their duty and privilege, 
lirst of all, to recwd the goodness of the Lord in preserving 
the mission family, and the children under their care, from 
the influence of disease^ and from the arrows of death. It 
would gladden our hearts could we present some very cheer- 
ing intelligence to the Convention ; but this is not our privi- 
lege : yet we rejoice to say that the good hand of the Lord 
has been manifest in the midst of triais, which has kept our 
-^hearts from fainting in the day of adversity^ 

^< At the commencement of the last conventional year, 
the situation of the station was somewhat discouraging. 
The former superintendent had retired from the charge of it, 
and the brother who was appointed by the Board to succeed 
him, after spending a few weeks on the ground, declined the 
appointment, Under these circumstances, the committee 
felt no small embarrassment, as it became their duty to obtain 
some person forthwith to enter upon the duties of superin- 
tendent. Fortunately, the providence of Grod pointed out 
Br. James B. Rollin, and the committee appointed him for 
the time being, until they might be able to obtain some other 
person ; but upon further acquaintance with Br. Rollin, in 
which his adaptation to the service was developed, the com- 
mittee arrived at the conclusion that the Lord had prepared 
him to fill the office of superintendent of the station; they 

13 
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accordingly gave him a permanent appointment. Since hi9 
appointment, Br. Rollin has been united in marriage with a 
sister Alcott, who appears to be a help-meet for him^ and an 
important assistant at the station. The natives appear to 
be much attached to the new superintendent, and all the 
mission-family; and it is ^ndly hoped a more interesting 
state of things will follow the current year. 

*^ 'The school for the Indian children has been continued 
through the year, accompanied with demonstrations of the 
Divine favor. The largest number in attendance at any 
time has been thirty-seven ; the average attendance is thirty- 
five. The children are from the Oneida, Tuscarora, and 
Seneca, tribes. They have made good proficiency in their 
studies, and appear to be happy in the mission-family.' 

'< Conclusion. — ^In reviewing the labors of another year> we 
rejoice that so much has been done in this department of 
benevolent effort. We find, too, the liberality of the friends 
of the Savior, and of a perishing world, far in advance of 
what had been before developed ; and we are conscious, that, 
with the wealth possessed by the denomination in this State, 
still more noble and philantlu'opic exertions may be confident- 
ly .expected. The Convention has a strong hold upon the 
hearts of the people of 6pd ; and many remember it in their 
prayers before the throne, and are unwilling to deprive 
themselves of the privilege of being feUow-Iaborers with 
their brethren in multiplying the means to enlighten, to 
[jurify, and to save, the ruined race of man. When we com- 
menced the labors of the year, we felt that the hearts of all 
Were under the control of the King of Zion ; and as we 
fuivanced, we have made our anxieties and our wants known 
to Him whose is the silver and gold, with the cattle upon 
the thousands of hills, in our interesting State ; and at every 
point he has been better to us than our fears. The amount 
which is reported as being received has enabled us to redeem 
our pledges ; and we kre prepared to say, in laying before you 
the result, * The Lord reignetht let the earth rejoice /' 

"Elon Galusha, Prc*^. 
" John Smitzer, Sec.^^ 

The fifteenth annual meeting was held at Whitesboro, Oct. 
19 and 20, 1836. Br. E. Kingsford delivered the introduc* 
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tory sennon, from John xviii. 35 : ** My kingdom is not of 
this world." Br. S. H. Cone was moderator, and Bm. D. 
BeUamy and Z. Freeman were clerks. At this meeting 
provision was made to have all the benevolent objects of the 
day brought out fully before the Convention ; and their re- 
spective claims were most ably advocated by different 
brethren to whom the task was assigned. The receipts 
amounted to 917,390 18 ; the disbursements to 915,668 54. 

The doings of the Board, and the result of their efforts, 
win appear mm the following extracts from their last report : 

<<S^AS BsETHRBN' — ^Immediately after organizing, our 
first business was to devise ways and means for securing the 
requisite amount of funds to meet the necessities of teeble 
churches and destitute regions in our own immediate territo- 
ry, and to redeem the pledge of 912,000 so cheerAilly and 
so unanimously given to the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society. To accomplish this object, we were unwilling to 
hazard the enterprise by trusting to that flow of feeling wMch 
had in so delightful a manner marked the season of the an- 
niversary ; flmy aware that the time had not yet arrived, 
when all the members of our churches would act from the 
principle that all they have is the Lord's — ^that they are his 
stewards— and that merely to hear that his cause demands a 
part of that which he had committed to their trust was all 
that would be necessary to have them present their offerings, 
until the almoners of the needy should have occasion to say. 
It is enough. Hence we resolved, so &r as it was practica- 
Ue, to lay the subject fully before the minds of each of our 
churches in this State, and to invite them to secure to them- 
selves the luxury of being workers together with God. To 
attain this end, we immediately reappointed the former 
General Agent, whose long, faithful, and efficient, services, 
are so visible in the history of this Convention, and associa- 
ted with him Eld. Lewis Leonard, who had been engaged to 
good effect for a part of the last year in visiting churches 
and associations. 

^ At the last annual meeting of the Convention, a resolu- 
tion was unanimously adopted, directing the Board to 
remunerate the Treasurer for the faithful discharge of his 
onerous duties in that department. We, upon giving the 
subject our attention, were unanimously of the opinion it was 
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due that valuable officer to say, that, for fourteen years, he 
had most faithfully discharged its responsible duties, without 
being willing to accept a sdngle cent as a salary^ and had not 
even withheld his hand firom contributing with the rest of 
his brethren. In accordance, therefore, with your direction, 
and in view of the increasing business and consequent re- 
sponiubility of the office, we resolved unanimously to give 
the Treasurer an order for 8100 for setvLces the year dien 
past, and to appropriate I^OG as a salary for tlie year which 
is now terminated.. 

^ We have made appropriations to forty-four churches in; 
twenty-seven different counties in this State, and to one 
church in the State of New Jersey ; the whote embracing^ 
Miirty-eight years of pastoral labor. We have also com» 
missioned fifteen missionaries, ten of whom were to labor in 
this State,^ and five in ncnrthern Pennsylvania, amounting to 
sine years and forty-nine weeks i thus making an aggregate 
of forty-eight years, save three weeks,, of ministerial labor 
provided for by the appropriations and appointments made 
during the past year.. 

<^ Rewk of Lfabor-^n prosecuting the work of faith and 
the labor of love assigned: them, the constant aim of the 
people of God should: be„ta do what they can in giving the? 
gospel to their felldw-men who vsb ^stkutc The convert 
sion of sinners is the work of God ; hence, if the saints use 
the means He has required to the extent of their ability, 
they will be commended of Him, though men reject the go&^ 
pel, and virtually adjjadge themselves unworthy of everlast^ 
ukg life. With this view of the subject, while engaged in 
the missionary enterprise, we i^ould not be dbheartened,, 
although the missienaries whom we emph>y do not always 
return bringing their sheaves with them ;r nor should we 
suppose our la W in vain in the Itf>rd, when churches, whom 
we aid in sustaining the ministry among themy inform us 
that they have Iboked m vain for those showers of grace 
which are needed to fertilize and re&esh the garden of the 
Lord : but, fixing our faith upon the immutabfe promise of 
Him who hath declared, ^My word shall not return unto me 
void, but shall accomplish that which I please, and shall 
prosper in that whereunto I sent it,' and if the vision tarry^ 
wait fi>r it \ for it will come^ and will not tarry.. 



** It ifl generally, however, the case in all missionary efforts, 
where no favorable results are apparent, the spirit sinks and 
the hands hang down. If we do not expect the reaper to 
overtake the ploughman^ still we want some tangible evidence 
thai the Lord approves our efforts and sanctifies our means 
to build up his cause. 

^ In reviewing the history of this Convention, we have 
abundant reason to thank G<)d and take courage ; for from 
the commencement of its efforts He has given his people 
abundant evidence^ thatj in this labor of love^ they were 
woriLcrs together with him. It is true, some years have 
been attended with less signal dii^lays than others ; yet the 
Lord hath not left himself Without witness. Such is the case 
at present t although we have not, from every part of the 
fidd committed to us, heard the joyfiil intelligence that < there 
is rejoicing and salvation in the tabernacles of the righteous, 
for the right hand of the Lord iis exalted^ the right hand of 
the Lord doeth Valiantly,' yet the pilgrims have in many in- 
stances been refreshedi wanderers have been reclaimed, and, 
to a limited eJctent, sinners have been converted. Several 
feeble churches have also been increased in numbers and 
strength, while in a few places, where our standards had 
never before floated, they have been planted under most fa- 
vorable circumstances. 

** From the consideration that our appointments and ap« 
propriations are made at our different quarterly meetings, 
and from the fact that all from whom reports are due are 
neither so punctual nor so definite as we direct and desire 
ihem to be, we are generally unable to give the precise amount 
of labor performed under the patronage of tl^ Conventions 
Tet from reports that have been received, it appears that 
thirty-three years of pastoral labor have been performed in 
forty-two churches located in twenty-six different counties 
in this State, and one church located in Newark, N. Jj 
There have also been reported eight years and thirteen weeks 
of missionary labor peifcmned, four years and thirteen weeks 
of which was bestowed among the destitute in this State, 
and the residue in northern Pennsylvania. Thus making an 
aggregate of forty-one years and ferty*three weeks of min- 
isterial labor actually accomplished the past year through 
the instrumentality of the Convention. 
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*^ As the result of these labors, three churches have been 
gathered, who have received the feHowship of duly organized 
ecclesiastical councils, viz* one in Rome, Bradford Co., Penn., 
one in Fort Plain dc Canajoharie, and one in the village of 
Ck)nstantia, Oswego Co» Three conferences have also been 
formed, preparatory to their becoming distinct churches at 
no distant day ; more tiian ten thousand different families 
visited ; more than ten thousand sermons have been 
preadM^ ; and three hundred and fifty-six, who, it is fondly 
hoped, have been redeemed by the blood of Christ, have been 
baptisoed according to his example. The number who have 
been the subject of a saving change we must leave for that 
day when all these labors will be reviewed before the throne. 

^ Tonawanda Statiom — ^With regard to the moral state of 
things at this place» and pastieularly with respect to the 
church, we are happy to state that there are a number who 
remain steadfast, and give cheering evidence of their adop. 
tion into the family of God. They mourn over the declension 
in the church, the prevalence of wickedness, and the vigor- 
ous efforts made by the pagan party to maintain the religion 
of their ancestors.. During the last year two have been 
added to the church by baptism, and one has been exclu- 
ded. The present number of natives in the 6hurch is 
seventeen. The whole number, including the mission»j&mily, 
is twenty-one. Public worship has been maintained through 
the year, and generally a considerable number of whites 
attend. The school has progressed through the year. The 
average number of children taught would amount to at least 
twenty.five during the cold season* There have generally 
been about forty who have attended, 

^ Conclusion — Thus we have presented befi)re you the 
amount and the results of our benevolent elSbrts in the de- 
partment of domestic missions; and although it falls short 
of what we in the fullness of our souls anticipated at the last 
anniversary, yet, in view of the diiOiculties already named, with 
which we were met at the commencement of our labors, we are 
constrained to thank God and take courage. For, considering 
our reduced numbers, and the truly noble specimens of benevo- 
lence exhibited in the subscriptions and donations to the A. 6l F. 
Bible Society, we believe we can unhesitatingly say, that the 
spirit of benevolence, instead of retrograding^.or remaining sta« 
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tionary, is actually still advanciDg,. Nay^we confidently expect 
that when the beneficence of tl:^ denomination in this State, 
during the past year, is spread out in eternity, it will be found 
to have exceeded what was ever done before ; and yet we as 
confidently expect that as the philosophy <^ benevolence i& 
more thoroughly studied, and more correctly understood, we 
shall all wonder that we have presumed to give so little to 
advance His cause who gave himself for us. 

^ We rejoice to be able to repeat the sentiment, that the 
results of another year shew no diminution of attachment on 
the part of our brethren and sisters towards our beloved 
Convention ; and in surrendering the trust you were pleased 
to c<nnmit to us, we most devoutly pray tibat its interests may 
become still more strongly chmshed, until its labors are ter- 
minated amidst the long and loud allelujahs, For the kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and his 
Christ* 

^ By order of the Board, 

^Elon Galusha, Pres^ 

^^ JoHsr SjuTZEs, Sec.^' 

The following Boaid of Officers was chosen r 

Elon Galusha, President.- Charles Babcock, Treasurer. 
John Smitzer, Secretaxy.. 

Nathaniel Kendrick, BsTtholomew T.- Welch,. Archibald 
Maclay, Cornelius P. Wyckoff, Joho Bowen, John Lawton, 
^lencer H. Cone, Oliver C. Comstock, John R.. Ludlow, 
Jonathan Going, Elijah Herrick, Jonathan (Mmsted, Eli 
Stone, Thomas Purinton, Davis Dimock, Daniel Hascall, 
Edward KingsfcMrd, Lewis Leonard, Charles G. S<»nmers, 
Aaron Perkins, William Witter, Benjamin Sawin, Nathan 
Peck, George Benedict, William R. Williams, Benjamin M. 
HiU, Beriah N. Leach, Elisha Tucker, Isaac Newton, Henry 
Davis, Alfred Bennett, Norman Fox, Joseph Elliot, Alexander 
M. Beebee, Daniel Eldredge, Wm. B. Curtis, Joshua Fletcher, 
Amasa Smith, William Roe, Vice-Presidents. 

John Peck, S. B. Burchard,^ Wm. B. Brown, Joshua A. 
Burke, Edward Bright, Jr., William Colgate, William Cobb, 
Alanson L. CoveU, Cyrenius M. Fuller, Benjamin Putnam, 
Joshua Gilbert, Seth Gregory, Friend Humphrey, Elisha D. 
HubbelUChancellor Hart^om JPalmer Towiisend,John Manro, 
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Cdyin G. Carpenter, Samuel F. Phoenix, Amasa Sessions, 
Oren Sa^, Eleazer Savage, Albert G. Smith, Ebenezer 
Wakeley, David Bellaioi^, Fharcellos Charch, Richard Clark, 
James Nickerson, Wilham Arthur, Philander Kelsey, Di' 
rectors. 



STATE OP RELIGION 

IN THS TBBBirOBT XXBSACBD BY THS CONVKNTION* 

The following summary, drawn up from the minutes of 
associations wluch have been reeeivedy will exhibit the state 
of each at their last session* 

^ The Berkshire AuociaHon says, * We have not enjoyed, 
to any great extent, the outpourings of (rod's Spirit ; yet he 
has continued with us in mercy, and preserved us from dis« 
senfflons and schisms.' The number baptized is fifty-seven, 
of which the church of Tioga received thirty-four. 

^ The Black River Association have received but thirteen 
by baptism during the year. They say, ^ Our changes are 
not indicative of a revival spirit in our churches ;' and yet 
they add, < Some of them have been refreshed, and some souls 
have been, as we trust, bom into Christ's visible kingdom.' 
They have come up, with a commendable liberality, to bear 
their proporti<m of labor in the moral concpiest of the world ; 
and hope that erelong the songs of salvation will be echoed 
from one extremity to the other of the territory they occupy. 

^ The Canisteo niver Association was formed in July, and 
held their first session in September. At this meeting they 
resolved themselves into a Missionary Society^ auxiliary to 
the Convention. They say, < Tfa^ whole territory embraced 
within the limits of the Association is missionary ground.' 
In communicating their request to be recognized as an aux- 
iliary, they express their determination to cultivate the field, 
and hope to be aided by their brethren with their prayers 
and alms. 

^ Cataraugus. This Association was fordoed from churches 
connected mth the Holland Purchase Association, in Feb., 
1886, and bdd their iuvt session in June following. As 
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many of the churches are the fruit of recent missionary labor, 
they appear to have felt the importance of direct action on 
the subject ; hence, they resolved themselves, as soon as orga- 
nized into an Association, into a Missionary Society, and 
resolved to attempt to raise at least twenty-five cents for every 
member in the Association. Immediately, the delegates of 
a number of churches pledged the amount of the sum which 
would be due from them. At their meeting in June, we are 
informed by the Agent, th^y presented $200 as the first firuits 
of their distinct organization, and resolved to attempt to raise 
9300 the coming year. 

^ Tke Cayuga AssoeiatUm report that sevend of the churches 
have been much refreshed by the showers of grace which 
they have enjoyed. As the result, one hundred and five have 
been baptized and added to the churches. They are deter- 
mined to share with their brethren in the labors necessary to 
fill the earth with the knowledge of the Lord. Hence, while 
their contributions for the fi>reign mission, and other faenevo- 
lent institutions, were more fSan usual, they succeeded in 
making up 8400 fi>r the Convention, and resolved to attempt 
to raise, ror the same object, #500 the current year. 

^ Chautauque Association. This body has not been fiivored 
with enlargement as in former years, yet one hundred and 
six are reported as being added by baptism to the churches 
of which it is composed. At the last, session a resolution 
was passed to raise 8500 for domestic missions, nearly all of 
whicn it is supposed will be needed in the territory over which 
the Association extends. 

^ The Chenango Assoeiatum were permitted to sit together 
in an heavenly place at their last anni verisary . ' Many of our 
churches,' they say, <have been visited with the reviving 
influences of the Spirit during the year, while peace and 
harmony generally pervade our borders.* AltlHmgh they 
had large additions the preceding year, yet they report at 
this session the pleasing met that two hundred and fifty-six 
joyfiil souls had been baptized into Christ and put on Christ* 
They appear to be detenmned to ^ow their faith by their 
works ; hence, while they believe the gospel must be preached, 
that men may hear, and, hearing, befieve and be baptized, 
they paid the Agent nearly 8700 for the Convention, their 
pledge being but 8500 ; and leaEzing how much blessedness 
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there is in serving the Lord with their substance, they resolv- 
ed to ridse at least 8700 the current year for the Convention. 

" Cardand Assodatian. This body, which ever since its 
(»rganization has not been behind ihe most liberal in benefi- 
cence, has not retrograded the past year : nor has the Lord 
left the churches without the visits of his grace. Although 
all have not been aUke favored, yet two hundred and twenty-one 
precious souls, who, having received the word gladly, were 
baptized and added to the churches, are so many pledges of 
his faithfulness to Zion. Although the pledge to the Con- 
vention, 8600, was not quite redeemed at the time of their 
session, yet such is their ardor in the home mission enterprise, 
that they resolved to raise at least 8700, and furnish the bal- 
ance of the past, the current, year. 

'< DutcJiess Association, This division of the sacramental 
host of God's elect, though, few in nimibers, yet they possess 
much of the spirit of the Master. They resolved to raise at 
least 8400 the current year for the cause of domestic mis- 
sions ; and as they look upon the whitening fields around 
them, they desire to sustain a laborer who may be constant- 
ly occupied in thrusting in the gospel sickle, and in securing 
the precious fruits of immortality. They report an addition 
of sixty-one to the seven churches of which the Association 
is composed. 

^ The Essex and Champlain Assocudions were united the 
past year, and now compose but one band. They represent 
their last session as one of great interest* Their sympathy 
is aroused in behalf of the sheep of Christ who are sparsefy 
scattered over the two counties embraced in their limits, and 
they raised 8100 to aid the Convention in its labors of love. 
Several of the churches have been much increased in num- 
bers and strength. The whole number baptized is one hun- 
dred and fifty-nine. 

*< Franklin. This Association, for a nimiber of years past, 
have mourned at their anniversaries, because the epistles from 
the churches have so generally been in the language of sad- 
ness. But at the last session a different aspect appeared 
upon the face of many of the communications, announcing 
the pleasing fact that the Lord had made the place of his feet 
glorious in the midst of them, causing their fellow-men to bow 
at his throne, and to find mercy. They fondly hope they 
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may see greater victories achieved, by Zion's King, than 
have yet appeared. The Association reports an addition of 
seventy-seven by baptism. They have ever been a most 
efficient auxiliaiy of the Convention, and are determined not 
to relax their efforts until the trimnpha of the cross have 
become universal. 

^ Tlie Genesee Association, This body, though less favored 
with revivals the past than during some former years, were 
not left entirely without witness. They report an addition 
by baptism of forty-three. They enter into the work of bene- 
volence with a good degree of zeal, and, in view of the 
..expanding fields before them, have resolved to increase the 
amount of their contributions. 

^ The Genesee River Association report an addition of one 
hundred and thirty who have believed in the Lord Jesus with 
all their hearts, and have been baptized. They are unwilling 
to be deprived of the privilege of mingling their labors and 
sacrifices for the salvation of their fellow-men ; hence they 
say, with reference to the Convention, * We will cheerfully 
co-operate with oiir brethren thus devotedly engaged ; and 
will, by the blessing of God, raise this year the sum of $300 
for the accomplishment of those most desirable objects they 
haVe in view.' 

^ The HoUand Purchase Association has been somewhat 
diminished in the niunber of its churches, by the formation 
of the Cataraugus Association. The event was effected with 
much harmony, and the kindest of feeling, the better to 
accommodate the churches and promote the general interests 
of the cause. The last session of this body was one of most 
tiirilling interest, and the exhibitions of a spirit of enlarged 
benevolence were most ddightfully apparent. Although the 
pledges given by the churches were not all made out at the 
time, yet it is hoped the residue is forthcoming. It was, 
however, in favor of the American & Foreign Bible Society 
that the most thrilling interest was excited ; for, afler a ser- 
mon upon the subject, more than $1000 was subscribed on 
the spot by the delegates, as a kind of nucleus, around which 
the donations of the churches will be gathered, and in due 
time be forwarded to the proper treasury. They report an 
addition of two hundred and eight by baptism, and resolved to 
raise at least 8500 for the Convention the current year. 
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^ Hudson River Association, The Lord has made his arm 
bare in the view of several of the churches of this Associa* 
tion. The First church in Troy, and the Broome street 
(New York) church, each received one hundred by baptism ; 
several other churches in the city were much refreshed and 
enlarged, while the churches on the majestic river, whose 
name they bear, have not been left without a witness. 
These pledges of God's faithfulness have enabled the Asso« 
elation to report the delightful fact that six hundred and 
sixty-four praying souls have been brought into their fellow- 
ship as workers together with God. They are determined 
still to hold that prominence among the auxiliaries of the 
Convention to which they have attained ; and as a token of 
their unbroken confidence in the plans of that body, they 
have resolved to raise at least 91500 the<;urrent year to re* 
plenish the treasury. 

^ The Livingston Association say, * We are a feeble body, 
numbering only eight churches and four hundred and eighty* 
eight communicants.' During the past year they have em. 
ployed and paid a missionary, who has labored under their 
direction for three months : besides which they have aided 
the funds of the Convention and of foreign missions. Ac- 
cording to their numbers, they appear to be fully determined 
to assume their share in the toils and sacrifices necessary to 
the moral conquest of the world. They report nine baptized, 
and say, * Our prospects are encouraging ; our present 
session has been very pleasant.' 

<^ The Madison Association enjoyed a most lovely season 
at their last session ; the exercise o£ the kindest fraternal 
feeling pervaded all their deliberations and decisions, and the 
liberality of the churches furnished more than the amount 
pledged to the Convention. They report an addition of two 
hundred and seventeen joyful believers, among whom was 
one nearly ninty-two years old. In their corresponding let- 
ter they say, ' Seversd of our churches have been favored 
with precious revivals, while nearly all have received the 
tokens of Divine favor.' Notwithstanding the large number 
baptized, yet, in consequence of the multitude who have emi- 
grated to the west, the total number has been reduced nearly 
one hundred. Hence, in fixing the amount of their pledge, 
they have named a like sum to thtst raised the past year— * 
•800. 
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^ Monroe AtsodtUion — ^This band of disciples were permit, 
ted the privilege of sitting together in &n heavenly place in 
Christ Jesus during their last session. A peculiar harmony 
pervaded their councils and decisions, while the pleasing fact 
tiiat two hundred and nineteen praying souls, who had been 
baptized into Christ and put on Christ, were added to their 
mnnber, was hailed as a pledge that the Lord still remember- 
ed Zion. Although they were disappointed in not furnishing 
all tiie means to aid the Convention they had designed, yet 
tiiey paid nearly $500, and resolved to raise at least #900 
for the coming year* 

^ The New York Association^ although not directly an aux* 
iliary, are nevertheless engaged, to a very interesting extent, 
in the same blessed work. They have aided a number of 
feeble churches belonging to the Association, located on Long 
Island, and in New Jersey, with one at NewbUrgh. In these 
labors of lovc4hey have expended 8650, and have furnished 
moo for Indian reform. They report the pleasing fact that 
two hundred and forty-seven have been added to the churches 
by baptism, #nd evince their determination to participate in 
the labor of sustaining all the good works of the day. 

*^ Niagara Association. This portion of the sacramental 
host, though not permitted to exult in the victories of grace 
achieved among them as in former years, yet they are deter- 
mined to hold on their way, do their duty, and pray^rod to 
give the increase. They recommend to the churches they 
represent, to aid the funds of the Convention, not only at 
tibe rate heretofore recommended, but with a liberal increase 
of the bounty. They report an addition of sixty by baptism ; 
and as the Association extends over two counties, they re- 
commend the formation of a Bible society in each county, 
auxiliary to the ^ American dc Foreign Bible Society.' 

^ The Oneida Association report one hundred and thirty- 
four baptized ; in their corresponding letter, however, they 
say, ' Two or three churches only have enjoyed refreshings, 
and on some others a few mercy-drops have fallen, while Ihe 
majority have remained quite stationary. Tliere is good 
reason for this : less has been done in the churches for the 
salvation of sinners the year past, than in former years, and 
the result is accordingly. Although, when the liberalities of 

13 
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the churches were counted^ it was found that the pk^e of 
last year was not redeemed, yet the delegates nkNre than made 
up the defficiency <m the spot* 

^ Ommdaga Associatum. The report of this Association^ 
thoueh less fraught with incidents expressivQ of the Tictorieis 
of Zion's King than at some other sessions, is nevertheless 
most interesting in its details, as it exhibits those traits of 
Christian character which tend to promote the glory of God. 
They have not, however, been passed by of the Master in 
the dispensing of his favors, for they report fifty-four baptized 
and added to the church the past year. And while they are 
£Bivored in the providence of God, with an amount of means 
equal to any other Association in central New York, they 
have determined not to be behind their brethren in sustain, 
ing the cause of benevolence. They pron^tly redeemed the 
pledge they gave to the Convention last year^ and resolved 
to attempt to raise at least $600 the current year, while the 
claims of kindred institutions are responded to with a be* 
coming liberality. 

^ Ontario Associatum has been much refreshed the past year* 
Several of the churches have enjoyed the visits of Zion's 
King, who has multiplied the victories of his grace among 
them. They report an addition of one hundred and twenty- 
six joyful converts, who, having beMeved through grace, have 
been baptized, lliey feel themselves enlisted in every en- 
terprise which is designed to fill the earth with the luiowl- 
edge and the glory of the Lord. 

^' The Oswego Assodatumy althoughof but four years' stand- 
ing, are nevertheless desirous to assume their fidl share of 
tespoimibtlity in carrying out the great commissicHi to diseij^ 
the nations. Their recent session was one of great harmony,, 
and was attended with maiked expressicms of the presence 
of the Lord. They have resolved to sustain a nassaooary in 
the county, and are persuaded that an additional laborer 
would find much land whidi can not by the one ^nployed 
be cultivated. The pasi year haa not been to them like some 
which preceded it, when each of the reapers brought his 
sheaves with him; yet they hope the good seed has taken 
root, and will soon invite ^ reaper's sickle. They report 
an addition of eighteen by baptism. 

^ Otsego Associatitm. In their corresponding letter they say ^ 
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^ The present session of the Association has been one of great 
harmony and Christian affection. Sevend of the churches 
have during the year enjoyed seasons of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord, and the interest fdt in the benevolent 
operations of the day exceeds what has ever before appeared.' 
They report the baptism of two hundred and fifteen, to whom 
the Lord has granted repentance unto life— the redemption 
of the pledge of $500 given ^e Convention the last year, 
with an additional sum, #130 — and the recommendation to 
the churches to raise at least #600 to aid the cause of home 
missions the current year. This is the oldest Association 
in western New Todk, and they appear desirous of setting 
an example worthy to be imitated by the rest. 

^ RerusdaerviUe AssoeiatUm are still determined (o hold up 
the light of life, and to contribufe their prayers and alms for 
tiie conversion of the world. During the past year the Lord 
has appeared in the midst of sevend churches, and enabled 
them to exult in the victories of his grace. They report 
one hundred and fifly-se ven lovely disciples, who, having gladly 
received the word, were baptized and added to the churches. 

^ The Saratoga AssociaHan, although they have suffered a 
diminution of nearly two hundred, and have parted with 
several valuable ministering brethren, most of whom have 
emigrated to the far west, yet tiiey are determined not to be 
discouraged ; fully confident that the cause is the Lord's and 
he will not suffer it to fail. A few of the churches have re* 
eeived a visit from the King of saints^ who made the place 
of his feet glorious in their midst. The whole number bap- 
tized in the Association is one hundred and eleven. They 
furnish about 8400 for the Convention, and resolved to raise 
at least $500 the current year. 

^ The Seneca Association say, * At our present session we 
have en|oyed a season of unususil interest. We have among 
OS some things to deplore and some things to a{^rove : among 
the former, are, a want of zealous attention to rdigious 
duties and privileges, and to a small extent an opposition to 
benevolent institutions ; amons the latter, a general stead- 
fastness in the fidth, and an increased liberality in aiding 
our benevolent institutionsr The number baptized was 
eeventy-nine. They were enabled to do more than redeem 
their pledge of #500 the past year, and recommended to the 
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churches to raise their proportion of $800 the curre&t year* 

** Steuben. This Association has heen somewhat reduced 
by the organization of the Canisteo River Association. They 
say, < The past has been less a season of harvest than of sow* 
ing the seed J They report but twenty-six baptized in the 
whole Association. Though they have not been increased 
with men as a flock, yet they have not relaxed their efforts 
to do good : upwards of $200 were contributed by the churches 
for home missions, and with their diminished strength they 
have recommended at least 8200 for the current year. 

<* TJie St. Laurence Assodatum say, ' We are not able to 
cheer your hearts with information of the general outpour- 
ings of God's Spirit upon our churches ; yet we rejoice that 
some few mercy-drops have fallen upon our thirsty Zion* 
Our present session has been one of deep interest^ harmony^ 
and love.' They report one hundred and twelve added to 
the churches by baptism, and they are resolved to engage in 
every good word and work. 

"• T%e Washington Union Association say, ' We have oc- 
casion to mourn and weep over the languidfiing state of our 
churches in general. Very few have been baptized (forty, 
six) into the fellowship of the chuf che? composing this body» 
wimin the past year, while deaths, exclusions, and emi^a- 
tions to the west, are rapidly diminishing our numbers. The 
general tone of piety is indeed low ; and consequently the 
amount of benevolent effort is by far too small.' Yet they 
add, < Still, we would hqpe that the cause of God has a per- 
manent hold on the affections of the members of this Ajbso- 
ciation. ' As an evidence of their confidence in the Convention^ 
they resolved to make an effort to raise 8500 the year to 
come to aid its funds. 

^ The Worcester Associationj although less numerous than 
some other divisions of the sacramental host of God's elect, 
are, notwithstanding, determined to assme their fuU share of 
responsibility in giving the gospel to the destitute wherever 
they may be found. Their last session was one of thrilling 
interest. They redeemed their pledge of $300, by an extra 
effort, and resdved to attempt to secure the like sum from 
the churches at the next session. But one of the churches 
was favored with a special revival ; yet to several others the 
Kinff of Zion gave pledges of his love. They report sixty-' 
"five oaptized ami added to the Zion of God amonic th^n." 
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NEW YORK BAPTIST REGISTER. 



In the year 1824 a few brethren, residing in the vicinity 
of Utica, impressed with the necessity and importance of 
stated religious intelligence, commenced the publication of a 
small sheet, weekly, entitled the << Baptist Register." It 
was printed at Utica, and edited by Elds. Galusha and Willey. 
The circulation was not extensive, but it brought before the 
public the subject of periodical intelligence, and prepared the 
way for a more enlaiged and permanent action. In the &1I, 
at the annual meeting, the subject was proposed, of establish- 
ing a religious paper, to be under the patronage and 
direction of the Convention. An offer was made to them of 
the Baptist Register then puUished, and arrangements were 
made to commence the next year with an enlarged sheet 
and a competent editor, who was required to devote his whole 
time to make the paper, as far as possible, adequate to the 
wants of the denomination. An editor was secured in the 
person of Br. Alexander M. Beebee, then residing in the 
county of Onondaga, who removed to Utica with his family, 
and commenced his responsible, and thus far permanent and 
successful, labors. The mechanical execution of the paper 
was under the direction of Br. Cephas Bennett, who con- 
tinued to print the paper nearly five years, until convinced 
that the Lord called him to a foreign field of moral labor. 
The first paper published by the Convention was issued 
March 4, 1825, and a circulation tiie first year was secured 
of about 2,000. The following extracts from the first num- 
ber will show the plan and general principles which it was 
designed to accomplish and extend : 
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^To stir up the minds of our feUow-men to the important 
subject of scattering light among the ignorant and benight, 
ed, by presenting them from tin^ to time with intelligence 
on the subject of missionsY at home and abroad, will be part 
of our duty. Indian reform, which we contemplate with 
interest, wOl engage a portion of our efibrts to propoote. 

^ Though the cause of missions is the great object of our 
regard, and to promote this object our energies and our ef- 
forts will be Erected, and our hearts pledged, yet we con* 
template in the range of our consideration all those kindred 
associations, combined for the consummation of that single 
object, so devoutly to be wished^ the reflection of the Re- 
deemer's glory in the red^nption of a &llen world* 

*^ There are other efibrts put forth ibr the healing of the 
nations, to which our attention will also be directed. The 
Bible interest is inseparable from tilie missionary. They are 
pioneers to each other. If the missionary takes the lead, it 
IS but to introduce the sacred volume ; if the Bible is on the 
advance, it is only to prepare the straioger to its truth to ad- 
dress the missionary on his advent with the anxious inquiry, 
* Of whom speaketh the prophet this, of himself, pr some 
other man V 

^ Sunday-schods, with their flood of benefits, cmnmepd 
themselves to our regard. No charity appears to have been 
more signalized by &e bles£Hmg of Heaven, v 

** The interests and operations of our Institution at Ham- 
ilton are among the important subjects to which our regard 
is pledged. 

^ Our pages will be occasionally devoted to such literary 
subjects as may carry with them moral benefit to our readers* 
Biographical sketches of such persons as may have orna- 
mented the Christian name, shall have a place in our columns. 
Such political events, both at home and abroad, as give dis- 
tinction to the age in which we live shall not be omitted. 
The important legislative proceedings of our own State, and 
the Congress of tiie United States, with such speeches as 
may be important to preserve, shaU be given in the Register. 

^ We present our paper as an organ of communicatien to 
the public for all our religious bodies. Our object will be to 
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make the Register a profitable, intereetiiig, and cheap, vehicle 
of religious intelligence, embracing, also^ a portion of litera- 
ry and political information." 

Various measures were adopted to extend the benefits of 
the paper. Traveling agents were appointed, as well as lo« 
cal acents, with a hope uid full expectation that the number 
of sij&cribers could be increased, so that a revenue might 
be realized to the funds, as well as to the amount of infor- 
mation possessed by the denomination. It was ascertained 
that no paper of respectable size could be published, where 
tiie articles were to be put in type every week, and an editor 
to be compensated, uidess the tenns of subscription were 
more than two dollars, or the number of good subscriber? 
exceeded 3,000, without Iobb to tiiose engaged in it. During 
the first year, tiierefore, exertions were made and economy 
practiced, in the belief that the paper ought to be sustaii^d 
and continued. 

In 1827 the committee on the Register, (who were appoin- 
ted by the Board of the Convention,) reported the number of 
subscribers to be 2,900, and a prospect that 8500 would be 
realized that year. The following year a less number of 
subscribers was reported, although it was thought the debts 
were equal to the expenditures. 

After tiie paper had been published about five years, many 
having been quite negligent in their payments, and some 
debts becoming very uncertain, the committee appointed by 
the Convention to consider what measures could be adopted 
to pnmiote the interests of the paper, believinj^ that there 
was little hope of any direct income to the ninds of the 
Convention, and fearing that its debts woidd increase faster 
than its income would be realized, made the following report : 

** We recommend that the Register be leased to some suita- 
ble person or persons for years, reserving the annual 

rent of said paper to the Convention, and also the control of 
die editorial department* And further, that a general trav- 
eling agent be forthwith appointed, for the immediate c<^- 
lection of all the outstanding debts : and that after such a 
collection shall have been made, if a balance shall remain 
against the paper, that then immediate steps be taken for 
the payment of such balance, by an appeal to the liberality 
of our brethren 
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The report was adopted, and the standing ernnmittee direct:* 
ed to carry out the same. 

In accordance with the above proceedings, a proposition 
was made by Messrs, Bennett dc Bright to publish the paper 
for five years. After due consideration, their proposition 
was accepted, and in the spring of 1830 the paper was leased 
to them lor that term of time ; the former editor continuing 
as usual to have the whole oversight and charge 6f the edito- 
rial department. Under this arrangement the circulatimi of 
the Register greatly increased, payments were more prompt 
•ecuroo, and Ae paper was made to yield a handsome revenue 
to the Convention, which for a time was required to liquidate 
the debts that had occurred in the establishment of the paper, 
and while its circulation was more limited. It was enlaced 
at the expense of the publishers, an increasing interest was 
fbh by all acquainted with it, and its weekly arrival hailed 
by thousands with delight. The influence it contumed to 
exert was hi^ly salutary in the promotion of an intdUgenl, 
unitcK) action in the ^reat objects of foreign and doiiKatic 
missionst Bible, education, Sabbath-school, and tenqteraDce. 
causes; in the dissemination of revival inteUigenoe, and 
inculcating the principles of pure and undefiled Td^g;ioB. 
The editor continued to retain and deserve die c 
and support of his brethien, although conflicting 
of sreat public interest often produced difierence of 
and action* and awakened the Numbering eneigies of tibe 
denomination* This course, amidst die most exciting ffots- 
tiottA. was approved by the sober and considerate of aB f«r- 
ti««« None but thc»3e engpiged personaDr in die re^powUe 
w\vrk of eatmrtng for the public taste^ and regolati]^ dbe 
public Hund» can dohr appreciate die ieeluigsw caresi. aad 
of a cottscientious editor. 



In 1$33 an edoit was nnde to ^nnge te locatkBi tf 
paper, and Kflnonre it to the cttr of New Toik. and 
Mati^ it with the Baptist Repositonr ; bat atlcr a ndC 
MNi «&»nKsmk the pi^iect w lofedlT diTwpyrn-im 
aMuadMw^ 

TW tbOowinc extnet fitm ^be report ot 
niche ^ ^ 



in dw^ M ef 1<M. wil abov tii( Nvra^ « » 
Wwe with Brm. Benim ^ Bright : 
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^ The New York Baptist Register is still the property of 
the Convention. The term for which it was leased to Bm. 
Bennett & Bright will expire next February. At an early 
period, a committee was appointed to renew the lease, embra- 
cing the best intelligence and experience of the Board. The 
paper is again leased to the present publishers, for seven 
years from the commencement of the next volume. The 
Convention will receive 150 dollars annually for 2,500 sub- 
scribers, and 20 cents in addition for each subscriber above 
that niunber. Should the number of subscribers be les»than 
2,500, a deduction is to be made from the 150 dollars of 10 
'cents on each of the number wanting. The present number 
of subscribers is 5,100, which, will bring to the funds of the 
Convention 670 dollars. But the revenue of [the pre- 
sent volume and of the next will be demanded to cancel 
the debts against the Register existing prior to the first 
lease, unless collections can be made from the subscribers of 
that period beyond what we anticipate. Could the number 
of subscribers be increased to 7,000, the income would be 
1,050 dollars per annum. With its able and experienced 
editor, under the care of its approved and faithful publishers, 
in its present enlarged form, we hope this vehicle of religious 
knowledge and information will be cordially welcomed into 
every family in the denomination. Nearly all the associa- 
tions in this State have passed resolutions of commendation." 

The following year a more full report was made of the 
expenses and situation of the Register, which is here given^ 
as it presents, in short, the progress of the paper : 

^ The debts contracted in commencing the paper have 
long been a prolific source of trouble and perplexi^ : various 
means have at difierent times been devised for their liquida- 
tion, but they failed to produce those results most devoutly 
anticipated. The executive committee, who for many years 
were in the habit of advancing their own funds, and of giving 
to the paper the benefit of their personal responsibility, de- 
serve well the gratitude of their brethren ; and we are con. 
fident it will not be withheld. They have waited patiently 
for their claims, and we rejoice to say they are all discharged. 

<^The committee to whom the state of the Register was 
referred, submitted the following report : 
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^ ' Your committee, in the discharge of the duty assigned 
to them, have ascertained that the Convention, in August, 
1832, were in deht, on account of the paper, to the amount 
of 82,221 51, all of which has been entirely discharged ; 
and furthermore, that a balance will exist, in favor of the 
Convention, in February, 1636, of nearly 8300. The pre- 
sent number of subscribers is estimated, in round numbers, 
to be 5,000. Assuming the ground that this number will 
not be diminished afterrebruary^ 1836, the Conventicm will 
reali^ from it a nett revenue of 8650 per annum ; and 
should the subscribers be increased to 6,000, the revenue from 
this source will be $850 ; and an additional amount of 9200 
per annum, for every thousand added to the list of subscri- 
bers : thus, whenever the list is increased to 10,000, the 
annual revenue resulting to the Convention will equal 91,650. 
From a view of these highly interesting and encouraging 
facts, your committee are induced to hope that the proper 
consideration of them will operate on all who value our mis- 
sionary interests, so as to stimulate them to immediate and 
persevering efforts to obtain additional subscribers to the 
Register, until the number shall equal our most sanguine 
expectations, and the proceeds from this quarter render our 
means of supplying the destitute with the bread of life much 
more ample.' " 

<' All the associations in the State, who are auxiliaries of 
the Convention, have continued to express their approbation 
in its favor, and their recommendations to promote its more 
extensive circulation. Did our limits allow it, we would 
gladly spread their resolutions before you ; but a single one, 
which exhibits the i^irit of all the rest, must suffice : ' jRe- 
solvedf That we retain undiminished confidence in the New 
York Baptist Register, ^s a periodical well calculated to pro- 
mote the Redeemer's kingdom, and we urge its universal 
patronage by the churches Composing this iKKly.' " 

One more extract we give from the report of the Board 
for 1836, as it presents a view of the benefit resulting from 
such a paper, its bearing upon our denomination, and its influ- 
ence in the extension of Christ's kingdom in the world : 

^ This valuable periodical continues to be the property of 
the Convention, and is constantly^ accomplishing, to a most 
interesting extent, the two-fold services of a missionary an4 
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agent. Aa a missionary, it presents the doctrinal, the 
prophetical, the experimental, and the practical, truths of our 
noly religion to its tens of thousands, in its weekly visits to 
the habitations of our brethren and fellow-citizens. By it 
<the violated law speaks forth its thunders,' and by it, <in 
strains as sweet as angels use, the gospel whispers peace.* 
Its efficiency in arousing the dormant energies of the saints, 
provoking them to love and good works, has often appeared. 
Still it IS confidently believed that, in this particular, as well 
as in its efforts to instruct the ignorant, to confirm the 
wavering, to reclium the wanderers, and to alarm the thought- 
less, its success will only be known in ^that day for which 
all other days were made.' Notwithstanding, from what is 
known, we are fiilly aware that, without undervaluing the 
living teachers, we may safely say we have no more effi- 
cient missionary than this. As an agent, its worth is truly 
great ; for, while it secures no inconsiderable sum to our 
treasury from its own revenue, its exhibitions of the field 
spread out before the church, and of the claims of God and 
a perishing world upon her prayers and alms, have often 
untied the purse-strings of selfishness, and caused the Lord's 
silver and gold, which has been hoarded up, to be consecra- 
ted to the advancement of his Uessed cause in the world, and 
to await the calls of his servants who are the almoners of 
the needy. Its weekly arrival is hailed with interest by 
multitudes ; and although it may not adapt itself to the ca- 
priciousness of all, yet we believe there is no other religious 
periodical in our country more ccnnmended in its general 
course, or more sought after, than the Register. The well- 
earned reputation of its editor is untarnished. Nor should 
it be forgotten, that, from the responsibility of his station, he 
has a strong claim upon the prayers <^ Zion, that he may 
share largely in the wisdom that is from above, and, thus 
endowed, be able to fiilfill the high expectations cherished 
regarding his labors. 

<<The present number of subscribers is 5,250. The 
amount of the rent paid by the publishers for the past year 
was 8630. Should the subscription list continue as it now 
stands, the rent for the present volume will be 8700, all of 
which will be devoted to missionary purposes. We most 
ardently desirq every friend of the Convention to remember 
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that every five new subscribers will put one dollar into its 
treasury ; and we fondly hope that their regard for the des- 
titute will urge each one to endeavor to secure at least five 
new subscribers to commence with the next volume." 
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In reviewing the ground over which we have pasted^ fironi 
the first commencement of a feeble churoh'in this then vast 
wilderness to the present numerous great and flourishing 
churches and associations of the Biqitist order (to say noth«i 
ing of the multitude of other religious denominations) spread 
through this extensive and richly cultivated country called 
western New York, we are led to exclaim. How wonderfiii 
are the works of God ! The rising glories of the Redeemer's 
kingdom are calculated to inspire tl^ pious soul with ecstatic 
pleasure, and excite the warmest feelings of devotion and 
gratitude. In the year 1795, in all this part of the country, 
there were only fifte^ churches, comprising five hundred 
and seventy-two members. Now, within the same territory, 
there are twenty-seven associations. There were then only 
seven ministers in all this tract of the country, where now» 
(1836,) from the minutes of the associations, there are found 
about 300 ministers, and 100 licentiates* At that time there 
were only three associations in the State of New York, viz. 
Shaftsbury, New York, and Warwick ; and several of the 
churches compoeinff those bodies were located in other States.* 
There was then omy one unaU meeting-house in this great 
wilctemess ; and now, hownumerous are the houses erected 
for the worship of God ! The glittering spires appear in 
view, and the sound of the church«bell strikes the ear, in 

* All tliA memben in the Baptiat ohurcbM in tbe State of New York 
amounted only to 5,263. Aiplona*! Regiiter for 1794. But now there are 
intheBtaleSoAiioeiatloiii; 651 chnrchea { 495iBiiiiflini; 64^406 memberf. 

14 



I" 



158 BAPTIST KUBIOirAftV CONVENTION. 

almost every direction in traversing this now populous and 
flourishing region. 

The few ministers, as well as the few feehle and scattered 
churches, were then very poor. But few roads, and those 
very bad, they had to make their own way through the vast 
wild by marked trees, and ford rapid and dangerous streams, 
without bridges, surrounded by howling beasts, and roaming 
parties of Indian hunters. The onall churches were unaUe 
to aflTord them assistance, and there were no missionary 
societies to patronize and support them : but love to God, and 
the souls of men, prompted them to engage in the great war* 
fare at their own charges ; the hope of spiritual benefit to 
the scattered and destitute settlers induced them, unaided by 
mortals, (trusting in Qod alone,) to encounter privations, 
dangers, and hardships, through mud, and mire, and storms, 
sometimes on horseback and sometimes on foot ; sometimes 
overtaken by night, far from human abode, where they were 
compelled to remain in some lonely forest until the slow re- 
turning morning should illumine the desert. Amidst these 
labors and fatigues their hearts were frequently pained in 
reflecting upon the situation of their families left in a desti- 
tute condition at home : their wives oflen having the care 
and toil of all, both in and out of the house, and but very 
scantily supplied with the necessaries of life. However, they 
trusted in God, their Redeemer, and he sustained them* 
When their husbands returned from these missionary ex- 
. cursions, they recounted the goodness of Grod and the displays 
of his mercy which they were permitted to witness. With 
what mutual joy could they mingle their songs of praise and 
"thanksgiving before the meroy-seat I Here joy and peace 
"Which they were permitted to experience (perhaps unknown 
among the rich and opulent in populous towns and villages) 
Vere a rich reward. These were truly missionaries at their 
own expense. They sowed the seed which has been spring- 
ing up in a rich harvest, and, under God, laid the foundation 
for the increasing prosperity and growing interest of the 
Baptist churches in this country. 

But, oh ! could they have foreseen what we are permitted 
to see and enjoy — ^the widely extended fldds-^the populous 
'towns, villages, and cities— 4he turnpikes, canals, and rail- 
roads—the churches and houses for worshli>— the Bible, tract. 
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and misflionary, societies, domestic and iateiga — tiie schools, 
academies, and cdleges — ^the Sunday-scbwls and Bible- 
classes— 4he extensive revivals of religionr— and the literary 
and theological saninaries,-*how would the prospect have 
caused their hearts to leap for joy ! Could the veneraUe 
Hosmer in vision have seen the present condition of Hamil- 
ton, where he closed his useful labors — could he have seen 
the noble structures on the hill overlodking the growing vil- 
lage, consecrated to sacred literature— -could he have seen 
the number of pious yootii, who, having finished their courses, 
becoming pastors in the rising churches in our own country, 
some making their way to Burmah, to China, to the west, 
and to difl^ient parts of the globe, to prodium salvation in a 
Savior's name to perishing naUicuu of our &Uen race— an^ 
now moi^ tiian one huDdred and seventy 3roung men panting 
for usefulness, ardently pursuing their studies ^th a view to 
go forth heralds of the cross — how would it have cheered hi« 
heart, animated his soul, and poured consolation on his path- 
way to the tomb ! 

And, with what minted leelings of delist, gratitude, and 
wonder, may we now look back to the year 1807, when the 
society, now bearing the name of the ^ Baptist Missionary 
Convention of the State of New York," took its rise — its 
funds amounting to only $20, and enabled to employ onhf 
one missionary for eight weeks ; but now, (1836,) the whcid 
amount reported in tbd treasury is $17,390— emplo3dng and 
sustaining missionaries, local, and itinerating among the 
natives of the wilderness, to the amount of more than fifty 
years' labor ; besides $10,000 given to the Home Mission 
Society for spreading the gospel in the great Western Valley 
and other parts of our continent. 

We have now brought the history down to the present 
time ; and on reviewing the way through which the Lord 
has led his people, let our hearts expand with holy thanks- 
giving to God ; and let us, too, cherish the memory of those 
laborious, self.den3ring, and fiuthfiil, pioneers and severs of 
the cross, whom God was pleased to employ as honored in- 
struments in preparing the way for the blessings and privi* 
leges which we enjoy. Let us bless and adore the great 
Head of the church, that, while these venerable fiithers have 
mostly been called from their labors, he has raised up others, 
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on whom their mantleB have follen, to supply their places in 
Zion, who are valiant for the truth ; and also disposed the 
hearts of his children, both male and female, to unite their 
eneigies, their pra3rer8, and their contributions, in aiding the 
great and noble work ; while our abler brethren in dder parts 
of the State, and in the city of New York, have so liberally 
poured into the treasury ef the Lord—Hswelling the tide of 
|dory, by bearing the news of salvation to perishing souls. 
Then, in view or the past blessing of God which has attends 
ed our feeble labors, we may be encouraged to pursue our 
blessed work. Yes ! let the eye of our benevolence be placed 
upo» the destitute of the whole world ; let us not relax our 
efibrts till the standard of the cross shall be planted on every 
mountain and in every valley ; unti} the peaceful banner of 
the gospel eball float in every breeze and Uess the people of 
every dime; until the people of every natien shall say, ^Lo! 
this is our God ; we have waited for him, and he will save 
ns; this is the Lord; we have waited for him; we will be glad, 
and rejoice in his salvation." ** O give thanks unto the Coid^ 
fer he is good ; for his mercy endiaffedi forever I'' 
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Among the things interesting in reviewing the progress of 
the church from its incipient organization in a new country 
to a state of prosperous enlargement, is the examination of 
its statistical documents — ^it was therefore thought that an 
important appendage to the foregoing history would he the • 
statistical table of the as80ciati<Hi8 which hereafler follow. 

There are several churches in western New York of the 
Seventh-Day and Free- Will Baptists, and some unassociated 
Cyvinistic churches, whose progress we have not been able 
to trace with any satisfactoiy accuracy, but whose present 
condition we have thought advisable^ to embrace in a summa* 
ly way in this record, which we have taken from the Trien- 
nial Register of I. M. Allen, for 1886. 

The Free-Will Baptists have in the HoUand Purchase 123 
churches, 60 ministers, 15 licentiates, and 4,050 members. 

The Seventh-Day Baptists have about 2,600 members in 
western New York, and about 20 ministers. They have a 
missionary society, and a religious newspaper, called the 
Protestant Sentinel, published at De Ru3rter. The following 
are the unassociated Calvinistic churches : 

1st church of Utica. Members 96 ; ministers 2 ; receiv* 
ed by baptism in 1837, 9. Eld. William H. Thomas has the 
pastoral care of the church, and Eld. David Griffith preach- 
es occasionally. 

2nd church in South Trenton. Members 36 ; ministers 
5, 3 ordained and 2 licentiates. Eld. Joseph Richards has 
the pastoral care of the church. 

The regularly associated churches, copied from the origi- 
nal minutes, are as follows : 

14* 



XAITUI JUUKUTAKY CONVBimoK. 



ASSOCIATIONS AND CHCRCHES. 



N. B. Aiiiu*l«n' namea in Komui letters. LiecntiUes in /loItM. 
OnurcboB without I^aton, drnticguijibed by t 

Tho fi^nrea pceoediiig the nune of the Anoeiation designate Jhe jeer of 
ito cenititntian, th«ae uter it the feu when the ■OGOimt wu mftde out. 



SISBSEEnu AStOCIACTOIT. 




Owogo, 




i 


Owe go Creek, 


C. Nelson, 


S 


1. Bpencer, 


H. KelR7, 


1 


ii. SpenGer, 






Tioga, 


P. Taylor, 


M 


tloion, 
Vertal, 


C. G. Smm, 


1 

G 


W. Windham, 


lobLeacb, 


1 



BI^CS JOTES ASBOeiATIoa. 



Maitinsbiugh R. B. A«hlej, 



A. Little, 



Orleans, 
Perch Kiver, i 

Turin &'W.„ 

Turin, 
Theresa, 

Watertown, |C. GUik, 
Wibia, 
W. Uyden. 

"Total, 



CHBHAJIOO MmOtJIATKN, 



'"T^,>-'^^'^-\\ "!h'-. 



W.Kingstey.Sl 1 

J. Lawton, 

iLofce Colbf. I st 9 



AHOOUTIOITAE VTAKsnCS. 



CoTentry, 
Central Green 
2. Guilford, 

MiciionoD^, 
Notwicli TiU, 



DWLitchQeld I 
S. Stilea, 
M. Holroyd, 

J. Randall, 
J. S. Swan, 
R. PrtTUin, 
A. Lamb, 

Brich7 A. ftrker, 

^Jl-'^D. Cutler. 

SChutdwa. t 



49 1. Smilhiield, - 
59 3. SmithSeld, C 

36 Smyrna, C 

SS South N«w t, B. dum- sc 
38 Beclin. " " 

SherbUTDB, 

1. Triangle, 

i. TriflDglo, 
n Oxford » 
18 GrMne, 



CBATAJTQim AWOGUnOTT. 



MBrrillB, 
3. Hanorer, 



CuidU, 
1. Hanover, 
Btuti, 



Cly»er, 
CanaJaway, 
WMtfiaU, 
Aahnlle, 
FoTtland, 
CaMBdagB, 
N. HanaoDj, 
Gerry 3 



B.N. Leach, 
J. Handy, 
tra Conein, 
D. Woodbury, 
A_ S. Joaos, 
P. Crom, 
8. Powere, 
0, Witbeiell, 
r. Wilflon, 



T. Bi;nnet, 
J.C. Sloddird 
A. Franli, 
£. R. SwatD, 



D, J. GiaTBB, 

C. Lahat, 
W. Wiiuor, 

D. Walden, 
W. Berth, 

IJ'Scofield. 

35Hiiu*tenk 



Dunkirk, 
Silver Creeh, 
North East &. 

Ripley, 
I. Stockton, 
Pine Groye, 

Etlington, 

a. lUpIey, 

PerryBburgh, 

ViUenora, 

LeOD, 

Napoli, 

Chany Creek, 

Lollcevillc, 

Warren, 

French Creek, 

Sherman, 

Harbor Creek, 



L. Ratkhtn, 
S. Glaaier, 
S, Sanin, 



S. Clivard, 

lonPeaiK ^ 



CoitlandriUe, 

Dryden, |M. M.EtwU, 
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tjoiaxfg 
GrDtOD, 



UeGnwrille, 



A^CiIdwell, 


15 


m\ 


J. C. Holbert, 


39 


m 


B. Andiewi, 


50 


148 


T. H. Green, 




96 


A. F. L^u, 




G. W. Dye, 


a 


lis 


B.C»pron. 




'^! 



Virgil VUlaga, 
2. Solon, 
Lnnaing- St 



A. B. Johm, 
£. Cbrim, 
T, PBrinton, 
WFPumnMn 
5. CnuxiaU, 

A-Dn^er, 



Anbum, 
AmeLua 

ConqnBBt, 
CUo, 
FlamiDg, 
1. Menu, 
3.Henti, 
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S. S. farr, 

John Je {Tries, 
T, W. Colbj, 
S. Enapp, 
J. C. Holt, 
S. M. Plumb, 
H. B. Fuller, 
U.KejnoldB 
C.P.Wyckoff, 



16 


543 


GS 


38 
198 


1 


no 


1 


67 
9B 
42 



Victory, 

In. 

Jordan, 



B-Ame. 


3 


J. H. Dudley, 
S.Wood, 
A. Wikley, 


3 


E. MeihiT, 


1 
14 
5 
3 


J. Dudley, 
E.D.Hubbell, 



15 
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DUTCBEHa ASaOCIATION. 



Winter, 
L.W.Webrter 
P. Roberta, 
Isaac Bevui, 



139||S. FiihkiU, I 

88 Stanford, L. Burch, 
84 Pk»'nt VaUey 

5 Miniaters, 



ChMij, 

.Netwieb, 
Wetlport, 
."J«T. 



£B8&X k CHAMPLAIK ABBOCIATION. 

Keeeville, 

Beekmant'w. 
Plattsburgh, 
MoDers, 
Saranac, 



FSA^IXUR AMOCUlTIOS, 



Fnnklin, 





5 


IK 


Harpersfield 


CBriMbrioJ 


NawIiibOD, 


Stth Gregory 


ao 




Hai^en. 


S. Smith. 


W. Maraditli. 


8JP.Gri™old 




S6 


Oneonta, 


f. SQUth, 


1. Bottoniut. 




3 


50 


OtBego, 






WTBoynton 


2 


136 


2. Franklin, 




UuoDTiUe, 


BL Robertson 




143 


E. Meredith. 


S.JODM, 


fiidner. 


D. B-Craoe, 




53 


Windaor & 




Butwick, 


y. Bondy, 


9 


136 


ColesriEe, 




HDfoiT], 


G. FurgUEOD, 


5 


152 


Tompkins. 




1. Guilford, 


E. B. Spuka, 




64 


Buckingham, 




Lmreiu, 






68 




Caleb Boab, 


Siianj &■ 
UD«dil]a, 


D. B. Crane, 


1 


68 






Dopout, 


S. Stiles, 


176 
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AldBD, 


J. Parker, 




60 


U Gringo, 


Jesse BUot, 








61 




\J. D. FUrct, 


Attica Village 


J. W. Ney, 




fil 


LeRoy, 





S.Attiaa. 






29 


l.Middlebury, 


J. Elliot, 


Batarii Vill., 


I. Clarli, 




43 




A. Baker, 




E.HalI, 








A. Crocier, 




Jf. Colby. 
W.W.Smith, 




86 


9.Mtddlebui7, 


M. BaiUf, 


Bdttumj, 


3 


133 


Oatfield, 




BU.TU dt £. 
CtatKoke, 


David Barrel, 


a 


45 


Orarge^-iUe, 
Perry, 


W. Arlhor, 








80 


Stnfibrd. 


E. Curtus, 


S.D.^ 


I. J. Brown, 


a 


162 


York. 


J. BonoBtt, 




a 


57 


WUBIW, 


A. Ennia, 


Elb^ 


J. Southwonb 




60 







Weat Almond 
Caatile, 

BeiniBt, ' 
Cabs, 

OainiTiUe, 



GEKXSEE RIVEK ASS0CIATI01T. 



Strike rsrillc, 
Weutbors&cld 
OakHUl, 



lamosSalmoD 






J. P. Evans, 








12 


102 


Jame. Reed, 






E. Kendell, 


51 


185 


A. Briggi, 


4 




H. E. Prasser 








3 




W. Sawyer, 




w\ 







Pike, 



Silua Morse. 


4 


W.Lake, 




E. W. Clark, 


3 


a.W. Warren, 


2 


E.Oocel, 


19 


J. Palmer, 


I 


J. Wadar, 


1 


A.C,8ang8ter, 




F. Sat, 


30 


B.Babii, 


1 
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1^10. HOLLAND PURCHASE AMOCUSIOH. 





D. SeiLrl, 




CollinB, 


A.Wdh, 




W.r.Cfime. 


1S4 




- Horton. 7 


EdsD, 


H. Fuller, 




Java, 


W. Fittinn, 3 




A. SlBM, 


i'S 


WatBrville, 


S.Or^^li, 


BhcUon, 


E. Cettll, 


1. Evane, 


P.Freemwi, 18 






1 79 


3. Evane, 


S. Hatch, 


1. BoatoD, 


H. SrnLlli, 


136 


Holland, 




3. Borton, 


A.Slo>}i, 


39 


Evans & 


3 


Aororft, 


E. Blttkosly, 


8 137 


Hamburgh, 


Sudini*. 


A. Tuck^. 


6 189 


Wales, 


B. Sawin, 


BIIffilI(^ 


E, Tucker, 




Am heist. 






A. Chapin, 




Aicado, 


3 




W. Verrinder, 




Florence &. 
CoWcn, 


E.HammODd, 




S. Tucker. 




SliikaravillB, 


E. CneU, 19 




S. WebiUT, 










W.Rtmingian 


3 333 






31 Cbuichw. 


13 MiniBlere. 


3 LiMDtiatea. 


1815 


HlTDflOK RIVER ASSOCIATION. 1836. 


Prfkeeprie, 




107 


Stanton stNY 


Geo. BenadiclfiS 


Ofi?errt.N.Y 


8. H. Cone, 










F. Wajland, 




North ch.NY 


J. H. Bronner 




Daniel Hsll, 






D.S«n[»on. 




L. Divui, Ben. 






S. Bamarrf, 




Bbsn. Loomis, 






Juhn Hatt, 11 




I. C. Marphy, 




West Trov, 


F. 8. Puka, 5 




E. Matthews, 




Zii»i, Viiaee 






H. Matthems, 




Co. 






l.H.RayniBnd 


3 780 


Eaat eh. N.Y 


I. Middleton, 19 


MolberiT St. 


A. Maclaj. 




Cairo, 


Thos. atok™, 


P.V,inByck, 


6 237 


Latingtown, 


8. Barrett. 13 


giir- 


CCWmjanii., 


69 


WeetUillsdate 


W.Wkltakn-, 


Wm. Sturges, 






M.B.Tr,n«^in 1 




K. C. flroion. 




a. ch. Brook. 


0. Window, 




CWWalrou* 


190 


iEiT'- 


J. Baetham. 3 


Irt Troy, 


B. M. Hill, 
IiiBM.HBBwell 


™ 459 


W. M'Carthy, 3 
Scth Paddock, 2 


in Albuir. 


A. L. Covell, 


4 36! 


a.ch Broome at 


Crt-kiU, 


&am'l Wilson, 




WeatkQl & 




H*)nilton itr. 




9 139 






AtUmy, 
South cb-NY. 




a. ch Newark, 


J. H. Rickott, 41 


CG.Sommott 3 


5 340 


Athena, 


S. B. Willie 3 


Inch. Brook. 


L. Howiird, 




BroDoiB BtNY 




IjD, 


Jonii. Going, 
L.Cnwfard, 3 


1 w 
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Fanrl et Albc. 
West ch N.Y. 
IlBmburgli,G< 
JamaicB, L. I. 
□wnEch 




JirFKHBDH AISOOIATIOn'. 



Adimi, J. Freenuin, 






Mannayillo, 


J. N. Webb, 


E. Morgan. 


1 


320 


Rodman, 




BellcTiUe. M. E. Cook, 






SmLthvillc, 


J. N. Webb, 


D. D. Rc»d, 




144 


SRutland, 


S. Ibltbj, 


Hendemn, Albert Wedjrc 


a 


119 


Woodvilie. 


A. Boekley, 


Lan«iQ«i A. S. Oilletl, 




163 




D. H. DflUi,S 


9 Churche.. 9 


ti 


i^J 




lioelitiKle. 



1B3I. LiviiTenoH asbooiatioh. IS36. 
EutAvon. 
filehnioiid, 
Spring Water, - 



T. G. Steuni, 
B. Stone, 



IjLaketille, 
79 Groreluid, 

SOlNiplei, 
8d CofOioctoii, 
60||3. Brute], 



9 ChorcliM. 



5 MinigtCTB. 



1 LiooDtuite. 9 488 



1. Boibutj, IDarid Mead, 

S. Boxbuiy, 

Lsxingtoo, |Hei. Fettit, 



UxmeroM AaaociATiOK. 1835. 

lletownitl, « .J 



Olive, |Wni. Warren, 

9 Churcbei. 



BUXUT maUOHJAY COKVKKTIOK. 



L&KB «10S0B AHOGIATIOH. 




. Schroon, 

2. Schioon, 
Tioonderoga, 



XADISOK ABBOCUTIOM. 



S. BrookGId, 




19 


175 




D. Q. Corey, 


S7 


lOB 


""""■ 


John Peck, 
loB.Coley, 
JdhaF-BJEihop 
P. ff. P«t, 






1. Hamilton, 


Aaron Perkiju 
Dao'l HasctUI 
J. 8. Bacon, 
G.W. Eaton, 








W™. Coriin, 


2 


331 




A. Kingriey, 


73 


334 


OwsDorUVit. 


LawiaLeonaid 






9. Hamilton, 




11 


53 


Ugo. 


Wn.. Clark, 
JaB,Nicke™™ 






Lebanon, 


Tho«. Jerri], 




15S 




Thos.Houslon 




951 


Lenoi, 


J .N.T.Tucker 




155 


Detplii. 
De RuTler, 


Wm. Storra, 


2 


1G9 


Madison, 


Richard Clark 


19 


100 






100 


1. Nclaon, 


R. Haddock, 


3 


7S 


1. Eaton, 




a 


90 


3. Nelson, 


OrinBeekwith 


13 


144 


2. EatOD, 


N. Kendrick, 






Petctboro- 


BeBj. Fuller, 








Jobn SmiUer, 


ao 


190 






lei 


Fanner. 


H.C. Skinner 
















Wni.M.Pratt, 


96 


113 




173754 


17 Chu 


rches. 93 Minist 


>!B. 4 L 


oenttatea. 


1 
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1836. 


Brockport, 


B. Putaam, | 




Mendon, 


a. H. Ricket. 




173 




Henry Dayis, 






N. MuiTay, 


Daniel Dye, 




77 




WM.EverU. 






Ogden, 


2«.a.Cwe. 




134 




A. P. Jtfown, 


a 


168 








100 


ChUi, 




1 


4a 


a. Parma! 


Wm-BaiTOtt, 




109 


CUrkiim, 


I.Woodward, 


33 


62 


Penficld, 


S. G. Miner, 






GtMce, 


P. Keley, 


8 


124 




f.fWfcr, 


96 


905 


-Henrietta. 


D. Brown, 


I 


eo 


N. Fenfield, 


B.D. Kenyon, 
ICharlea Howe 






*fIolUy. 


A. Handy, 




169 




11 


157 
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R. Penny. 


9 


SOjISweden, 


O. D. Tajlor, 


1 


P. Churih, 
/. W. Spom, 


19 


313 Beigea, 


H.Colemui, 


' 


E. Gdusha, 




I. Wnlnorth, 


I.Ooiild, 


18 


E. Savage, 


38 




D.Badndge, 


t 


N. Benlley, 




^11 . 




- 



saw YOSK A8B0CU.TI0IC. 



LKtwYotk. 


W. Parkinson, 




Coram, 






Abr. TKUaian, 


5 384 


Newtown, 




Bethel, N.Y. 


W. G. Miller, 1 




Ebeneier, 
Zion Church, 


L.6.Mu>h, 


HiddletowD, 


J.W.Gtiffilha, 


3 90 


JJ.E«mond, 
Wm-Birni, 


Newfertdle 




1 378 


Welch, 




aa 


HuGlington, 


D^FUndrow 


North BerUb, 


D. Dunbar, 




SiilBonth oh. 


D.Banwrd, 




W. Biddle, 




Newbnrgh, 


David Juea, 




/. WelUlagar, 










T. DavU, 3 


7 394 







We have only taken the chuichei of the New Toik Aosonatioii, which 

lia in this State. The whole namber of ohurchea in""'" ' '■' — — 

95 ; S4T were baptited ; total number 3931. 



Hue ABA ABBOCIATIOIT. 



Albion, 


W. Metcalf. 




GaioEa&Mat- 




H. Ball. 


171 


ray. 


AUbuna, 


A. Warner, 


6 104 


Medina, 


Bam, 


J. P<™>OB. 


31 


New Fane. 


Caileton, 


B. Blood, 


40 


Porter, 


GaioM, 




55 


Rayall/U, 


Hardand, 


D»vid Hondee 


170 


Pendleton, 


KnowUville, 


R. Harvey, 


56 


Shelby, 




T. F. Coidicot 




Niagara. 




W. E. Wator. 








bury. a 


a 190 


WilBOn. ' 




r.B.Alliflon, ! 


8 37 




Ytim. 


A. Irons, 


5ll63| 


aOChurd 


lei. ISHin 


uten. 





183& 

"pW.M'Dandd 
J. Cfauiwick, 
8. J. Ohi^, 
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leaO. OHEIDA ABSOCIATIOK. 1B36. 



Anuvilb, 
AnffoiU, 
Brionirater, 

CUnton, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL' SKETCHES. 



Having completed our account of the early history and progress of 
the Baptist denomination in western New York, we now propose to 
give separate and connected accounts of the lives of some of the lead- 
ing ministers in this field of labor. Otbers, also, would have been given, 
had the materials been within our reach ; but the want of these has 
caused the omission of some excellent men. We have the authority of 
the Holy Spirit for recording the labors and services of men of distin. 
giiished piety and usefulness. The lives of the saints are a comment 
on the covenant fidth^ilness of Grod, and will be regarded, in ages to 
come, as illustrating the exceeding riches of his grace. A faithful re. 
cord of their lives continues to the world the light of their examples ; 
enables them, while dead, yet to speak ; and gives them, even when 
moldering in their graves, an influence which may quicken the zeal and 
purity of the church, and promote the progress of the gospel. Thus 
the experience, the examples, and the wisdoms of those who have gone 
Itofore, are made to shine upon the path of those who succeed them, 
and thus shed around them the accumulated light of many generations. 

Yet in the performance of no duty are men more liable to err than 
in giving the character of departed saints. While endeavoring to illus. 
trate their virtues, they too fiequently cast a veil over their defects, and 
give but a partial view of their characters. In proportion as defects 
and depra^y are concealed, the power of grace is less conspicuous in 
the formation of their characters, and in the production of those virtues 
which stamp them with the likeness of their Divine Master. After 
making ample allowance for the influence of education, and the general 
influence of the gospel, in elevating the standard of public morals, 
there is yet much left to be effected by the Spirit of grace in forming 
the hearts of men to the love and practice of virtue. And there is un- 
doubtedly no higher display of creative power and glory, than that which 
IS manifested in forming and developing the Christian character. In 
the following biographical notices we shall aim at strict impartiality ; 
and we trust that the church may be benefited and God glorified by a 
plain and faithful delineation of the labors and characters of his ser* 
vants. 
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ASHBEL HOBMER. 

Eld. AsHBEL HosMER was born at West Hartford, Conn., 
April 30, 1758. He was the son of Thomas Hosmer, Esq. 
At the age of sixteen years he entered the service of his 
country, in which he received a severe wound. At about 
thirty years of age he experienced a chainge of heart, and 
united with the Baptist church in Canaan, Conn., where he 
began to improve in public meetings. Thence he removed 
to Wallingsford, and on the dd of October, 1792, was set 
apart to the work of the ministry by solemn ordination. In 
1795 he removed to Burlington, N. Y., where he resided 
several years. During his stay in this place he met with 
many trials : the people contributed but little to his support ; 
his family was large and expensive ; his calls abroad were 
numerous ; he was often reduced to great necessities, which 
he bore with great fortitude. He afterward removed to Ham- 
ilton, from which time his circumstances were greatly im* 
proved, and he was in a measure freed from those embarrass* 
ments he had long labored under. 

He departed t£is life April 2, 1812, in the 54th year of 
his age, to the great grief of his family and numerous ac- 
quaintance. His death was severely felt by the churches and 
ministers which had been so often favored with his instruc* 
tions and advice. 

Great and unwearied have been his labors for the promo- 
tion of the cause of truth ; traveling night and day, m heat 
and cold, snow and rain, through dismal wilds and unbeaten 
roads, oftentimes hungry, wet, and cold, without any prospect 
of pecuniary reward. He came very early into this then 
infant country, and labored much, with the two or three min- 
isters who came just before him, to propagate the gospel 
among the new settlers. He was of soupd judgment, deep 
penetration, quick discernment, persevering in his designs, 
and indefatigable in his pursuits. He attended almost all the 
associations and councils in this part of the country. He 
manifested great zeal for the maintenance of real fellowship 
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among the churches — ^was exceedingly active in detecting 
impostors, and in arresting every measure which had a ten* 
dency to interrupt the peace and tranquillity of Zion. He 
died with unshaken confidence in that Redeemer whose cause 
he so zealously espoused, and whose gospel he preached with 
fervency. ^ Blessed are the dead who die m the Lord, from 
henceforth ; Yea, with the Spirit, that they Inay rest from 
their labors ; and their works do follow them." 



" JOEL BUTLER. 

Died) at Geneva, Jennings Co., Ind., on the 13th of Sep. 
tember, 1822, Eld. Joel Butleb, in the 71st year of his 
age. When the curtain falls at the close of an interesting 
drama, we sometimes endeavor to recall some of the pleasant 
sensations which it inspired, by retracing some of its most 
important scenes. In like manner we derive a kind of 
pleasure from recounting some of the prominent events in 
the life of a deceased friend. A short memoir of Eld. Butler 
may not be uninteresting to his numerous acquaintances and 
friends. 

He was bom in Shrewsbury, Mass., on the 31st day of 
March, 1752. Little is known of him till about the 20th 
year of his age, when he moved with his parents from Maa. 
aachusetts to Windsor, Yt., at which place he was married to 
Mabel Thomson, on the 24th of September, 1772. In April, 
1777, he was brought to the '< knowledge of the truth as it is 
in Jesus," and joined the Presbyterian church 'in that place. 
He soon began to have doubts of the propriety of infant bap. 
tism, and some other doctrines and practices to which the 
Presbyterians adhered ; and after continuing with them three 
years, was baptized, and became a member of the Baptist 
church. He immediately began to improve, by exhortation, 
&c., and in 1783 he removed to Woodstock, Vt., where the 
church called him to ordination. He was ordained at Wood, 
stock, June 5, 1785. He continued his ministerial labors in 
that place and its vicinity for three years, where, it is believed, 
his ministry was blessed to the salvation of many souls. He 
then removed to Templeton, Mass., and two years afterwards 
to New Salem, and thence to Napleton, oi| the east line of 
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New York ; in all of which places, and many more to which 
his labors extended, God gave him some souls as seals of his 
ministry. In 1793 he removed to Fairfield, N. Y., about 
sixty ^ix miles west of Albany. At this time there were but 
two ministers of the Baptist denomination, besides himself, 
west of Albany. He had ipuch reason to exclaim, <'0 Lord, 
the harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few !" E|[e 
and his two colleagues in the ministry formed the first con- 
ference and association west of Albany. He now felt 
<< married to Zion," and rode from place to place, through 
every inclemency of weather, privation, and suffering, to 
spread the knowledge of the gospel among the scattered 
inhabitants of this then wilderness. Many, it is believed, 
were brought to the knowledge of the truth, through the 
instrumentality of his labors, in the counties of Herkimer^ 
Montgomery, Oneida, and Otsego. In March, 1799, he 
moved to Sangerfield, where his labors were wonderfully 
blessed, as well as in some of the neighboring towns, as 
Manlius, Pompey, Homer, Scipio, Ovid, Palmyra, dec. 

About this time he made a visit to his parents, in Vermont, 
and baptized his father, who had been for many years a mem* 
her of the Presbyterian church. In 1805 he broke up house* 
keeping, and rode from place to place, with his consort, 
preaching the gospel, having no fixed place of residence. 
He was everywhere greeted as a father and a friend, and his 
council sought in all matters of difficulty in relation to church 
government. 

In the autumn of 1817 he descended the Ohio as far as 
Cincinnati, where he continued and preached until the March 
following, when he came to Madison, Ind., and preached 
during the spring and summer. In September henremoved 
to Vernon, and thence to Geneva, where he lived rather ob- 
scurely tiU the time of his death, though he occasionally 
preached to the comfort and edification of saints and tke 
awakening of sinners. He was attacked with the sickness 
which terminated his life while on a preaching tour in the 
New Purchase. He, however, was able to return to the 
house of his son, where he died. 

Eld. Butler's sermons were generally systematic, well 
connected, and his quotations from scripture appropriate. 
His language was plain and perspicuous, and sometimes 
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eloquently metaphorical. His manner of delivery was solemn 
and impressive. About the year 1810 he was attacked 
with an apoplectic fit, and fell into the fire, by which the 
globe of his left eye was entirely destroyed, and his face 
otherwise much disfigured. Previous to that event his person 
was comely. During the last years of his life he had several 
attacks of sickness, which seemed to threaten his life ; 'and 
he often spoke of death as near at hand. 

** He smfled unruffled o'er the approaching scene." 

During his last sickness he spoke, of the goodness of God 
to him, and appeared willing " to depart hence, that he might 
be with Christ." A sermon was preached at his burial by 
Eld. Thomas Hill, fi:om Rev. xiv. 13 : "Write, Blessed are 
the dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth ; yea,saith 
the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors ; and their 
works do follow them." 



EMORY OSGOOD. 

Emory Osgood was born in the town of Newfane, county 
of Windham, Vermont, July 24, 1777. Left an orphan in 
the second year of his age, he was subjected to many priva. 
tions and hardships, and had but little opportunity for an 
education. In the year 1799 he married Miss Cynthia 
Stockwell ; and from the time of their first acquaintance he 
resolved to become more steady and industrious. In 1800 
his mind was arreisted ; at once his sins seemed to be set in 
order before him, and he was brought to the painful conclu- 
sion that he had sinned away the day of grace. He contin* 
ued much in this situation for days. His distracted mind 
now retraced the events of a wicked life, which only increased 
the gloomy horror — he often retired in secret to pray. Mrs. 
Osgood, who had for a long time been in a similar state of 
mind, begged the privilege, on the next occasion, of retiring 
with him. Accordingly, the next evening they retired into 
the field, and there, upon their knees, besought the Lord to 
have mercy upon them. God was pleased, in rich mercy, to 
grant deliverance to his soul. The next evening, by the 

16 
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had to encounter many deadly enemies ; but the Lord has 
delivered me out of their hands* I have delivered two hun- 
dred and twelve public discourses, twenty of them funeral ; 
attended sixty-eight conference and prayer-meetings, and 
nineteen church-meetings ; have baptized sixteen, and mar- 
ried twelve couple. Many times I have rejoiced, and at 
other times mourned. I can make mercy and judgment my 
song. The Lord keep me this year, and enable me to dis- 
charge with fidetity my ministerial duties." 

"Jan. 1, 1820. I have lived to see another new-year, and 
in looking back I find much cause of mourning and much of 
rejoicing. Of mourning on account of my unlikeness to the 
Master I profess to serve ; a want of faithfulness, of patience, 
and resignation, to God. Of rejoicing, on account of the 
faithfulness of God in supporting me under the most severe 
trials I ever experienced, and in not suffering my enemies to 
triumph over me ; permitting me to discover their plots and 
intrigues against me. O how they have sought for my soul ! 
How glad they would have been to have destroyed the church 
and me ; and i£ God had not been our helper, they would 
have triumphed. O may I be deUvered from wicked and 
ungodly men, which are thy sword. I think God has made 
me instrumental of saving this part of the church. To him 
be all the glory. I can now say with Jacob, in calling to 
mind my first settlement in this town, ' With this staff I 
passed over this Jordan, and now I have become two band^.' 
I have delivered two hundred and twenty-three public dis- 
courses, attended sixty-eight conference, chuffeh, and prayer, 
meetings, and ten public meetings abroad, such as councils, 
missionary meetings, &c.^ 

"Jan. 1, 1828. Another of my years has fled, and I am 

rrmitted, unprofitable as I am, to see another new-year's day^ 
have very much cause of thankfulness for special mercies 
experienced the year past. My health has been good, and 
that of my family. Death has made no breach upon us. 
We have enjoyed peace and plenty, and have been blessed 
with many spiritual enjoyments. I have seen much of the 
salvation of God in the regeneration of sinners. I have 
enjoyed much comfort in ministerial association. I feel 
united with all my brethren in the ministry. I have as much 
visible evidence of usefulness in the Zion of God as in any 
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cimstituted with eighteen members, of which he and his wife 
were two, and where he continued a successful pastor until 
regularly dismissed in 1823, to go to Oneida Castleton. 

In 1807 he was ordained to the work of the ministry ; and 
for the ten ensuing years never failed to preach on Lord's 
day but two or thi^ times ; and during that term never dis- 
appointed an assembly, although he hsS to labor in the field 
daily to support his family, and was frequently called on to 
attend funerals, ten, fifteen, twenty, and in one instance forty, 
miles from home. In 1813 he preached twenty-seven funeral 
sermons in the short term of thirty days. In the fall of 
1807 he beheld the rise of the ^ Black River Baptist Asso* 
ciation, of which he was the clerk for a number of years. 

Eld. Osgood appears to have commenced his missionary 
labors in 1811. From that date to his last illness a great 
proportion of liis labors were spent on the missionary field. 
He acted at difiereiit times under the patronage of the Mass. 
B. M. Society, the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions for 
the U. S.,and the Board of the Hamilton B. M. Society, N. 
Y. He devoted much time under the former Society, and 
the instruction of the soldiers at Sackett's Harbor. When 
about to close his labors among them, he received a letter 
from the officers of that post, expressive of their regard for 
him, both as a man and a minister of the gospel. 

In Jan., 1812, he commenced a daily journal, which he 
continued imtil May 31, 1824, which contains many inter- 
esting particulars, and shows his life to have been one of 
almost unexampled activity in ministerial labors. The f<^ 
lowing extracts from his recapitulations, on entering a new 
year, will be sufficient to illustrate this statement : 

<<^an. 1, 1618. On a review of the past year, I have 
much cause to mourn, and great reason to rejoice. I can 
say. Hitherto the Lord hath helped me. I have had many 
bleised meetings, and some as peculiar trials as ever I expe- 
rienced. I have tried to preach one hundred and thirty-nine 
times, attended sixty-four conference and prayer-meetings, 
and twelve church-meetings. I have baptized fifty, and mar- 
ried ten couple." 

^ Jan. 1, 1819. On reviewing the scenes of the past year, 
I find, as usual, much want of affection to God. The scenes 
through which I have passed have been complicated. I have 
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Indians, and spend our days in trying to do them good ; but 
had no expectation that such a door would ever open. I 
never even thought of seeking such a thing. I trust I never 
shall forget the interest I feu when they commenced their 
operations at Oneida; and I can truly say, that I have never 
felt any want of interest ; but when your prospects bright- 
ened, I rejoiced ; when they appeared gloomy, I mourned. 
But all my feelings about forsaking all to settle among In. 
dians, I found, on the receipt of your letter, to be merely 
ideal. Ah ! my brother, think what were my feelings when 
I thought of the dear church with whom I have been happily 
connected almost seventeen years, and my labors blessed 
among them — ^to tear myself from them, and bid them adieu, 
probably no more to be their pastor ! To think of the Mis- 
flionary Society, and the association— of separating my fam- 
ily, that lie so near my heart — ^the sacrifice of domestic 
comforts, and the sacrifice of property. But all this is merely 
nothing, compared with the weighty consideration that re- 
mains to be mentioned. Indeed, I found, as stated above, 
that my ideas of a missdonary station were ideal. I found 
myself disqualified in everything but a disposition to do the 
Indians good. The vast responsibility attached to the sta- 
tion — ^the eyes of all our brethren and of our enemies fixed 
on it — the awful consequences of being the means of the 
failure of the glorious enterprise ! I feel that I had rather 
die than that the mission should fail on my account." 

On the 12th of October he preached his farewell discourse 
to the dear people of his charge, and on the 13th lefl Hen- 
derson. He arrived at Oneida with his family on the 15th, 
and engaged in the duties of a missionary to the Oneida 
Indians. But the Lord in wisdom had designed to disappoint 
the rising hopes and expectations of his patrons, by speedily 
terminating his career. His health was evidently impaired 
on his first arrival; yet he engased with much zeal in 
arranging affairs, collecting provision from abroad, and in 
preaching the gospel, until ApriL He appeared much ani- 
mated in his employment, and thought, assuredly, that he 
should live to see converts among the natives to the Christ- 
ian faith. 

On the opening of the spring he became more enfeebled, 
and from that time was able to pieach only occasionally. 
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lie preached his last discourse, and broke bread to the church 
at Oneida, on the last Lord's day in May. His text is found 
in Job xxi. 21 : <' Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at 
peace ; thereby good shall come unto thee." He was then 
very weak, but has word seemed to be with power. It was 
thought by some, at the time, it would be his last sermon* 
On tibe thurd day of June he started on a journey with his- 
wife, to the Black River, to attend the Association and Mis- 
sionary Society. He was not able to sit up but a small part 
of the time when he left home ; but the solicitations of his 
friends to relinquish his object availed nothing. He said it 
was important that he should go* It was with much diffi. 
culty that he performed his journey, finished his busineas, 
and arrived at his son's in Henderson : where his disease (a 
catarrh in the head, and an affection of the lungs) arrested 
him, and he could proceed no farther. Here he was brought 
very low ; but such was his zeal and resolution to promote 
his favorite object, that he persuaded his companion to leave 
him under these precarious circumstances, and return to 
Oneida, to manage the concerns of that station, until he 
should be able to return. 

In his first letter to h^, dated June 18, (after giving some 
account of his iUness,) he writes, 

^Oh, pray, that, if 1 am restored, it may be in mercy, and 
not in judgment. I have had such desires to live for the 
sake of those Indians, that I have thought of late that I did 
not know, but the Lord would restore in judgment, and- 
leave me to dishonor his name, and be a damage to the mis- 
sion. Oh, pray that I might rather now die, than tluit this 
should be the case. My affectionate love to all that apper- 
tain to the mission ; to all the brethren and sisters, and to 
the Indian children. Tell them I guess, in about three or 
four weeks, the Great Spirit make me well, and then I come 
to take care of them, and do them good. I trust the Lord 
will strengthen -you to discharge your arduous duties. You 
never appeared to me so noble, and deserving of a much bet. 
ter companion, as when you started for Oneida and left me 
sick behind. The Lord be praised that he has given you a 
spirit of missions." 

The following interesting extract of a letter, dated Hender- 
son, July 8, wiU give a view of the state of his mind : 
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^ Ever Deab Comfanion-^I have hitherto only written 
concerning my health. I thought, this aflernoon, I would 
give you some account of my mind, which I presume you 
have felt anxious to know. But I can only give you some 
outlines of it, and trust the Lord will soon give me an oppor- 
tunity of telling you more fully. It was a sacrifice to part 
with you. I had nothing to do but to contemplate eternal 
things, which, according to many appearances, I should soon 
have to realize. My mind was composed ; I felt that I could 
throw myself on God, and repose my whole confidence in 
him. My mind was possessed of the richest consolation that 
I think I ever enjoyed. My passions have not been excited, 
but I have felt a firm confidence in God. The most my pas- 
sions have been excited was from this circumstance : I sat 
looking on my hands, seeing how emaciated they were ; I 
said to Clarrissa, What a glorious thought that these poor 
emaciated bodies will one day put on immortal youth ! This 
verse from Dr. Watts occurred to my mind : 

' These lively hopes we owe 
To Jesus' dying love, 
Who paid for us his life below, 
And prays for us above.* 

" O how sweet ! It seemed that I was permitted to stand, as 
it were, between two worlds, where, in the light of eternity, 
I could view things in their proper character ! I was led to 
reflect as it respected myself. I considered that I had made 
considerable appearance in the world as a ihinister. But, lih ! 
when I viewed things as they were, I could find nothing upon 
which I had not left the marks of moral pollution ; and if it 
was necessary that I should have the smcdlest duty, and only 
one, that was pure, to carry me to heaven, I found I was gone. 
But, oh ! how precious were the blood and righteousness of 
Christ ! I found that there, and there only, was my hope. I 
never had the scriptures with the precious promises so delight 
me. I have had as many as ten almost sleepless nights ; and 
while I have been coughing very hard, I have thought of the 
declaration ^ All things work together for good,' &c. and have 
said to myself. Ah ! well, I may as well cough as anything 
else. While contemplating the scriptures I have been led to 
say, 
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* Precious Bible ! what a treasure 
Does the word of (vod afibrd ! 
A HI want for health or pleasure, 
Food or medicine, shield or sword. 
Let the world account me poor ; 
Having this, I need no more.* 

"Emory Osgood." 

His disorder abating a little, he was removed, with some 
difficulty, to Oneida, on the 25th of August, after an absence 
of twelve weeks. He was very weak, and i^uch emaciated ; 
but said he felt better, and some encouragement was taken, 
for a few days, that he would recover. But soon his disorder 
heg&n again to rage, and hope waxed feeble. He stiU main- 
tained a strong persuasion that he should recover, and preach 
the gospel to the poor, for which he had an ardent desire. He 
observed that he thought the Lord had not done with him yet. 
He still possessed great calmness of mind, and appeared al- 
most lost to worldly things. He frequently said to those who 
visited him, "Whether I five or die, I shall have it to carry to 
eternity, that this sickness has been the richest season of con- 
solation that I have ever enjoyed!" Something being said 
to him about perfection, "Oh," replied he, "no person that 
has seen and felt what 1 have, coidd talk about perfection : 
grace ! grace ! must be his theme." 

> On the 6th of September he was carried, at his own re- 
quest, to Utica, with a view to employ the best medical skill. 
He arrived at Eld. Willey's on the 8th, attended by his com- 
panion, where every attention which his case required was 
paid to him. But the time of his departure was at hand, and 
all human skill was exerted in vain.. He continued to fail 
until Lord's day, Sept. 12 ; and it was not until The afternoon 
of this day, when he was actually dying, that he became fully 
convinced that his work on earth was done. His wife said 
to him, "My dear, I fear you are soon going to leave me." 
He answered, smiling, " Well, I am going to a better country." 

About 3 o'clock, P. M ., on Lord's day. Eld. Willey, on his 
return from meeting, said to. him, " Br. Osgood, you feel as 
though you had a good hope in Christ ?" " That point," 
said he, " was settled years ago." " How do you now feel 
in your mind ?" He answered, " Good, good, good !" 

His wife said, " Are you willing to die ?" He audibly an- 
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swered, " I am willing, I am ready," and in a few moments 
expired ; which was about 9 o'clock, P. M. X)f Lord's day, 
Sept. 12, 1824, aged 47 years; leaving an afflicted widow 
and nine children to mourn their .loss. 

It is worthy of remark^ concerning this good man, and 
should serve as a stimulus to other poor ministers of Christ, 
who labor under similar embarrassments, that we find him 
rising from obscurity, without learning, property, or influence : 
surmounting every obstacle, aftid, under the cultivation of Di- 
vine Grace, beccmiing obviously more useful in the Zion of 
God than most ministers of the present age who are possess* 
ed of vastly superior advantages. He was decidedly Calvin- 
istic in his doctrine, and salvation by grace was his theme. 
He possessed a warm heart, and his mind appeared engrossed 
by his subject. He frequently seemed to have access to the 
sinner's heart, over wlH>se case he often wept. He could 
ease the pained heart, by applying thQ promises of the gos- 
pel ; and the children of God usually retired from the assem- 
bly, both comforted and edified. He possessed a happy talent 
to heal divisions among the people of Grod ; and he might 
justly be called ^ a repairer of breaches." He felt a tender 
solicitude for the welfare of Zion, and extended the hand of 
friendship to all the lovers of truth. He dearly prized the 
society and friendship of his ministering brethren, as the 
< emotions which he manifested while with them fuUy testified. 
The circle of his acquaintance had become extensive, and 
he had many endeared friends. The natural ardor of his 
mind never seemed to abate ; and it may truly be said, he 
did not ^ count his life dear unto himself, that he might fin- 
ish his course with joy." 

In his death his &mily have lost an afiectionate husband 
and a kind father ; the ministers of Christ one of their 
faithful fellow-laborers ; the church of God an interesting 
preacher and bold defender of her faith ; the cause of mis- 
sions one of its most successful patrons ; and sinners one 
that " cared for their souls." 

May the Lord enable us, who are the ministers of Christ, 
to copy the virtues of our departed brother. Like him may 
we live, and like him may we die. 
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STEPHEN PARSONS. 

Eld. Stephen Pabsons was bom Sept. 5, 1748. As to 
his juvenile years we have no infonnation ;* but he united 
with the Congregational church then called Separates, and 
soon commenced preaching the gospel. He was ordained to 
^tfae work of the ministry Jan. 31, 1788, and was called to 
take the pastoral care of a church of that order in the city 
of Middletown, Conn., and labored with them successfidly 
seven years. His mind had been often tried respecting the 
validity of infant baptism, but at this time, he gave the sub- 
ject a thorough investigation, and it resulted in a full co^. 
viction that tiiat sentiment was not warranted by the word 
of God. Accordingly, he was baptized Aug. 1794, by Ekl. 
Peter P. Roots, and united with ^e Baptist church. Soon 
after a number of members of the same church to which he 
had administered followed his example, and wers bi^ptized. 

He continued his ministry in that vicinity, until 1796. In 
February of that year he visited Whitesboro, where previ. 
ously a Congregational church had been formed, and he bap. 
tized five of their members.'|: These, with two others, cove ! 
nanted together to maintain the public worship of (rod. Eld* 
Pdirsons visited them again in June following, and gave them 

* One anecdote we have thoaght of niffieient inkrest to present in the 
following note. YhnBtk Eld. Parsons was about twenUr-three years of age, he 
had agrwd to attend a merrr meeting of theyonth, of which he was a mans- 
nr. As he was returning home one evening previous, he had to eruas • 
bridge on the wayt and a thought came into his mind, that, if his hoiae 
•boiud start wh3e passing over ue bridge, he should die in one month. His 
horse was very steady ; yet he tremblea lor fear the horse might be frighten- 
ed. However, he came to the bridge, and the horse moved gently on, till he 
got almostover, when all at once he became terrified and started. His mind 
was therefore meply impressed that he should die in one momh. He began 
to f«flect on his fhture state, and Ibund himself not prepared to meet his G^ 
His sins were set in order before him, and hell, he thought, must be his pof- 
tioQ. He remained in this state of mind till the last day of the month, vrnen 
he expected to die, and, vnth the rich man, to lift up his eyes in torment. But 
oh ! what a day ! Nothing but blackness and darkness were before him * 
But while he was looking for everlasting[ destruction, the Lord appeared in 
mercy; the shadow of death was turned mto morning, and songs were given 
him in the night. His happy soul tcgoiced in redeeming gnce and iimnite 
love. ** He Sed," indeed, ** unto sin, but was made alive unto God.*' 

t Eld. CM} UfmfjLum was one of the five. 
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fellowship as a church in gospel order. The next Lord's 
day he administered to them tl»3 Lord's supper. This was a 
precious season to their souls. Their number was seven. 
The September following he removed his family into Whites- 
boro, and settled as their pastor. The following year, h<>, 
and the little church, united with the Otsego Association, 
and he joined in labor with the ministers already settled in 
tiiis new country. His healthful influence was felt through- 
out the whole association. 

He continued his ministry with the church in Whitesboro, 
with success, seven years, both in comforting and building 
up the saints in the faith of the gospel, and in the salvation 
of sinners. He labored much in the surrounding country in 
strengthening the feeble churches, and in oth^r places where 
churches were not constituted, till the year 1803. In that 
year he removed to Turin, where he was instrumental in 
raising up a church. He continued his labors in that place 
and the surrounding, country, especially in Denmark. Here 
he finished his labors^ After long and laborious exertions 
for the up-building of the glorious cause of the Redeemer in 
the world, he was summoned to attend his blessed Lord in 
his glorious palace above ; and accordingly took his depart-- 
are Jan. 6, 1820, in the 71st year of his age. 

The circumstances of his death were as follows : he 
preached on Lord's day from 2 Sam. xviii. 34 : ^ How long 
am I to live ?" He returned from meeting to his home in 
Denmark : his daughter proposed to send a boy to put up 
his horse ; but he objected, and went himself. It appears 
that he entered the barn, and having climbed upon the beams, 
fell from thence, and was taken up in such a situation as not 
to be able to give any account of this melancholy event, 
being deprived both of speech and reason. He languished 
until Thursday following, and then entered into his rest. 

JSld. Parsons may be said to have been a most valuable 
and faithful minister of Jesus Christ ; none in the country 
were superior to him. He was naturally retiring, and at 
times appeared gloomy. His countenance was grave, and 
the sound of his voice, though not loud, was solemn, his ar- 
ticulation distinct, and his arguments weighty. He would 
unfold the glories' of the gospd to the astonishment and joy 
of the saints, and sinners would tremble while he reasoned 
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of righteousness, temperance, and a judgment to come. Thus 
fell one of the mighty in Israel ; but it is with pleasure we 
reflect, that, while we mourn here in dust for him, we believe, 
as a gem of the first magnitude, he is increasing the radian^ 
cy of the Redeemer's crown. 



SALMON MORTON. 

He was bom in Athol, Mass., May 11, 1767, and was the 
oldest son of Dea. Abner Morton." At the age of thirteen, he 
was a subject of that deep conviction of sio, and those im* 
pressions of the Divine Spirit, which, in the more mature 
part of his life, he regarded as the commencement of a work 
of grace on his heart. Of this, however, at the time, he had 
not the evidence. When in his twenty-second year, the deep 
depravity of his heart was laid open to his view, beyond what 
he had ever before discovered, and he had an overwhelming 
sense of the vindictive justice of God. On the third day he 
suddenly rose from his bed, and went up stairs. His mother^ 
with much anxiety, followed his steps, unperceived by him, 
until she discovered him on his knees in prayer. She in- 
dulged the hope that his deliverance was near. It was not, 
however, until the next day that he was brought out of dark- 
ness into the light of the^ospel ; at which time he came out 
of his room, and his mother inquired of him how he felt. He 
replied, << I am well both in body and soul. I have been un- 
der a great delusion, viewing it impossible for God to save so 
great a sinner as I am consistently with his justice. But 
now I see the fullness of the atonement of Christ. His blood 
cleanseth from all sin ; that is sufficient for the chief of sin- 
ners." He said much on the greatness of the love of Christy 
and on the manifestation of it to him. On taking up the Bi* 
ble, he opened to the 33d chapter of Ezekiel, where he read, 
<< O son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house 
of Israel ; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my moath, 
and warn them from me.'' The application was such to his 
mind, that it seemed to be a command from God to him to 
preach the gospel. He spent two days in going from house 
to house, warning and exhorting all that he met, and declar- 
ing to them what the Lord had done for hi« souL He had 

17 
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little success, and returned home much disheartened. He said 
he thought he had done wrong. His father asked him if 
what he had said was not true. ^ O yes," he replied, << the 
word of God will stand, but I am not a suitable person to 
proclaim it." He continued thus for several years, until h« 
removed with his parents into Madison, in the State of New 
York. He was in Madison about two years, in much men. 
tal distress, when in 1799 he made a profession of religion. 
He was the first ever baptized in the place, and only about 
two months after the constitution of the church with which 
he united. The church immediately urged lum to commence 
preaching, being satisfied that he was called of God to this 
work. In the -mean time a meeting was appointed for a min* 
ister at a distance, and a large assembly came together ; but 
he failed of coming. The attention of the assembly was 
turned upon Mr. Morton to step forward and lead in worship. 
He thought he would read to them out of the scriptures, and 
shortly after he commenced he felt such a sense of his duty 
to preach, that he dared not decline the attempt. He spoke 
with great freedom and effect, to the astonishment of his 
hearers, and with abundant relief to his own soul. Here 
was the commencement of his ministerial labors, in which he 
afterwards manifested much delight. 

From this time he was employed by the church in Madi- 
.son, much to their edification and profit. On the 23d of June, 
1802, he was ordained. The council, in whose fellowship 
he was set apart, consisted of Elds. Bacon, Roots, Hosmer, 
Parsons, and Butler* The following August he was married 
to Miss Mary Richardson, daughter of Dea. Jeremiah Rich- 
ardson, of Newton, Mass. She had been a member of the 
Baptist church in that place for several years. She was of 
^great use tQ him through life, in assisting him in his trials 
and toils, and was truly an help-meet. 

Eld. Morton labored with the church in Madison eleven 
years, during which time numbers were added to it, and he 
experienced days of prosperity, over against which God had 
set days of adversity. In his last visit to them, and when 
preaching to them for the last time, he addressed them in the 
language of the apostle : '< I was with you in weakness, and 
in fear, and in much trembling." 

When he resigned his pastoral charge of this church, he 
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entered upon more extensive and arduous labors. He spent 
a part of his time with destitute churches, and the remainder 
he was employed as a missionary. At length, in the year 
1616, he accepted a call from the Baptist church in Marcel- 
lus, and removed his family from Madison to that place. He 
remained, however, but about two years pastor of this church, 
when he entered again upon missionary labors. 

He at length was instrumental of raising up a church at 
Skaneateles ; to some of whom his preaching was made the 
power of God unto salvation ; and some who were members 
in another connection, being more fully enlightened into the 
order of the gospel by his expositions of the word, following 
their solemn convictions of truth and duty, became members 
of this church. He continued his labors with this church 
for a time, and then labored as a missionary the most of a 
year, after which he returned to then^ and divided bis servi- 
ces between them and a destitute church in Tully. With 
these he finished his ministry. However, he did not remove 
his family from Marcellus ; but as the places at which he 
preached were not far distant, he continued here till he died. 
He was clearly Calvinistic in his sentiments, bold and discri- 
minating in his preaching. To his long and deep conviction 
of sin we are to attribute, in a great measure, the clearness 
and extent with which he would describe the depravity of 
the heart. In whatever subject he examined, his perceptions 
were clear, his reasoning powers were strong, and his feel- 
ings ardent. He dwelt much in preaching on the perfec- 
tions of the Godhead, and His power and purpose to save. 
His experience of the grace of God was an effectual barrier 
against his preaching the doctrine of Arminius ; nor did he 
treat the doctrine of election, the immntability of God's eoun* 
S3l, the ultimate destination of saints and sinners as compre- 
hended in God's eternal purpose, as subjects of mere specu- 
lation. He would frequently dwell on the higher points of 
divinity, with a fervor of devotion evincive of great delight 
in what the more feeble in doctrine considered hard sayinss. 

His general preaching was more profitable to men of full 
age, for whom strong meat was intended, than for th6se who 
were unskillful in the word of righteousness, and had need of 
milk. On this account he was rather deficient in the qual- 
ifications of a pastor, and not as profitable in this station as 
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in his itinerant labors. His mental powers were masterly, 
and the opposers of the electing grace of God seldom felt 
more pain than while sitting under his preaching. He would 
never make a surrender of truth, nor use enticing words of 
roan's wisdom, to gain admirers, nor withhold the most 
prompt decisions upon any article of his faith, to save the 
feelings of those who differed from him. 

He was deeply interested in the cause of missions, and 
was one of the founders of the Han^ilton' Baptist Missionary 
Society, and continued to support it, to the extent of his 
abilities, through life. He was truly a man of prayer ; few 
seemed to be so perfectly absorbed, and abstracted from 
earth, when engaged in tne exercise. He had great confi- 
dence therefore in the power of faith, and at times enjoyed 
much of the Divine presence. 

His circumstances in hfe were depressing. Not receiv- 
ing enough for his public services to supply the wants of a 
rising fsucnily, like Paul, he was compelled, with his own 
hands, to minister to his necessities. He was active and 
laborious, and seemed to possess a spirit akin to that of Luther. 
Whatever he undertook "he did with his might ;" and shrunk 
neither from exposure or fatigue. But in January, 1821, he 
ventured too far on the strength of his constitution, and 
caught a violent cold, which settled upon his lungs, and laid 
the foundation for the disease which terminated his life. He 
soon began to decline, and was unable to preach. In August 
following he visited l^s aged parents and friends in Madison, 
and for the last time attempted to preach at Cazenovia on 
his return home. His text was in Acts xvii. 28 : '^ Him 
declare I unto you." He had unusual assistance, and spoke 
with great freedom. He was solemn, and much enraptured 
with the views he had on the occasion of the perfections and 
glory of God. He returned home to his family, and from 
that time his decline was more rapid. He viewed his ap- 
proaching dissolution with much fortitude and resignation. 

The doctrine he had preached to others was a source of 
great consolation to him under all his distresses. He real- 
ized its efficacy and glory, more than ever, as he drew near 
the grave. He suffered much pain in the last part of his 
sickness, and sometimes dissolving nature, would express its 
agonies with a groan j yet he bore his sufferings with pa- 



BIOeSJLPBIXS— p. p. BOOTS. 197 

tience, and even with delight, when viewing them as coming 
from the hand of his heavenly Father. He said to a minis* 
tering brother who visited him, ^He had often heard people 
say, when racked with pain, < It is hard to bear, but it is just.' 
He could say more ; it was not only just, but merciful." He 
regarded all his distresses as ^ light afflictions, which were 
but for a moment," and would in the end work out for him 
<* a far nu)re exceeding and eternal weight of glory." With 
all the tender sympathies of a husband and a father, he gave 
up his wife and children into the hands of God, not doubting 
but he would fiilfil to them all the good pleasure of his wiU. 
Then he quietly fell asleep, as we believe, in Jesus. He de^. 
parted this life on the morning of the 22d of January, 1822, 
in the 54th year of his age, and the twentieth of his public 
ministry. 

In point of intellect and scriptural knowledge, he had few 
equals ; in nobleness of spirit, few superiors ; and his zeal in 
a day of persecution would have brought him speedily to the 
martyr's stake. Though valiant in soul, he was often tender 
and humble as a child. Seldom did he preach a sermon 
without tears flowing, under a sense of the condition of the 
impenitent, or infimte depth of Divine compassion. With 
all these excellencies, this wisdom of the serpent was not al* 
ways blended with the harmlessness of the dove : his zeal 
would sometimes overstep the boundary of discretion. But, 
beyond all doubt, he now sweeps the heavenly lyre with a 
seraph's energy. 



P. P. ROOTS* 

Eld. Roots was born at Simsbury, Conn., March 27, 
1765. His father, the Rev. Benajoh Roots, was a Congre- 
gational minister in that town. When his son was eight 
years old, Mr. Roots removed to Rutland, Vt., and became 
the first settled minister in that place. Here his son spent 
his youthful days. In his nineteenth year a revival of reli- 
gion commenced, under the labors of his pious father. In 
this revival his attention was arrested, and he found himself 
an undone sinner. "I was brought," says he, ^ to feel my 
seed of Christ, and I hope to believe in him as my Savior. 

17* 
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^After this I united with the church, under the pastoral care 
'of my father, and felt a great desire to be instrumental of 
some spiritual good to my fellow-men." In his twenty-fifth 
year he graduated at Dartmouth College. He was licensed 
to preach, and delivered his first sermon in March, 1790. 
He continued in this connection about two years, with good 
acceptance. While at college he had frequent doubts re- 
specting the validity of infant baptism. Profs. Smith and 
Ripley endeavored to answer his objections, and dispel his 
doubts ; but without effect. In 1791 he says : ^ I ventured 
to do as I never had done — to consider carefully what real 
weight there was in the arguments on each side of the ques- 
tion : and now the old faoric began to crumble to dust." 
Afler a long and prayerful investigation, he found himself 
obliged, from a conscientious regard to truth, to dissolve his 
former church connections, and unite with the Baptists. He 
was baptized in Boston, by Dr. Stillman, and united with the 
first church in that town. May, 1798. In September follow, 
ing he was ordained as an evangelist. Immediately after 
his ordination, he traveled by land to Savannah, Georgia, 
and itinerated extensively in that region, visiting the church- 
es and preaching the gospel.* For eighteen years he was 
generally employed as a missionary ; but performed, besides, 
extensive journeys, and spent much time in traveling upon 
his own expenses. He itinerated and preached in seventeen 
of the United States, and Canada ; and traveled quite round 
Lake Ontario. He usually rode about three thousand miles 
in a year, and preached three hundred sermons. 

He ever considered enemies in the church worse than 
friends without. He therefore took more pains to induce 
people to examine themselves, and become Christians, than 
to make them believe they were so. His constant aim was 
to please God rather than man. Yet no man was more sen- 
able to the ties of friendship, or valued more highly the fel- 
lowship of his brethren. He delighted in the duties of the 
closet, the family, and the house of God. He considered it 
indispensible to the character of a Christian, to show piety 
at home, and maintain the worship of God in his family. 

* During more than tliirty sreara be spent the greatest part of his time in 
traveling and preaching the gospel to the destitute. 
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The good he has heen instrumental in effecting will never be 
known until that day shall arrive which shall try every man's 
work, of what sort it is. His preaching talents were above 
mediocrity. His sermons were evangelicaly sensible, plain, 
and lichly stored with scripture truth. His life was a good 
comment on his preaching. He labored to inculcate the 
sublime doctrines of the gospel, and took a deep interest in 
all the benevolent institutions of the day. To the friends of 
truth, his preaching was both instructive and edifying. 

Like a good bishop, he ruled well his own houise, having 
his children in subjection with all gravity. And heie it is 
but justice to observe, that he found in his companion a judi. 
cious and faithfid asdstant in all his labors and duties. She 
was a help-meet indeed. She still lives, with five amiable 
children to mourn his departure. May that God who is the 
widow's Grod, and a father to the fatherless, be their portion 
and stay. The end of this good man was peace. His health 
had evidently declined for a year before his death. But he 
continued to travel and preach, until the meeting of the On- 
tario Association, 1828, when some of his brethren, observ- 
ing his evident decline, and convinced that he was laboring 
above measure, advised him to relinquish his labors, and return 
to his family, in hopes that repose might improve his health. 
Here he preached but once, and ended his public course. He 
was sensible of his approaching end, and looked forward to 
his change with composure and serenity of mind. His work 
was done, and he had nothing to do but die. He admired 
the goodness of God, and the kindness and afiection of his 
friends. Some little time before his death he took a formal 
leave of his family, and appropriately addressed each of them ; 
gave directions concerning his funeral, and selected a brother 
to preach on the occasion. He observed to his friends that 
his work was done : the addition of days to his life he should 
consider an affliction ; but if he could be useful he should be 

Suite willing to live longer. During a great part of his life 
»r. Roots was the subject of jsevere nervous affections ; 
which alternately elevated and depressed his spirits to such 
a degree, as sometimes to render him very uncomfortable to 
himself and his friends. But although he was tempted to 
relinquish his hope, he never relinquished his duty. In the last 
years of his life he was greatly relieved from this distressing 
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complaint. During his last sickness the enemy wns not al* 
lowed to bufiet him at all. His sufienngs at times were very 
intense, but he would not acknowledge that he suffered. ^ I 
can easily bear this," he would say ; << it is nothing ; 1 re- 
joice that my time is likely to be shorter than I expected. I 
can not be thankful enough for the goodness of God, and 
your kindness." 

Thus this servant of God ended a life of labor, privation, 
and disappointment ; and entered, we trust, upon that state 
of holiness and perfection, in the presence of Crod, which he 
had so long and ardently desired to enjoy. He died at Men- 
don, Monroe Co., N. Y., Dec. 26, 1828, in the 64th year of 
his age. 

JOSEPH CORNELL. 

But few individuals, under all the circumstances which 
attended his life and character, have been more generally 
known in this State, and in a considerable porticm of New 
England, than the one whose name is placed at the head of 
this article. He lived in a peculiar age of the country and 
of the church, to both of which his habits and manners seem- 
ed peculiarly adapted ; and hence his popularity and useful- 
ness were unquestionably great, in the different fields of' 
labor to which he was called in the course of his ministerial 
duties. 

The subject of this memoir was born February 11, 1747, 
at Swansey, Mass., where he continued to reside with his 
father, Mr. Elisha Cornell, until he was about twenty-five 
years of age. He then married to Mary Mason, and removed 
with her, and settled in business, in Lanesborough, Mass., 
where he remained until the year 1780, when he wasor^ined 
to the work of the ministry. 

Eld. Cornell was made the subject of grace, as he suppo- 
sed, when he was about nineteen years of age ; but for some 
reason did not connect himself with the church until about 
two years after. He was then baptized by Eld. Russel Ma- 
son, and united with the Baptist church in Swansey, his 
native place. Almost immediately after his connection with 
the people of Crod, his mind was deeply exercised with a 
sense of his duty in reference to the ministry. On the one 
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hand, he felt almost irresistibly impelled to commence preach- 
ing the gospel for the salvation of sinners ; and on the other, 
he felt weighed down with a sense of his insufficiency, espe- 
cially in reference to the education necessary to qualify him 
*' rightly to divide the word, and give to each his portion in 
due season." In this state of mind he continued his walk 
with the church, exercising his gifts in prayer and exhorta- 
tion, on all suitable occasions, for about twelve years, when 
having determined his future course, and having passed the 
ordeal of examination and admission, he was ordained at 
Lanesborough, in 1780. 

Immediately after his ordination he removed to Manches- 
ter, Yt., then a frontier settlement, where many people re- 
mained during the eventful period of the American revolu- 
tion, and where there was a ^< Baptist Conference," which 
had invited him to come and labor with them. Soon after 
the commencement of his ministry in this place, a church 
was regularly constituted, and he became their first pastor. 

At this time when Eld. Cornell went to Manchester, there 
was a revival of religion in that place, and the church is 
understood to have received very considerable additions ; but 
at the close of the war many of the inhabitants, who had 
resided there but temporarily, removed to different places ; 
which materially affected the permanent growth of the 
church under his ministration. 

It is understood, however, to have flourished under his 
preaching ; and his labors in that place gave evidence of 
Divine acceptance, and satisfaction to the public. After 
remaining at Manchester about fourteen years, he accepted 
an invitation to take the pastoral charge of the second Bap- 
tist church in Galway, N. Y. This church had been re- 
cently constituted, and Dea., since Eld., Abijah Peck, had 
officiated in its public exercises ; but as yet there had been 
no regular pastor until Eld. Cornell was settled there, in 
1794. Here he continued for five years, laboring faithfully 
and acceptably, the church prospering under his ministry. 

At this time Dr. Johm Manro, a member of his church, 
having been ordained to the ministry. Eld. Cornell resigned 
the pastoral charge into his hands, and commenced a series 
of missionary labors under the patronage of the Massachu- 
setts Missionary Society, which he continued for three years. 
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The first year he spent in what is usually called the Black 
River country, and Upper Canada ; the second year princi- 
pally in Chenango county, N. Y^ ; and the third year in the 
western part of New York, and Upper Canada. In the 
course of these ministrations he formed an extensive circle 
of acquaintances, of a very dear and interesting character, 
which will long he remembered. 

At the close of this period, in the year 1802, his health 
having become impaired, he went to Providence, R. L, for 
the purpose of regaining it. At that time the first Baptist 
church at Providence was in a flourishing condition, under 
the pastoral charge of Eld. Stephen Gano ; «nd the Congre- 
gational church in that place had recently been left destitute 
by the death of its pastor, the Rev. Mr. Snow. The latter 
invited Eid. Cornell to preach for them, which he did for 
about a year ; at which time, a revival taking place, and 
most of the subjects of it receiving gospel ibaptism, the 
second Baptist church of Providence was finally constituted, 
from these and former members of the Baptist church, and 
some of the members of the Congregational church, where 
Eld. Cornell had been preaching. Over this church, thus 
formed. Eld. Cornell was again settled as pastor, it being the 
third instance of his being settled as pastor over churches 
newly constituted. 

This church erected a large and commodious meeting- 
house, in which Eld. Cornell preached the first sermon, and, 
by a singular coincidence, the last, also, happening to be in 
liovidence on a visit about thirteen years afterwards, when 
he preached, and the next day the house was carried away 
by a flood, in a terrible storm. The Bible belonging to the 
church was found floating in the river, and though drenched 
with- water, and although it must have changed positions 
repeatedly afler leaving the desk, when found it was said to 
remain open at the place from which the text had last been 
taken by Eld. Cornell. 

Afler remaining at Providence about ten years, he return- 
ed, and resumed his labors as pastor of the second Baptist 
church in Galway, in which he succeeded Eld. Samuel Ro- 
gers. Here he continued about nine years, and then design- 
ed the pastoral charge to Eld. Eugenic Kincaid, now a suc- 
cessful missionary in Burmah. 
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From this period to that of his death, between four and 
five years. Eld. Cornell was employed by the Hamilton Bap- 
tist Missionary Society, a part of the time as a missionary, 
and a part of die time as an agent for the Oheida missionary 
station. His missionary labors were principally performed 
in Columbia county, N. T.; his travels as an agent in the 
western part of New York, and in New England. In this 
last service closed the labors of this pious, devoted, and in- 
teresting, servant of Jesus Christ, in the eightieth year of 
his age, and the forty-sixth of his ministry. 

There was something singular and apparently providential 
in the time and manner of his death, which happened in 
strict accordance with his previously expressed wishes, at 
his residence in Gal way, July 26, 1826. He had, contrary 
to his previous arrangements, unexpectedly returned home 
from Oneida county, on Monday evening, in good health. 
On Tuesday he complained of a slight indisposition, which, 
however, did not confine him to his house. On Wednesday 
morning he remained about the same : he had walked out 
and returned, and at about 10 o'clock. A* M., he was sitting 
and conversing upon some common topic with bis son, Dea. 
Asa ComelU when the latter, perceiving a sudden change 
come over his Other's countenance, sprang forward, and 
caught him to prevent his falling from his cnair ; and thus 
he expired instantly, in the arms of his son, without a strug- 

fie, a word, or a groan, and slept with the saints of the 
lost High God ! Such is the brief and imperfect history 
of the life and ministerial labors of Eld. Joseph Cornell — 
the duration, variety, and extent, of which, alone, is deemed 
to be of sufficient imp<Nrtance to entitle him to this notice. 

But there are other considerations which render his mem- 
ory peculiarly interesting. He was wholly self-taught. So 
illiterate, indeed, was he, at the time he commenced in the 
ministry, that it was difficult fbr him to read i^ sentence in- 
telligibly. Notwithstanding this, his language was general- 
ly well-selected, his arrangements systematic, and his illus- 
trations clear and lucid. He possessed a strong mind, and a 
discriminating judgment, which enabled him to steer clear of 
many of the troubles and difficulties which frequently dis- 
turb the placidity of the pastoral office* He seemed to be 
thoroughly acquainted with the avenues to the human heart, 
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which enaUed him frequently, in the course of his preaching, 
to make the most deep and lasting impressions, with the most 
familiar language and the most unlabored argument. 

In a word, his entire devotion, fervent piety, and unremit* 
ting zeal, were apparent at all times in his daily walk and 
conversation, and secured to him the entire confidence of the 
Christian community. Unlike many of his age and circum- 
stances, in reference to literary acquirements, he was a warm 
and decided friend of education, and of those institutions, es. 
pecially that at Hamilton, which have in view the education 
of persons for the ministry. The writer of this artfcle rec- 
ollects perfectly well being present at a ministerial confef- 
ance, nearly twenty years ago, when Eld. Cornell was also 
present, and warmly espoused the cause of education ; ren- 
dering, as one reason lor his so doing, his own experience of 
the want of it, and the privation and embarrassment he had 
suffered as a consequence. 



DAVID IRISH. 

Eld. David Irish was born in Paulingstown, Dutchess 
Co., N. Y., Dec. 21, 1757. He lived, until he was about 
seventeen years of age, in almost total ignorance of divine 
things. At that age, hearing that there was a reformation 
in an adjacent town, and having obtained leave, he went to 
meeting there on a certain day, to learn what a reformation 
was. 

When he came to the place, the solemn appearance of the 
people most sensibly struck him, and he was even afraid of 
them. However, urged by curiosity, he ventured in, but was 
soon overwhelmed with conscious guilt, and went home con- 
vinced that he must be reformed, or sink to hell. He there- 
fore set about the work of reformation with such zeal, that, 
in a few daysj he thought himself as good as any one. But 
being provoked to anger by the unruly conduct of a beast 
with which he was at work, his tongue portrayed the mad- 
ness of his heart ; a sense of his sinmlness rolled upon him 
to such a degree, that it brought him to the ground in des- 
pair. His good opinion of himself left him ; his anguish 
increased, until, slain by the law and made alive by divine 
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grace, he rejoiced in Christ as his righteousness, his strength, 
and his salvation* He had now his duty to learn from the 
word of God ; and being convinced that he ought to be bap- 
ti2sed, and make a public profession of religion, he united 
with the Baptist church in Dover, under the pastoral care of 
Eld. Waldo. In 1776 he settled himself in marriage. In 
1782 he removed to Stillwater, and joined the church under 
the care of Eld. Lemuel Powers. It was soon discovered 
Chat he had a gift for public improvement, which was not 
whdly neglected. He did not immediately engage in the 
work of die ministry, but on the day that terminated the 
thirtieth year of his life he preached his first sermon. In 
1789 he removed to Lanesborough, and was ordained to the 
work of the gospel ministry in ue smnmer of the following 
year. But he soon found it necessary to return to Stillwater, 
where he continued three years, preaching and administering 
the ordinances of the gospel. 

In 1794 he removed to the town of Scipio, in the county 
of Cayuga, at which time the whole county was almost an 
entire wilderness. He was the only Baptist minister west 
of Whitesboro ; and the field of his labors was very exten- 
sive. In the fall of that year there was a church established 
in Scipio, afterwards denominated the first church in Scipio. 
He soon afterwards had the satisfaction of seeing a church 
arise in Aurelius, a town adjoining, to which, in 1800, he 
removed, and continued until his death, which took place on 
the 10th of September, 1815. 

Eld. Irish was indefatigable in labor, patient of fatigue, 
and easily surmounted many obstacles, which would deter one 
possessed of a mind less resolute. Those who are unac- 
quainted with the state of new and thinly inhabited countries^ 
can not form an idea of the qualities necessary to enable a 
minister of Christ to plant the gospel in such an extensive 
region as was traversed by this valuable man. One instance, 
which may serve to show what he had the fortitude and per- 
severance to go through, it is thought proper to relate : In 
1799, being called, with some of his brethren of the church 
in Scipio, to assist in organizing a church in Phelpstown,the 
roads at that time being totally impassable on horseback, by 
reason of a great depth of mud and snow, he encouraged his 
brethren to undertake to travel on foot, a distance of thirty 

18 
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miles, which all but one accomplished. He traveled very 
extensively to preach the gospeL 

There are but few places in the State of New York, west 
of Whitestown, and in Upper Canada, where his name is 
not familiar. He manifested a zeal in the missionary cause, 
and performed several missions under the Massachusetts 
Baptist Missionary Society to their acceptance. In his 
public performances, he was more remarkable for his solem- 
nity and zeal, than for his depth in doctrine ; yet he was not 
considered, by his acquaintance in generaJ, to be greatly 
deficient in doctrinal knowledge. He had many bitter ene- 
mies, and many warm admirers. His enemies were ofteti 
sanguine in their hopes of destroying his character, but never 
succeeded ; and his friends might perhaps in some instances 
carry their fondness for him too far. The only papers found 
afler his death, to guide the writer of these memoirs, is one 
containing an account of the number baptized by him ; by 
which it appears that he, in the course of his ministry, bap. 
tized one thousand two hundred and eighty persons ; about 
eleven hundred of whom were baptized in the western coun- 
try, after his removal to Scipio. At his interment an appro- 
priate discourse was deUvered by Eld. John Jeffries, from. 
Tim. iv. 7, 8 : << I have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith ; henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the right- 
eous Judge, shall give me at that day ; and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love his appearing." 



CALEB DOUGLASS. 

Caleb Doxtolass was born in the city of New London, 
Conn., Feb. 11, 1756, being the third son of John and Esther 
Douglass, who were pious and respectable people. At the 
age of four years his parents removed about five miles into 
the country, where he received such an education as was 
common in those days. From his youth he" was at times the 
subject of serious impressions. Of his religious exercises, 
^ and the events of his life up to the thirty-second year of his 
age, the following brief sketch from his own pen furnishes 
he only account we have been able to obtain : 
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** In my twentieth year a revival of religion commenced 
in the place of my residence^ and some of my associates 
were brought to the knowledge of the truth. At this time 
my mind was more powerfully affected than ever before with 
tb^ concerns of my immortal soul. Those impressions con- 
tinued for several weeks, but at length subsided, and left me 
still destitute of a hope in Christ. From my childhood I had 
gradually flattered myself that I should have time enough on 
a sick-bed to repent ; thinking that the near approach of 
death would be calculated to awaken my attention to the 
importance of being prepared for that solemn event. In 
1776 I had an opportunity to learn the deceptive character 
of that dangerous and fraudulent sentiment ; for during a 
severe sickness, in which my life was not-expected from day 
to day, I was perfectly stupid as to the concerns of my soul, 
notwithstanding a brother died of the same disease. 

<< In 1777 I was married to Bethiah, daughter of Jonathan 
and Elizabeth Chapel. February, 1779, myself, my wife, 
and child, being confined with the small-pox, my attention 
was called to the welfare of my soul, and I resolved, that, if 
my life were spared, I would live differently. A fbw weeks 
after my recovery I apprehended that something peculiar was 
to take place. The world lost its power to charm, and I felt 
the attractions of the house of €k)d. Although I lived six 
miles from the meeting which I preferred to attend, I deemed 
it no burden to walk that distance every Sabbath. It was a 
time of general stupidity even among professors of religion. 
I endeavored as much as possible to conceal my feelings from 
every human being. I supposed myself to be entirely alone 
in my exercises, as I knew of no person in the town who was 
under serious impressions. One Sabbath momiqg, having 
concluded not to attend meeting as usual, after it was too 
late to reverse my decision, I li^d many distressing reflec- 
tions, and feared that my having neglected one of the means 
of grace might decide my case for eternity. 

^ While under these impressions, a friend sent me informa- 
tion that the Rev. Daniel Miner was to preach a funeral ser- 
mon that day, four miles distant. I cheerfully joined him, 
and went to hear that man of God. For several weeks pre- 
vious time had appeared very short, eternity just at hand, a 
preparation for death and judgment of the greatest moment. 
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The senoon was attended with the inflaence of the Divine 
Spirit ; and such was my distress during service, that it was 
with difficulty that I could refrain from crying aloud. I 
went home with an increased sense of guilt, and the follow* 
ing evening, for the first time, disclosed the anxiety of my 
mind to my wife, who, ahout two years after, became a hope** 
ftd subject of Divine grace. I sought with redoubled solici- 
tude to obtain religi<m ; had clearer views of my wickedness 
and the depravity <^ my heart. I remained in much the 
dame state of mind for several weeks. During this period I 
\iad peculiar impressions to visit a brother, who lived about 
three miles distant ; and I trust the Lord blessed the inter- 
view to his soul, as he soon after obtained a hope in Christ* 
Not far from this time, another, who visited me, returned with 
serious impressions, and shortly after was brought into the 
liberty of the gospel. Afler several months' distress I was 
rdieved by meditating upon the pascal lamb, as typical of 
*the Lamb of Grod, who taketh away the sin of the world.' 
A few weeks after, I united with the Separatists, in Lyme> 
Conn., under the pastoral care of Eld. Daniel Miner ; and» 
Allowing the tradition of my fathers, without examining the 
subject of baptism, had my child sprinkled* 

^Oct., 1799, removed to Middletown, Conn., and joined a 
ehurch of the same order. A number of the brethren, living 
in the same vicinity, and remote from the body of the churchy 
maintained meetings in my neighborhood during the winter 
seiCson, and for a considerable time I attended only as a hear- 
er. But after severe trials for several weeks, I was con- 
strained to take an active part in exhortation and prayer. 
In so doing I obtained deliverance, and went on my way re- 
joicing. I remained in this place more than five years, and 
continued to enjoy the consolations of religion most of the 
time. In 1785 I removed to Sandersfield, Mass., where I 
found myself in a very destitute region. No religious de- 
nomination maintained puUic worship within seven miles* 
In these circumstances I felt irresistibly urged, with one other 
individual, to establish a meeting. In conducting divine 
worship, I endeavored, as far as I was able, to instruct the 
people, without entertaining the thought of ever attempting 
to preach. Through many trials and discouragements, our 
meetings were continued about two years* Not far fromi 
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this time the health of my wife became seriously impaired^ 
and she sunk into a fatal decline, which terminated her earthly 
existence on the 19th day of August, 1788." 

With this mournful event his memorandum closes. In 
1789 he was married to Sarah, daughter of Daniel Hall, of 
Meriden, Conn. He continued his public exercises, but en- 
dured severe trials in relation to baptism, especially when 
those who had experienced religion under his improvements 
questioned him on the subject. He removed to Whitesboro, 
N. T., 1791. After a full investigation, he became thoroughly 
convinced of the invalidity of infant sprinkling, and of the 
correctness of the sentiments maintained by the Baptist de- 
nomination respecting the ordinances of the gospel. Under 
the influence of these views, he joyfully received the sacred 
rite at the hand of Eld. Stephen Parsons, 1796, being one of 
the first persons ever baptized in Whitestown. Not far from 
this time a Baptist church was formed in the village of 
Whitesboro, of which he became a member. Although at 
its organization this little branch of Zion consisted of but 
seven individuals, he lived to see it embrace more than three 
hundred members. In 17^99 he was chosen deacon of said 
church ; was subsequently called to the exercise of his min- 
isterial gifts : and on the 7th of January, 1802, was set 
apart, by ordination, to the work of the gospel ministry. 
Eld. Stephen Parsons, Hezekiah Eastman, and John Stevens, 
officiated on the occasion. 

In 1803 he yielded to the earnest solicitations of his breth- 
ren, and consented to take the pastoral charge of the church 
in Whitesboro, which he continued to do with fidelity and 
success till 1816, when he was succeeded by Eld. Galusha. 
This transfer of his pastoral responsibilities, which was at 
His own instance, and effected by his own persevering efforts, 
neither abated his activity nor his usefulness. While, as a 
nursing father, his zeal for the welfare of the church at home 
was not ^diminished, his evangelical labors in destitute 
neighborhoods, and among feeble churches abroad, were 
more abundant. Thus he spent eight happy years, making 
glad the hearts of many, and rejoicing in the increasing 
prosperity o£ the dear church with whose interests the ten- 
derest sympathies of his soul were interwoven. 

At times hts cup of blessing seemed to overflow, while he 
18* 
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saw his bdoyed children and grand-children bowing to the 
sceptre of mercy* On one occasion he had the unspeakable 
satisfaction of seeing one oi his daughters and four of her 
children buried with Christ in baptism ; and fnxn their sub. 
sequent conduct deriyed abundant evidence that they had 
risen in newness of life. But his cup was not entirely un- 
mingled. While, with the rcqpid increase and uninterrupted 
harmony of the church, as well as in the conversion of his 
own of»pring9 his soul was delighted, the laxity of habits, 
the want of Uberality and punctuality in many of the pro- 
fessed disciples of Christ, often distressed him. He was also 
the subject of considerable bodily affliction. 

At one time he was brought to the verge of the grave. 
All hope of his recovery was abandoned. He set his house 
in order, ccmunitted himself into the hands of God, and with 
great caknness of mind and firmness of hope waited for the 
signal of his departure. But just as he was about to wave 
a final adieu to all sublunary things, the Lord rebuked the 
disease, and bade him return to life and health. His respite 
from the pains of the flesh was not, however, of very long 
continuance. In February, 1824, he was attacked with ,a 
violent inflammation of the eyes, which rendered him a contin- 
ual sufierer during the remainder of his days. The tempo* 
ral interests of his numerous family, the youngest of wh<»n 
was advancing toward manhood, rendered it expedient in his 
view to change. his location, and in September fdlowing he 
removed to Gorham, Ontario Co., N. T. 

Of the subsequent scenes of his mortal life, the following 
account is furnished by his aflectionate cbiughters : 

^ The inflammation in his eyes increased till total blind, 
ness ensued. The change from a life of activity to confine- 
ment, together with the tendency of his disease, produced an 
extreme nervous affection, and a consequent depression of 
spirits. Aug., 1830, he was called to part with his dear 
companion, the solace of his declining years, who possessed 
a kindred spirit with his own. This was an unexpected trial, 
but he felt to say, < It is the Lord, let him do what seemeth 
him good.' He expected soon to follow her, and realized the 
importance of being in actual readiness to receive the sum- 
mons. His situation seldom allowed of visiting the house of 
God, but he was occasionally fevered with the preaching of 
)he gospel in his own house* 
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<( To prevent his mind preying upon itself and to dissipate 
the gloom in which it was enveloped by a seclusion from the 
pleasures of society, and from the light of day, he engaged in 
domestic labors, related Bible anecdotes to his little grand- 
children, and employed them in reading to him the word of 
life. One of iheae little ones read the New Testament en-, 
tirely through in his hearing six times. At intervals he 
enjoyed the Divine presence, but most of the time complained 
of darkness. He oflen expressed his gratitude, to God that 
he was never left to despair. 

^In Feb., 1832, during a protracted meeting, which he 
was enabled to attend a part of the time, many soub were 
hopefully brought to the knowledge of the Savior, among 
whom were his two youngest children, who soon united with 
the Baptist church in that place. The other ten had previ- 
ously entertained a hope, and nine of them were professors. 
He then felt to adopt the language of Si|ne<m, ^Now lettest 
then thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen 
thy salvation.' From this time he enjoyed more of the pre- 
sence of his Redeemer, and felt an unshaken reliance on the 
promises of Grod. From the commencement of the disease 
in his eyes, his bodily sufferings were severe, and continued 
to increase till they were terminated by death. 

^ From the 15th of May, 1833^ he was almost entirely 
confined to his bed, and gradually &iled till Sept. 22, when 
he was attacked by the malady whidi closed his earthly 
career. His last days were those of excessive suffering. 
But his patience was remariiable. He contemqpkted his ap- 
proaching dissolution with perfect c(»npesure, and seemed ' 
fully conscious that his hope was well founded." 

His disease progressed n^pidly, and on Sept. 27, 1833, he 
^feU asleep." His funeral sermon was preached on the fol- 
lowing day, by Eld. John Peck, of Cazenovia, an intimate 
ftiead of the bereaved family, and for many years a beloved 
fellow4aborer with the deceased. It was regarded by the 
afflicted relatives as a special favcHr of their heavenly Father^ 
that a minister of Jesus Christ, so particularly acquainted 
with their departed sire, and so mudi endeared to him and 
to them, should have been providentially present on the sol- 
emn occasion, to bedew the death-bed of that venerable ser- 
vant of God with generous tears, and place the kiss of affec« 
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tion Upon his cold cheek— ^to assuage the grief of the mourn* 
ers by his tenderest sympathies, and to impart to them pre- 
cious consolations from the word of life. 

A father in Israel has fallen ; but faithful memory will 
embalm him. He has left a numerous posterity to bewail 
him ; but they mourn not as those who Imve no hope. He 
had an extensive circle of relatives who survive him, besides 
twelve children, seventy-two grand-children, and twenty-five 
great-grand-children ; total one hundred and nine. Ail his 
children, and twenty of his grand-children, cherish a hope of 
salvation through the blood of Christ ; and all except one of 
these have publicly consecrated themselves to the service of 
Grod, in the Baptist communion. How unspeakable the 
blessing which that patriarch must have enjoyed, as the time 
of his exit appreached. Just as he was about to close his 
eyes upon every terrestrial object, he saw his twelve children 
all embraced in the ark of safety, and cherished the fond 
hope of hailing them hereafter upon the banks of everlasting 
deliverance. How incomparably preferable such a privilege 
to that of leaving them in the possession of millions. Oh ! 
let me not only " die the death of the righteous," but let my 
d3ring couch be moistened by the tears and hallowed by the 
prayers of pious children.— We should do injustice to the 
claims of departed worth, as well as to those of surviving 
friends, and the Christian church, if we were not to give at 
least a brief sketch of the character of our lamented father 
in Zion. 

His Virtues were not few, nor were his faults numerous. 
In whatever relation or respect we contemplate him, we shall 
find many things to approve, somewhat to admire, and very 
littl6 to deplore. As a tnafij he was above everything sordid, 
and " provided things honest in the sight of all men." His 
morality was pure, and his principles inflexible. He united 
consistency, energy, and stability of character. He was 
unaspiring and unpretending, yet independent and decided^ 
in his opinions. As he was exceedingly careful not to tres- 
pass upon the rights of others, he was proportionably wounded 
by an encroachment upon his. But while he retained a deep 
sense of injuries received, and expressed the strongest disap. 
probation of the conduct of those by whom they were inflict- 
ed, he was far from indulging a spirit of retieJiation. He 
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was remarkably grateful for favors, and always cherished the 
most kindly recollection of his benefactors. He was justly 
admired for his signal hospitality, and universally esteemed 
as a citizen and a neighbor* 

Notwithstanding his early education was very limited, and 
his mind never highly cultivated, yet, being possessed of 
natural talents above mediocrity, and seeking information 
with more than common avidity, he acquired a very respect, 
able fund of knowledge. This was principally of a practical 
character, but not therefore the less valuable in its results. 
Entering the ministry at a period in life when he was encum- 
bered with the expenses of a family, and receiving but a 
pittance for his public services, he was of necessity still a 
fnan of business. And, as such, he was a pattern of industry 
frugality, and economy. His original occupation was that 
of a mechanic. But the labors of the shop were exchanged 
for those of the field. He was systematic and energetic in 
all his movements. 

Being uniformly accustomed to early rising, he found no 
occasion for toiling at unseasonable hours. He aimed at 
doing everything at the right time, and in the best manner. 
His rule of order was, ^ A place for everything, and every- 
thing in its place." Although a large portion of his active 
life was devoted to the duties of the ministry, while he com- 
municated and taught his children to communicate freely to 
the necessities of others, still, by his prudence and perseve- 
rance, the industry of his family, and the blessing of Heaven, 
he rose from poverty to a considerable degree of afiluence, 
and left all his children in the possession of a competency of 
this world's goods, as well as spiritual treasures. 

In speaking of the manner in which he discharged his rela» 
tive duties, it is but just to say that his fraternaJ, conjugal, 
and parental, relations, were all sustained with fidelity and 
tenderness. As a brother, his example, his counsel, and his 
kindness, greatly endeared him to his brethren, two of whom 
appear to have been awakened by his admonitions, and event, 
ually embraced a hope of salvation. As a husband^ he was 
afiectionate and faithful. He anticipated the wants and 
regarded the wishes of his companion. He identified her 
character, her' interests, and her happiness, with his own. 
His absence was always a subject of regret, and his presence 
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ever an occasion of joy. As a father y he was kind and 
indulgent. To some his government might have appeared 
rigid, but its influence was kindly, and its happy results com- 
mend it to all. He was aware that the insubordination of 
children is ruin — that undue indulgence is so far from in- 
creasing their attachment to parents, that it saps the very 
foundation of filial respect and love. He watclv^ over the 
conduct of his of^ring with deep solicitude, and often car- 
ried them to the mercy-seat in the arms of faith and prayer. 
His timely instructions and admonitions were taken from 
lessons of experience and the word of God. The salutary 
habits, unsullied reputation, and animating prospects, of all 
his children, proved an ample reward of all his parental 
anxieties, labors, and prayers. 

As a Christian^ he had much decision of character, ardor 
of zeal, and perseverance of effort. The Subject of religion 
was the principal theme of his conversation, and its promo- 
tion the paramount object of his pursuit. We have known 
but few who were more ready to sacrifice private interest to 
public good. He was emphatically a man of prayer ; and 
the burden of his supplications was, << Thy kingdom come." 
His attachment to the cause of Christ was inviolate and 
immutable. He could adopt the language of David, and say, 
^If I forget thee. Oh ! Jerusalem, let my right hand forget 
her cunning. If I do not remember thee, let my tongue 
cleave to the roof of my mouth ; if I prefer not Jerusalem 
above my chief joy." He was proverbial for his punctuality, 
both in the intercourse of business and the duties of religion— ^ 
a virtue which is as valuable as it is rare. He considered 
all the appointments ^f the church as sacred, and allowed no 
secular interest to interfere with them. We could most de- 
voutly wish that his example in this respect were more gen- 
erally copied by chiirch-members. It would greatly encourage 
the heart and strengthen the hands of pastors, and equally pro- 
mote the harmony, love, and the practical piety,of the churches. 

As a decuxm, he <' magnified his ofiice." Instead of regar- 
ding it as merely nominal, as we have reason to fear many 
do, he was conscious that it involved high responsibilities 
and imposed most important duties. In that department 
he was vigilant, active, and extensively usefiil. He sought 
out and relieved the wants of the poor, administered comfort 
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to the sick, urged the claims, seconded the efforts, and sus- 
tained the influence, of the minister, and sought to promote 
the spirituality and prosperity of the whole church. Such 
a deacon is a treasure to the people of God, and has his 
record on high. May the Lord give us many such ! For 
the want of them Zion languishes ; the unruly are not sub- 
dued ; backsliders depart farther and farther from duty ; the 
poor and the aflUcted are unrelieved ; ministers are neglected 
and discouraged ; and in many instances the candlestick is 
removed out of its place. As a minister of the goi^l, he 
was firm and faithful, but unusually retiring. Deeply im- 
pressed with the dij?nity and sanctity of the ofiice, sensible 
of the deficiency of his education, and diffident of his abili- 
ties, he shrunk from its responsibilities, and would probably 
never have assumed it but for the earnest solicitations of the 
church, by whom his qualifications were more justly appre- 
ciated. Having with trembling sabmitted to puUic ordina- 
tion, and feeling pressed by the weight of obligation connec- 
ted with that solemn consecration, he seized upon every 
facility, the better to prepare himself for the duties of his 
high vocation. By religious intercourse, the aid of judicious 
authors, and a prayerful investigation of the sacred scrip- 
tures, he acquired an accurate and thorough knowledge of the 
doctnnes and duties embraced in the Christian system. 
Considering the amount of secular business with which he 
was encumbered, his reading was somewhat extensive, prin- 
cipally of a theological and historical kind, rarely miscella- 
neous. The writings of Gill, Fuller, Booth, Boston, Baxter, 
and Mosheim, were very conspicuous in his small but well- 
selected libreiry ; and with' these he was quite familiar. 
While he found many things in each of these authors to 
admire, and was very partial to some of the productions of 
Gill, his doctrinal views were evidently coincident with those 
of the evangelical Fuller. In his public ministry he exalted 
the sovereign grace of Grod in the salvation of sinners, but 
insisted alike upon strict obedience to the cross of Christ ; 
nor did he fail to season his discourses with the sweets of 
Christian experience. 

As a preacher y he exhibited more of a sound judgment and 
a warm heart than of a lively imagination. His manner 
was plain, ardent, and solenm. In prayer he was copious, 
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appropriate, and impressive. In discipline he was prompt 
and decisive. His admonitions were in general timely and 
faithful ; but his violent opposition to evil and his dangerous 
temperament sometimes betrayed him into severity. 

.As a pastor^ he was vigilant and affectionate, attentive to 
the sick, and kind to the poor. Such was his liberality, that, 
to these, and to the cause of benevolence, he gave more than 
the whole amount which he received for ministerial services. 
Relying upon his own industry and the blessing of God for 
temporal support, he succored many of the saints, and his 
house was the stranger's home. 

There remains yet unnoticed one trait in the character of 
Eld. Douglass, which deserves to be set in bold relief. Anis- 
iNTSSESTBDNBss which is justly comparable to that displayed 
by the ancient Baptist, when, without envy or mortification, 
he said of him by whom he was to be superseded, ^^ He must 
increase, but I must decrease." There is something in this 
disposition so opposite to that which reigns in the unsancti- 
fied, selfish heart, that renders it as difficult of acquisition as 
it is noble in its nature. That man must have a signal 
degree of grace, who, for the general good, can voluntarily 
hide himself in the shade of another. Yet such an attain- 
ment is exceedingly desirable, as it is one of the crowning 
excellencies of the Christian religion, which sheds a lustre 
on the Savior's character, and is admirably adapted to the 
happiness and usefulness of the individual who is thus exalted. 
Such was the high privilege of the worthy servant of God 
who is the subject of these remarks. Like the sun setting in 
a cloudless sky, he shone most brilliantly when retiring from 
the pastoral office. He was the first to propose that step. 
He saw a generation come up around him, possessed of ad- 
vantages of education altogether superior to those which he 
had enjoyed. He perceived that the state of society was 
vastly changed, and judged that a younger man, of different 
attainments, would be better adapted to the interests of that 
ccmimUnity than himself. He fijited his mind on a brother 
whom he deemed qualified for the station, urged the church 
to obtain him, and made personal efforts and sacrifices to 
effect the object. Having succeeded in getting that brother 
upon the ground, he procured for him a comfortable settle- 
ment, resigned to him the pastoral charge, and continued to 
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JONATHAN FERRIS. 

^Oh ! Jonathan, thou vast slain in thy high places. 1 



Religion, in its operations on the human mind, is designed 
to produce a portrait of the Divine character ; and in what 
can we more clearly discover the lovely perfections of our 
adorable Savior, than in the virtuousond upright lives of his 
dear children in this world ? In reviewing Ute conduct of 
those who have appeared eminent in pietjs and have now 
taken their departure into the eternal world, the religious 
traits in their character shine forth in the most vivid color, 
and produce a fascinating efiecton the mind of the observer, 
and imperceptibly lead to the great Fountain of all moral 
beauty. Examples produce greater effects than precepts. 
For this reason the spirit of inK>iration has favored us with 
the previous traits in the lives of holy men of old. The ex- 
ample is worthy of imitation ; for "the righteous shall be 
had in everlasting remembrance." 

Eld. JoNATBAK Fbxkis was the son of Dee. Israel Ferris, 
and was born in Stamford, Dutchess Co., N. Y., on the 36th 
of April, 1776. From a child he was a subject of serious' 
impressions. He at length obtained a satisfactoiy evidence 
of his adoption, and in the year 1790 was baptized by Eld. 
Elkanah Holmes, then a missionary among the Indians. He 
was the first person that was baptized in the town of Norwich, 
Chen. Co., N. Y. Soon after nis baptism a church arose in 
that town, with which he united. 

He w« married to Mias Rhoda Purdy, daughter of Dea. 
Jai pwtj ardy, of Plymouth, Chen. Co., N. Y., in 1798. 
MajPV^'lSOS, he received a license from the church to 
MBc^**fa gift in preaching ; and August 25, 1608, he was 
the work of the gospel ministry, in the church 
rich, by solemn ordination. He continued his 
^ith this church until Oct. 25, 1817. His 
f blessed to the edification of 
kening of sinners. There 
Increaao of numbers in the 
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church. But in the years of 1810 and — 11 a glori<njs 
revival took place, during which eighty-three precious souls 
were added to the church, many of whom were youth. In 
this hallowed season of Divine influence his soul was on 'the 
wing, rejoicing in the glorious triumph of Divine grace, and 
laboring incessantly to promote the glorious cause of the 
divine Redeemer. In I8I6 it pleased the Lord again to pour 
out his Spirit on this church and society, which produced an 
addition of sixty souls to the church. About the same time 
a shower of Divine influences descended on the village of 
Norwich, which caused an accession of one hundred and one 
members to the church in that place. In this revival Br. F. was 
very active and exceedingly useful. He baptized nearly all 
the new members, as their pastor, EUd. J. B^tndall, was uHaUe 
to administer, by reason of a dislocation of his shoulder. 

But in the midst of his useful labors in this vicinity, Prov* 
idence seemed to call upon him to relinquish his pastoral 
charge. Accordingly, on the 25th of Oct. 181T, he gave in 
his resignation, and removed to Milo, in the county of Yates^ 
N. Y. Here he was called upon to take the pastoral care of 
the church in Milo and Jerusalem. In this relation he con* 
tinued until the time of his melancholy exit. His labors in 
this vicimty were greatly bl^ed^ especially the last year, in 
which he was called upon to bapti!B& a large number in Pultney» 

But it pleased the sovereign Disposer of all events to pre* 
sent him with a bitter cup, of which he must drink ; for on 
the 6th of 8epU 1820^ tl^ desire of his eyes, the wife of his 
youth, was called from these mortal shores to the enjoyment 
of brighter pleasures in the world above* The stroke was 
heavy ; yet with due submission he bowed to thd will of God* 
On the occasion he writes thus : <^ After being wedded to her 
about twenty4wo years, death hath dissolved Uie connection^ 
and left me with seven motherless children, and a large circle 
of relatives and friends to mourn under the bereaving prov> 
idence. I know, O Lord ! that thy judgments are right, and 
that thou in &ithfulness hast afflicted me.'' In 1821 he 
married the widow Rachel Roberts, a worthy member of the 
church in Montgomery, Penn., under the pastoral care of 
the Rev. Silas Hough. In this woman he found, an agreea- 
ble companion, a kind mother to hia children, and a real 
helper in the gospeL 
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But this happy family w^re not allowed long to enjoy each 
other ; for on Tuesday, the l7th of June, 1828, about 4 
o'clock, P. M. a cloud arose from the soutiiwest, highly charg- 
•ed with the electric fluid, and seined to pass over, but soon 
returned ; the lightning and thunder were incessant. Br» 
F* observed the clouds had a singular appearance, and seemed 
anxious to watch their movements, and frequently went to 
tiie dodr, untilrequested by his daughter to come away. He 
came and took a seat by her, but in a moment left the seat, 
and went to the window ; but as he was stocking to look out, 
the angel of death, arrayed in flames, gave the fktal stroke^ 
and his soul took its departure to tiie realms of glory. The 
explosion damaged the house very much, but no other person 
received any lasting injury* His daughter's apron was set 
on fire, and when the neighbors Altered they found his 
clothes burning, but could perceive no signs of life in him. 

He was interred on the following day, when an appropriate 
discourse was delivered by Eld. Amos Chase, to a large and 
deeply affected congregation, from Psalm xii. 1 : << Help, 
Lord, for the godly man ceaseth ; for the faithful fail from 
among the chUdren of men." He had for some time previ« 
ous to his death beien exercised with an unusual concern for 
^ souls of his feUow-men, and preached with much freedom 
and fervency on the distinguishing doctrines of the gospel. 
On the Sabbath before his death he preached three sermons, 
with much power, seeming to his hearers to possess unusual 
liberty of thought and utterance. His last text was in Acts 
XX. 21 : << Testifying both to the Jew's and to the Greeks 
repentance toward God and faitii toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ." His labors were divided between three distinct 
congregations, among two of which some hopeful appear- 
ances cheered his heart, while tte one with which he was local* 
ly situated seemed to remain unaffected under his pious and 
faithful admonitions and pathetic prayers. This circum- 
stance seemed to try his faith, and to move him to tears ; but 
Grod still chose to hide firom him the thing which he intended 
to do for that people, and called him to cease from his labors 
and enter into his rest. 

On the Sabbath following this melancholy providence the 
people appeared much affected ; the saints were aroused to 
a sense of their duty, and strengthened to take up their cross 
19* 
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and come up to the help of the Lord, notwithstanding He 
had removed their under-shepherd from them.; while sinners, 
impressed with the thoughts of death, judgment, askd eternity, 
ciied, What shall we do I and some, in view of the misim* 
provement of their time and neglect of hi» minii^y, 
reproached themselves, saying, << How often has. he warned 
us of our danger, and prayed for our souls^ and ^e regarded 
it not !" About twenty on that day rose up in the congrega- 
tion, and asked the prayers of God's people for them» A 
subsequent account states that many souls there have been 
hopefully brought into gospel liberty ; some had been bap. 
tized, and the work was still [Nrogressingi 

As a husband and parent, he was .exemplary, kind, and 
afiecticmate. As a friend, faithful and sincere. As a 
Christian, meek and holy ; and being favored with a melodi- 
ous voice, he might be considered as one of the sweet singers' 
of Israel ; he took great delight in singing the praises of 
God. As a minister, althou^ his preaching talents were 
not above mediocrity, he was sound in the faith, and a firm 
advocate of the doctrine of free ^ace. As a pastor, he was 
exemplary^ gently leading the flock, and feeding them with 
the sincere nulk of the word ; always endeavoring to main- 
tain peace and harmony in the church. Being diflident and 
unassumine, he was always ready to ai^ and receive council 
of his brethren.. 

Such was this valuable man ; and in view of the circum- 
stc^ice of his death, cut off in the midst of his usefulness, we 
are led to admire and wonder at the Divine administration. 
Yet it becomes us to be still, and know that he is God, and 
submit all to Him 

" Who works in a mysterious way. 
His wonders to perform ; 
He plants his footsteps in the sea, 
Ana rides upon the storm.*' 



ENOCH FERRIS. 

Eld. E. Febris was born May 10, 1762, in Dutchess Co., 
N. Y. His father removed to Stanwick, Conn., when Enoch 
was only two years old. His mind was impressed with the 
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reality of divine things when about eight or nine years of 
ace. In his sixteenth year he entertained hope in the mercy 
of God, and in the next year he united with the Baptist 
church in New Lebanon, N. T* In his nineteenth year he 
married, and settled in Canaan* He early employed his 
talents in exhortation ; but through the cares of the worlds 
he soon forgot his closet and family devotions, and also neg- 
lected his public exercises* At this time his feet had well- 
ni^ slipped ; but God in mercy reclaimed him^ by means of 
a simple question firom an unbelieving cousin, ^Why doe» 
not cousin pray as he did formerly ?" This question suggest- 
ed the thought that even unbelievers took notice of his apos- 
tacy. It greatly a^itaied his mind» and resulted in his return 
to his duty> with deep sorrow and confession* An extensive 
revival soon followed ; and the cousin who proposed the 
question to him was the first convert. From this time he 
eng^ed in pubHc exercises, and was lieensed to preach the 
gospeL He was ordained in the town of Southeast, in the 
year 1787, and continued to preach in that place, at Salem» 
and Nassau, until he was employed by the New York Baptist 
Missionary Society as their missionary* His heart was 
much in this work, as will be seen by an extract from one of 
his first letters to the Board* 

*^ 1 have not had one barren season* The Lord has been 
my helper* I hear more Macedonian cries than I can answer* 
Dear brethren, pray lor me^ that I may be kept at my Mas- 
ter's feet, and be made wise to feed theiock and to win souls* 
The prospect before me is favorable at present. I know not 
when I have enjoyed a more precious season to my soul than 
since I began my ride. My prayer to God is, that you may 
be filled with the fruit of your missionary exertions." 

In 1816 he removed to Mexico, Oswego Co., and continue 
ed to labor as a missionary in a wide circuit. In 1817 he 
witnessed the rise of three new churches^ and the enlarge- 
ment of others, under his instrumentality. In 1819 he re- 
moved to Richland ; and receiving no aid, for a considerable 
time, from any society, he experienced the chills of poverty, 
while the calls about him were not diminished* Amid his 
gloomy prospects he thus writes : 

<^ There never was a time when a faithful missionary was 
more needed than at present ; for the greater part of the 
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people are poor in the extreme, and but few are able to do 
anything towards supporting ministers. But they have pre« 
cious souls ; and multitudes are perishing fbr lack of the 
knowledge of salvation by Jesus Christ. Had I not some 
longings for their salvation, I should quit the field ; for the 
time I have spent the year past, (for which I receive no 
other compensation than the pleasure I realize in performing 
the work, and in waiting for and witnessing the Divine bless- 
ing on my labor,) is worth to my family more than one 
hundred dollars. Thus, you see my missionary tax is great. 
I have worn out the most of my clothes, and have no way to 
get more ; but I trust the Lord will provide." Again, he 
writes, *<Such is the pressing desire I feel to impart the word 
of lifb to the destitute in this wilderness, that I must, while I 
have strength, listen to the Mac^edonian cries around me." 

Through the instrumentality of a kind uncle, the Lord was 
pleased, in 1825 or 1826, to relieve him from the pressure of 
poverty, and open to him the fairest prospects of a comfort- 
able old age. This he regarded with much gratitude to 
God. In 1836 he writes to the Missionary Society thus : 

** I do not believe it is my duty to ask you for any further 
assistance. I expect this to be the last letter I shall write to 
you in the character of a missionary. I wish I could ex- 
press the feelings of my heart towarc^ you while I take my 
leave of you. I sh^ll never forget your kindness to me, and 
the poor m this wilderness, while the fruits of your benevo- 
lence are around hie." 

After this, however, he received some more aid from the 
Society. His health had been failing for more than a year ; 
but, prompted by zeal in his Master's cause, he made an ex- 
cursion, in August, into the southern part of the county, 
where he visited from house to house, and preached as fre- 
quently as in his younger days. On the morning of the 
first Sabbath in September he labored under such indisposi- 
tion that it was with difficulty he could arise from his knecB 
after family devotion. He was unable to preach that day. 
The next day he was unusually animated in Christian con- 
versation — still ii^timating that he should not recover firom 
that illness. After this he was not able to walk out. In all 
his sickness, while his reason continued, he was resigned and 
<omfortable in his prospects. On the 6th of October, 1880^ 
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he was kindly dismissed from his Master's service in this 
world, and, as we have reason to think, was taken to praise 
God in the sanctuary above, in the 69th year of his ag^. On 
the 8th day of October his funeral was attended by a numer- 
ous assembly of neighbors and Christian friends. 

When we view the successful service of this departed 
saint, the uniform piety which he maintained through a long 
life of trials, and his -entire submission to the Divine wiu 
through his last illness, we can not but admire the grace that 
enabled him thus to finish his course. 



ELKANAH COMSTOCK. 

Eld. Ejlkanah Comstocx was bom in New London, Ct., 
Sept. 30, 1771. He was blessed with a religious education. 
At what age he publicly embraced the religion of Christ is 
not known ; yet early in his adult years he was found among 
the followers of Jesus. His mind soon began to be impressed 
with a sense of the great work of the ministry, from which 
he attempted to flee, as Jonah ; and, like him, tried his for- 
tune at sea ; but it pleased Grod to frustrate all his [^ns, and 
render unsuccessful every attempt in worldly prosperity, 
while he lived in rebellion against the dictates of the Spirit. 
Under repeated disasters his mind was led to reflect seriously 
on his course of life, and soon came to the decision, by God^ 
assistance, to take up the ministry for his lot. 

In 1797 he was married to Miss Sarah Green, a very 
amiable and pious young lady, in whom he found an help- 
meet indeed. She most cheerfully divided the sorrows of 
life with him, and patientfy endured the con^>licated trials 
that an all-wise Providence saw fit to apportion them. In 
the year 1802 he moved to Albany, N. i ., or rather in the 
county of Albany, and in 1807 he moved to Scipio, Cayuga 
Co. He lived in the county of Ca3ruga, in the towns of 
Scipio and Owasco, about seventeen years. During this 
period he itinerated in the new settlements of Pennsylvania 
and the western part of New York. Many dear children of 
God were made to rejoice, and joyfully testified to his labors 
of love, while they were built up in the truth under his 
wholesome instruction. 
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His labors in the Cayuga Association entitle him to the 
grateful recollections of the church in that body, and, in fact, 
the whole region of country around* Not a council, hardly, 
was called, but he was one of the members, and the labors of 
the scribe fell upon him. He had many privations to contend 
with — a large family to think of, with narrow means; and 
yet, no man was more punctual to all his appointments. His 
Master's business seemed to be first in his regards, and his 
own last. He not unfrequently felt the neglects of brethren 
in supplying his wants according to their obligations ; but he 
bore all with astonishing submission. It was rare that you 
heard a complaint from his lips ; he met you with a smile in 
his humble mansion, even when straitened for the necessaries 
of Ufe. His children were always kept in remarkable order, 
and occupied in some useful industry. His early .advantages 
had been very small ; hut he had so improved his time, atter 
entering the ministry, that he acquired a good education, 
and his theological knowledge was not surpassed by any of 
his brethren. 

In the year 1824 the Territory of Michigan was rapidly 
settling, and the few scattered sheep in the wilderness sent 
forth a Macedonian cry. Br. Comstock was appointed a 
missionary by the N. Y. B. State Convention, and removed 
his family to Michigan, and located in the village of Pontiac. 
At this time there was not a Protestant minister In the whole 
Territory. He sought the objects of his Master's love by 
many an obscure pam amidst the recesses of the wilderness. 
' The Baptist churches in Michigan, which received the 
labors of our brother in their incipient state, gratefully 
acknowledge his labors of love and fatherly counsel. In 
1826 or 7 was formed the first Baptist Association in Michi- 
gan. He aided in forming a sound creed, and sowed the 
good seed of the kingdom. Not long after he came to this 
place he was brought very low by a distressing fever ; his 
family despaired of his life, but the Lord was merciful, and 
restored him to a comfortable state of health. His constitu- 
tion, however, was much impaired; and with regret his 
friends saw him sinking under the weight of years and in- 
firmities. In Dec, 1830, it pleased the Lord to visit him 
again with affliction, in the death of a dear daughter ; and 
on the following February he was called to drink yet deeper 
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in the cup of affliction, by the loss of his dear partner — a 
woman of uncommon amiability, and possessing apparently 
all the desirable qualities for a minister s wife. In this dark 
providence his faith was called to a severe trial which 
resulted in much holy joy^ while he trusted in God, believing 
that <^all things work together for good to them that love 
God." Not long after the decease of his wife, he resigned 
the pastoral charge of the church at Pontiac, over which he 
had presided sincef its organization. His health gradually 
declined ; and in the fall of 1833 he went to New London, 
the place of his nativity, in hopes that a change of air and 
climate might in some measure restore his health ; but a wise 
Providence ordered it otherwise. Soon after his arrival in 
his native place he was taken with the dropsy, which ter» 
minated his valuable life on the 13th of May, 1834. 

After the death of Br. Comstock was announced in Pon- 
tiac, as soon as circumstances admitted, a funeral discourse 
was delivered in presence of a crowded assembly, llie dis« 
course was founded on the passage in Ephesians iii. 8 : 
<^Unto me, who am less than the least of edl saints, is this 
grace given, that I should preach among the gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ": — the text chosen by Br. 
Comstock nearly two years before his death. 

Br. Comstock left a very respectaUe family — six sons and 
two daughters—most of wh(»n have arrived to manhood. 
One son and one daughter are worthy members of the Bap- 
tist church in Pontiac. Br. Comstock was an able and bold 
supporter of the doctrine of Christ. He sought to please 
. his Master, and was ^ determined to know nothing but Jesus 
Christ and him crucified." He was a man, therefore, that 
had imperfections ; yet it is just to say he was exemplary in 
. his course as a man and a minister ; his counsel was sought 
by the friends of truth ; he was ever ready to assist the 
ieeble churches ; and the people of God have reason to be 
grateful to the Lord of the vineyard for such a faithful ser- 
rant in laying the foundation of correct principles in a new 
country. 

For the space of about thirty-two years spent in the vine* 

. yard, under all the complicated trials that fell to his lot, he 

never swerved firom the spirit of the gospel. In the afflictions 

of God's people be tooka deep interest. He was a ready 
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scribe^ and his general knowledge of business rendered him 
very acceptable to the public. As a private citizen, he was 
much respected, and his death much lamented ; as a father, 
he was rarely excelled ; his pious example in his family, and 
his very affectionate parental kindneisB, rendered him pecu* 
iiarly dear to his children ; and they sorrowed most of all 
that he died far from home, andthat they riiould see his face 
no more. 

Thus died our Br. Cbmstock, in the sixty-third year of 
his age, and was gathered home to participate in <^ the rest 
which remains for the children of God." 



OBED WARREN. 

Eld. Obed Wabben was born of pious parents^ in Plain- 
field, Ct., March 18, 1760. At the age of seven he was a 
subject of the awakening, and he afterwards thought of the 
saving, influence of the Spirit of God. This, however, he 
kept to himself for several years. His parents removed, 
while he was young, into Dudley, Mass., where he made a 
profession of religion, and united with the Baptist church in 
that place, at the age of fifteen. Here he entered the min- 
istry, and on the day he was twenty-one years old delivered 
his first sermon. He had a call in Hahfax, Yt., where he 
was ordained, and continued for several years, until he 
removed to Salem, N. Y. Here he spent a great part of his 
public life, and wai9 instrumental of building up a respectable 
church and society. He was favored with several revivals 
of religion amopg his people, and was extensively useful in 
that region of country, in his visits to the churches that 
were destitute^ and in the Vermont Association, of which 
he was a member. 

After laboring successfully in Salem nearly twenty years, 
he had a conviction that his work in that place was done, 
and that God called liim to another part of his harvest.^ 
This, however, did not accord with the wishes and judgments 
of his people. Their parting was painful, yet in his view a 
duty. He labored for a time with neighbbring churches in 
Cambridge and Hoosick, and at length removed to Delphi, in 
the county of Onondaga. He spent about two years m that 
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iplace, in which time the church built them a house of wor« 
ship, and were favored with a revival of religion, which 
greatly increased their number* The cloud on which his 
eye was constantly intent then directed his removal to an 
.afflicted people in Scipio, with whom he labored, much to 
their satisfaction, the following year. Before the expiration 
■of the year, however, he received a call from the 1st Baptist 
church in Eaton, which, from various circumstances, he| 
deemed it his duty to accept. By this removal he wad 
placed near the centre of the Madison Association, the Ham- 
ilton and Madison Missionary Societies, and near the Bap* 
4ist Literary and Theological Seminary, in all of which he 
took a very decided interest. It is presumed that in no 
part of his life was he more active, or more useful in the 
^neral interest of the kingdom, than in the three years he 
resided in that place. He was an active member of the 
Board of the Hamilton Missionary Society, and was one of 
their agents. He was also a firm supporter of the Theolo^ 
gic€Ll Institution* At different times he filled the office of 
President of the Board, of Chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee, and of agent for collecting funds. His correctness 
of judgment, known integrity, and weight of character, gave 
iiim much influence in removing the fears and obviating the 
prejudice of many against the Institution. He embraced 
4he object as a very important one, and entered fully into the 
|>rinciples of the constitution, and the measures adopted for 
its support. 

When he came to Eaton, he considered that as his last 
i*emove ; but He, who directs the steps of man, had a work 
for Warren to do in Covet. The winter hefore his death he 
was called to that place, and went in ^ the fullness of the 
blessing of the gospel of Christ.'' In Jul^ following he 
wrote to a correspondent as follows : ^ It wil be agreeable 
to you to hear that I am in health, and have full empTo3rment 
in this destitute region. There is a litde revival in this 
church ; nine, besiife myself, have joined it hy letter since I 
came here. Last Sabbath a large assembly went from the 
meeting-house to the lake-shore — a very pleasant situation 
for the occasion : there was much wat^« Some others, we 
hope, have been brought out of darkness into the light and 
Uberty of the goeqpel." 

30 
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His care for the theological school, from i^hich he was 
removed about seventy miles, is expressed in the close of 
this letter, which was written but six weeks before his death, 
and was his last communication on the suliject. ''My 
brother, your employment at Hamilton is closely connected 
with the interest of Zion. You are sensible that the instruc 
tion you give to the young men under your cure will have 
effect, after we rest, from our labors. Were our churches 
favored with pastors, whose understandings are fruitful in the 
mysteries of the kingdom, and who are well versed in the 
laws of our God, and men who imitate the ancient apostles 
in self-denial, faithfubess, and perseverance, there would be 
much less difficulties in the churches, and the mouths of a 
multitude of gain-sayers would be stopped. My brother, I 
pray God you may have wisdom to perform your duty to the 
young brethren ; and you will be pleased to have me exhort 
you to teach and warn every one of them continually, while 
under your direction. Do write, and let me know how the 
school prospers." 

About three weeks before this letter was written, he wrote 
to Eld. John Peck, informing him that his brother-in-law, 
Eld. Jonathan Ferris, of Milo, was instantly struck dead by 
a flash of lightning. He also mentions the chastening of his 
Father's rod, which he had just experienced upon himself, as 
another pledge of his love. ^ Last Sunday," says he, ** I 
had a severe turn of cholic — endured more pain than I have 
in any one day for several years. I have not regained my 
usual health ; yet, through the tender mercies of God, was 
able to preach three sermons last Sabbath — experienced 
much satiafactiop while preaching, and believing, * Lo, I 
am with you always, even unto the end of the world.* You 
know, my brother, that I experience less pain and sickness 
than is usual for one so far advan^U in age. Our heavenly 
Father knew it was for my good to have a few hours of 
severe pain. Since that, I have much comfort in viewing 
Him who endured pain, and hath died for us, and hath con- 
quered death and the grave. Almighty Savior ! help me to 
cry by faith, < O death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where 
is thy victory?' O that all the saints were more fervent in 
their desires that the Lord of the harvest would send forth 
laborers ! O that all the laborers might woik daily as though 
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they were doiog their last work ! How seldom do we, my 
brother, when we preach, or converse with one another, 
speak as though we realized there is but a single step between 
us and the eternal world ! O for more fervency in praying- 
more energy and spirituality in preaching, exhorting, and 
warning sinners to flee from the wrath to come ! IX), my 
brother, pray for me, and may we unjite in praying for each 
other, and for all our bretljiren in the ministry, that we may 
have the empty things of this world beneath our feet — that our 
souls may be] blessed, and our tongues anointed with the 
spirit of the gospel — ^that we may come to our assemblies 
ev^ry Sabbath, and at all times, in the fullness of the blessing 
of Christ — that the flock under our charge may be fed with 
the sincere milk of the word, and our garments be pure from 
the blood of our impenitent hearers. Should we thus live 
and preach, and walk in the law of the Lord, the light of the 
Lord, the love of the Lord, it would be no matter whether we 
were summoned by chain-lightning, a fit of apoplexy, or 
fever, or consumption, to meet our Gk>d and Redeemer ; for 
dying would only be goiiig home." 

It was not, however, till he *felt the pangs of death that he 
relinquished the sanguine expectation of having his life pro- 
longed. When taken firom the sanctuary, about three weeks 
before his death, he knew not his Father's design, but sup. 
posed he should soon be returned to his labors, and see more 
of the salvation of God among his people. During his ill- 
ness he had strong expectations of recovery, and even when 
death was changing his countenance, one of his daughters 
asked him if he did not think he was dying. He answered, 
« No ; I shall live and preach the gospeL" A member of his 
church, standing by, said to him, « Br. Warren, you are 
dying." He replied, without the least alarm, '< Well, fare- 
well ; I am pure from the blood of men." He spoke but 
once more, and fell asleep in Jesus, in the sixty-fourth year 
of his age, and forty4hinl year of his ministry. 

He was favored through life with a firm constitution, never 
impaired by sickness, or age, nor by the most arduous labors. 
He had a strong mind, but little cultivated in early life, and 
never much improved in classical literature ; but richly stored 
with good sense — a well-regulated judgment, correct views 
of national interests, and of the doctrine of the word of God* 
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His decision of character and firm atfacbment to truth would 
Bever allow htm to countenance eiror, even to sa^e the feel- 
ings of a friend. He had an ontiring spirit in controversy^ 
when he beNeTed the cause of God wa» eoncemedy and 
feared not to encounter a host. He kad ekvated views of 
the Christian ministry, and spared no pains to expose and 
remove from the clKwches those who degraded the office. 
He was an able counselor aiitf' ^ithflil leaibr in the church of 
God. He was solemn and devout in prayer, and appeared 
usually to enjoy much of the spirit and presence of the 
Savior. His preaching was plain, practical^and impressive, 
calculated to awaken sinners and edify saints. In fine, his 
whole character and deportment, as a man, a Christian, and 
a nninister, united many excellencies which are worthy of 
imitation. Kendrick^s Sermon. 



JOHN UFFOIxD. 

Eld. Upfold, the youngest of four sons of Mr. George 
Upfbld, a respectable farmer in Cranley, county of Surrey, 
En^nd, was bom Nov. 29, 1766. We find no account of 
Ins juvenile years. The first authentic account is as follows : 
Having been unsuccessful in business^ he obtained a commis- 
sion as an officer in the excise. In tkis situation he was 
soon made to realize the wickedness of bis heart and life. 
He was passing by a Dissenting place of worship in Mid- 
burst,"* in the county of Sussex,, to attend the king's business, 
at a time when some person was preaching, from whose lips 
he heard the following words ; <^ Brethren, you have a God 
to ga to.'* These words, wWch were intended by the 
preacher to comfort the saints in a time of persecution, 
pierced Mr. Upfold^s heart* He was fully convinced that he 
was an undone creature, as he was living without hope and 
without God in the world. His conduct, for wedcs and 
months, appeared to him unpardonaMe, as he could not real- 

* Abont this time the spirit of perseeation raged in Midhnrst to sn alarm^ 
ing deff ree ; and a banditti|had actually aMembled to break up the meeting,, 
when Mr. Upfold passed by,, and soon succeeded in driving the minister fronk 
the pulpit.. 
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ize the justice of God in extending mercy to such a sinful 
creature. However, in an hour of temptation and distress, 
God, of his infinite goodness, was graciously pleased to hush 
his troubled mind into peace. He was enabled to realize 
how life and immortality are brought to light through the 
gospel, and the words of the aposUe John suggested them- 
selves with power to. his mind : << The blood qf Jesus Christ 
cleansethfrom dU sinJ^ This gave him great reason to hope 
that GocC for Christ's sake, had forgiven him for all his 
transgressions. 

When Mr. Upfold had obtained a satisfactory evidence of 
his adoption into the family of God, he was greatly concerned 
for the souls of others. He soon.lefl the .service of his Brit- 
annic Majesty, to devote himself to the service of the King 
of Zion. And although he was conscious of his inability to 
preach among the heathen the gospel of Christ, yet he ven. 
tured to offer his service to the London Missionary Society. 
He was examined by a committee, who returned his name 
as a candidate for missionary labors. About this time the 
ship Duff was taken by the French, with sixty missionaries 
on board. This damped the missionary spirit for a time, 
during which he turned his eyes to America ; and soon afler 
lefl his native country. This took place in the spring of 
1801. Soon afler his arrival he had an opportunity of seeing 
Dr. Baldwin administer baptism. This led him to an inves- 
ligation of the subject. He carefully examined the scripture, 
and soon became convinced, that believers were the only 
subjects of baptism, and that immersion was the only 
mode. He was baptized by Eld. B. Titcomb, of Portland. 
Me. Soon afler this he became associated with the Baptist 
ministers. In the autunm of 1801 he removed from Boston 
to Portland, in Maine, and united with the Baptist church, 
and soon became a licentiate to preach the gospel. In the 
spring of 1805 he removed to Fairfield, Herkimer Co., N. 
Y., and on the 4th of Jan. 1607, he was ordained to the 
work of the ministry by a council •£ delegates from the 
churches in Hamilton, Heikimer, 2d Salisbury, A^'hitestown, 
Norway, and Deerfield. Among the ministers attending 
were those early veterans of the cross, Elds. Hosmer, Eddy, 
Douglass, and Card. He immediately associated with them 
in proclaiming the word of truth in the new settlements. 

20* 
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first labors after leaving Fairfield, in 1809, were per- 
formed in the towns of Remsen, Boonville, Leyden, and 
Western* And in some of these towns a reformation was 
produced, and churches formed in the first Uiree towns, un- 
der his administration. Up to 1816 his labors were contin- 
ued in the churches of Fabius and Sangersfield, and in sev- 
eral missionary towns, the last of iiHiidh was performed in 
Upper Canada. This circumstance opened a way for his 
removal into that province in the autumn of the same year. 
The labors required in this extensive field were severe, and 
the toils of nine years' exertions to answer the numerous 
calls in this then so destitute region reduced his physical 
raergies, and greatly impaired his health. Thus enfeebled, 
he returned to this State, and took up his residence in Mon- 
tezuma, and preached to the acceptance of the people in that 
village two years ; and in Hannibal, and other parts of the 
county of Oswego, he passed the closing year of bis' life. 

On the 5th day of September, 1828, while sit ling at the 
table of his morning meal, he was instantly seized with a 
cutting pain, as from tl^e thrust of a dagger, in the region of 
the kidneys, where he had long endured a local affection. It 
was immediately followed with all the alarming indications 
of a malignmt fever. Eld. Upfold departed this life the 12th 
of the sam€ months at Hannibal, Oswego Co. 

His preaching was with plainness of speech and uncor- 
ruptness of doctrine. Salvation through the grace and truth 
which came by Jesus Christ was the substance of his theme, 
and he dwelt with peculiar delight on the sovereignty of its 
dispensation. His integrity as a man, and his faithfulness as 
a minister, have secured him the friendship and Christian 
afiection of many, who will sorrow most of all that they 
shall see his face no more. The glowing sentiment of the 
Psalmist, expressed in the te%t he selected for his funeral, 
^Lord, I have loved the habitation ef thy house, and the 
place where thine honor dwelleth," was beatrtifully illustra- 
ted in his life and in his death. The peculiar distresses of 
his last moments did not obscure his views of the crown laid 
up for him, nor divert his attention from the delights of 
singing and prayer. Around the same bed where his freed 
soul was disencumbered of its clay, he ga^ered the weeping 
remnant of his family, and sounded his approach to the por- 
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tals of paradise in notes of praise and in the voice of sup- 
plication. In one of his last conversations, i^ith his arms 
stretched forth in the attitude of dedication, he made a final 
surrender of himself, soul, and foody^ and exckdmed^in the 
language of the penitent, 

** Here, Lord. I give myself awa^y 
*Ti« all that I can do." 

SYLVANUS HAYNES. 

Eld. STLVAims Haynes was born at Princetown, Mass., 
Feb» 22, 1768. His father's name was Joseph Haynes. In 
early childhood he used to attend secret prayer ; and had so 
deep a sense of sin^ and of his exposedness to Divine wrath 
that he spent his hours alone in prayers and tears. He de- 
termined to live no longer as he had done, but to attend to 
religion in earnest. He soon, however, became as thought- 
less as ever. But through mercy^ those powerful impressions 
were frequent, and he had such views of his sinfulness, and of 
his danger of eternal ruin, that he was impelled to prayer. At 
about the age of fourteen he was much addicted to pitching 
quoits : and he delighted in anticipating the pleasure he 
should take in the diversion, when the season should open. 
But it occurred to his mind that he had heard it said, <^ That 
people often become much attached to this world, just before 
they were going to leave it." ^ This," said he, <^ brought 
death and judCTient into view^ and forever i^iled all my 
diversions." Thus God made use of his quoits as arrows to 
pierce his heart. He now fdt himself among the greatest 
of sinners. His life appeared a continued series of sin. 
He saw that he had offended a just and jioly Grod, and tramp- 
led on the blood of a crucified Redeemer. He viewed him- 
H^lf altogether in the hands of that God against whom he 
had so long rebelled ; from whom he could not flee ; before 
who 3d justice he could not stand ; and whose wrath he could 
not endure. His convictions were extremely pungent. 
Despair seemed ready to seize his trembling soid. A view 
of the many mercies of God to him, and his ingratitude for 
them all, often filled him with grief and shame. He was 
greatly affected to think he had so long slighted the calls. 



286 BAPTIST MI88IONART CONVENTIOir. 

warnings, and invitations, of Christ in the gospel. When 
he saw how he had grieved the Holy Spirit, he wondered that 
he had not finally left him. So great was his distress, that 
he thought if he could not obtain relief he must sink to the 
grave. While thus distressed, he concluded, that, if he could 
give himself to God, unreservedly, he would accept of him. 
But he was soon convinced, that, if his salvation depended on 
his giving himself to God in a right way, he never should 
do it, unless divinely assisted. This led him to a deeper 
sense of his utter lost and undone condition. Tet he resolved, 
God enabling him, to cry for mercy as long as he should live ; 
and if he must sink to hell at last, to go praying. He had 
such views of the deceitfulness of his heart, that he feared 
he should be leflt to settle down on a false hope. After a 
long season of distress, in which he endured the most pungent 
convictions, God was pleased to reveal Christ in him as the 
hope of glory. From this time he had such vivid views of 
the glorious plan of salvation as caused him to rejoice in the 
hope of a blessed immortality. Then he could triumphantly 
say, "My Lord and my God, my Christ and my Savior, my 
heaven and my home.'' 

About the age of seventeen, he began to have scruples 
about his baptism, (as he had only been sprinkled in his 
infkncy.) But after a close examination of the Bible, with 
fasting and prayer, he was convinced that believers were the 
only subjects of this ordinance, and immersion the only 
proper mode. Accordingly, July 5, 1786, he was baptized 
by Eld. Isaac Beal, of Leicester, Mass., and soon after joined 
the church under hid care. He was then in his nineteenth year. 

He long had severe trials respecting his call to the work 
of the ministry. After much prayer and fasting, and great 
strugglings in his own mind, he Anally gave up, and sub- 
mitted the matter entirely to Ged, leaving all tiie consequen- 
ces with him. A door in providence soon opened, and he 
commenced preaching the last Sabbath in March, 1789. 
He preached in Princetown about a year. During this 
period his labors were blessed, and seversJ were converted to 
God through his instrumentality. In March, 1790, he 
removed to Middletown, Vt. July 8, 1791, he received ordi- 
nation, and took the pastoral charge of that church. Elds. 
Beal, Cornell, Blood, and Green, assisted at the ordination. 
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August 1^, 1791, he was married to Miss Louisa Gardner^ 
a member of Middletown churck* In 179^ a small revival 
took place, under his ministration. In 1800 and 1801 
another revival took place, in which sevente^i souls were 
added to the church. In the year 1808 he had strong 
exercises of mind,, and ardent desires for an outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit ; and on the evening of the last Sabbath of 
October the work of God commenced at a eonfereneci^neet* 
ing, and went on powerfully* In the course of a year from 

its commencement were baptized and added to the 

church. In NoveisA)ey^ 1&17, a precious work began, and 
during the work he baptized fifty-tbree. Notwithstanding 
this good work, he felt it to be bis duty to remove to some 
other place* Accordingly, in October, 1817, he removed 
with his family to Elbrid^^ Shortly after his location at 
this place thirty were added to the diurcfa, three of whom 
were awakened onder his preaching. 

In the year 1820 a levival commenced, during which 
seventy. eight were baptized* On Saturday, March 19, 1825, 
his wife departed this Kfe,in hopes of a glorious immortality. 
On the 28th of January^ 1826, he was married to Miss Mary 
Cmnan, of Cheshire, Mass. This lady had been a professor 
of religion for many years* But it was but a short time that 
she enjoyed his company. In less than a year death severed 
the bond, and removed him Iran this vale of tears to the 
mansions of rest. He died Dec. 30, 1^20, after a little more 
than a fertnight^s confinement from his ministerial labor. 
He had been engaged in baptizing only three weeks before 
his death. He died as be had liv^^ with a hope full of im- 
mortality* The approach of death was welcomed, for it 
only opened the portals of glory* The nature ei his disease, 
which was an ossification of the iieart^ adnstted his saying 
very little. But it appeared evident firom his brief answers 
that he died in the triumphs of feith. He was interred on 
the first day of January, 1827, amid the tears of a bereaved 
church, and an immense concourse of weefnng friends from 
various places, whom the melancholy providence had brought 
together, to testify their high respect for a great and good 
man. A sermon was delivered by Eld. Wyckoff, of Auburn^ 
who about twenty months before performed a similar servieef 
at the death of his wife.. 
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Br. Haynes was of sound judgment, correct principles, and 
a ffiithful, affectionate preacher of the gospel. In him young 
preachers found a father and a friend; distressed churches a 
healer of breaches ; and tempted souls a sympatiiizing guide. 
His many painful labors for the salvation of sinners, the 
peace of the churches, the general spread of the gospel, and 
the purity of the ministry, will never be fully appreciated 
until the time when he shaJl stand before his judge, and hear 
the words of his mouth, ^ Well done, good and faithful ser- 
vant." 

P. S. The foregoing is but a mere minute ef this great 
and good man's life. The writer of this postscript sat under 
his ministry for near two years — ^had seen him in various 
circmnstances ; and in his opinion he had few superiors, as a 
minister or Christian. His sermons were uniformly excel- 
lent ; rarely was it that you heard one not above mediocrity. 
They were all watered with his tears, both in his study and 
in the pulpit. He preached the truth in view of the judg- 
ment ; and not a few have heard him repeatedly say, at tb& 
conclusion of his discourses, ^ I am now ready, brethren, to 
step from this pulpit to the judgment." There was another 
expression not uncommon with him when addressing his 
people, worthy of being remembered. ** Brethren, we ought 
so to live always that death will be a privilege." Wfien 
conversing about death, he seemed to be always ready to 
depart. 1 have known him when absent from home, at the 
house of a brother, express himself much as follows : ^<It is 
perfectly indifferent to me whether I live to see home. If I 
die by the way, it is no matter ; when the Lord has done with 
me here, I am ready to go." And yet, no man loved his 
family more than he, or more highly enjoyed the society of 
his friends or the institutions of his country. These great 
interests were near his heart, and according to his ability he 
gave to each, systematically and prayerfully. The Institu- 
tion at Hamilton no man prized higher. He felt the want 
of early advantages, and he was desirous that his young 
brethren should be liberated from embarrassments under 
which he had suffered. By his industry, and persevering 
improvement of every leisure hour, he had acquired quite a 
fund of knowledge; and by the constant use of his pen in 
composition, he not only acquired a readiness in writing, but 
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he wrote with great force and beauty. Many of his essays 
have adorned the early volumes of the Register ; and they 
may be*now turned to and examined with interest and profit. 



SIMEON BROWN. 

Died, in Brookfield, N. Y., on Saturday, the 2dd of July, 
1826, Eld. SiMBON Brown, in the 79th year of his age. He 
was a native of Stonington, Conn., where it was the pleasure 
of the Lord to make him a subject of renewing grace, and 
call him into his service. He was baptized and joined the 
church under the pastoral charge of his father. It was soon 
manifest to him and the church that God had a work for him 
to do ; and he was obedient to the heavenly mandate. Con- 
ferring not with flesh and blood, he was often heard telling 
of the wonderful work of grace on his heart, the unbounded 
love of a Savior, and recommending Christ wherever oppor- 
tunity presented. He soon began to preach the uni^ieakable 
riches of Christ to a gainsaying world. After laboring to 
much acceptance among the peqple where he first joined, in 
1792, he removed to Brookfield, where he immediatdy erected 
an altar for €rod. He soon began meetings in his o¥ni log- 
house. Here, also his labors were blessed, and a church 
Boqn formed, and he ordained tiieir pastor. From tiiat time, 
till age and infirmities disabled him, he statedly administered 
the word of life to his flock, and had the satis&cticm to see a 
respectable church and society multif^ed around him, and a 
large and commodious meeting-house finished and dedicated 
to the service of God. After long and suooessfbl labors 
among the pe<^)le, he by degrees gave up his charge. 

In the spring of 1826 he was attacked widi a dbock of the 
palsy, which eventually terminated his eartUy career. He 
gradually declined ail^ the attack, and had no hope of re- 
covering. When he could talk, he did it with freedom, on 
his departure, and sure hope through grace. Notwithstand- 
ing his long and arduous labors in the vineyard of the Lord, 
he rested alone on Christ for salvation, and the happy plaudit, 
** Come, ye Uessed of my Father*" Through his last illness 
it was very difficult to ccmverse with him, and some time 
before his death be was eatiidy speeehletB, and gradually 
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declined, and died away as the expiring taper, without a 
groan or struggle. 

Through the course of his Christian pilgrimage he exhibi* 
ted the sincerity of his profession, and the evidences of his 
mission, and never appeared to be ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ. His method of preaching was evangelical ; he 
dwelt not on controversy, but, well-instructed in the essential 
truths of revelation, he kept nothing back <hat was profitable 
to the people of his charge. The church have indeed been 
called to witness the removal of a Uving member, with whom 
they took sweet counsel ; but tiiey are comforted with the 
confidence that he is transplanted to a more genial soil, 
where he wiO ever bloom in the paradise of Gt)d. 



NATHANIEL COLE. 

Eld. Nathaiosl Colb, Jr., the son of Eld. Nathaniel and 
Anna Cde, was bom July 14, 1780, in the town of Swansey, 
Mass., where he resided untU he was twelve years of age. 
During a revival of religion in that town, when he was about 
the age of eight years, he experienced his first religious im* 
pressions ; and it was at this period he thought the Lord 
showed mercy to his soul. When he was twelve years of 
age his father removed into Richfield, Otsego Co.^ N. Y., 
where he resided nearly five years, teaching school and work* 
ing at his trade. During his residence in this place he mar- 
ried Miss Polly Whitney, in 1806. In 1807 he removed into 
Smithfield, Madison Co., where, from the state of his health, 
he was ccxnpelled to engage for some time in mercantile 
business. He officiated eight years as a justice of the peace, 
and four years as jud^ of the county court. In 1812 he was 
a member of the Legidature. 

From the time of his first awakening he ever manifested a 
reverence for religion. This he evinced by his zeal to pro- 
mote its interests, and his concern for the welfare of the 
chuf ch. In 1816 he was baptisEed by Eld. Nathaniel L. Moore, 
and united with the Baptist church in Fenner. He very soon 
began the imf>rovement of his gifts, by addressing the people 
from passages of scripture. In 1806 he removed to Lenox, 
but not out of the bounds of this church. Soon aftw.this. 
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his mind being more deeply impresded with the duty of 
ting himself entirely to the preaching of the gospel, b 
measures to rid himself of his principal business, an< 
menced preaching Jesus and the resurrection. April 8. 
he was set apart to the wori£ of the ministry by solem] 
nation, and took the pastoral care of the church. Ii 
1819, he was brought to the brink of the grave by ac 
flammation of the liver, from which he never entirely 
ered ; however, he so far regained his health as to be 
in Zion. 

He was a number of years an active member of the 
of the Hamilton Baptist Missionary Society, and of tli 
tist Conventicm of tiie S^^late of New York, after die u 
those bodies. He was deeply interested in Indian i 
and was one of the Executive Committee for the Onei 
tion, from its establishment to the day of his deat 
March, 1825, he was again brought very low by blee< 
the lungs. From this time he relinquished his pastoral 
without any hope of resuming th^n* He, however, i 
measure recovered, so as to be able to oversee his te 
concerns, and to preach a few times. But in 
1827, his disorder assumed a more threatening 
and baffled all human skill. He now saw the i 
his departure was at hand, and therefore set his 1m 
order ; he settled his temporal concerns, gave direct 
his family concerning his funeral, and respecting the 
poral affairs in years to come. He then said, ** I f 
one that is waiting to take his leave." He was es 
with much severe pain, but bore it witii great patieno 
continued to decline until the 4th of July, when, t 
o'clock, P. M., perceiving his end was nigh, took the 
embrace with his family, ediook hands widi all in tin 
and in a few moments his immortal spirit left this ^ 
sin and woe, to celebrate the high praises of God 
kingdom of immortal glory. His funeral was atten 
the 7th, and an appropriate discourse was delivered, 
John F^k, from Acts. viii. 2: *^And devonU men 
Siej^ien to hi9 bwidlyandfMde greai lameniaikm ,cw 
A vast crowd of people assembled in the woods on t 
mises of the decealsed. Everything aroond see 
increase die oolemmty of the scene ; when, after anj 
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^ Dying Christian^" and other appropriate hymns, his remains 
were conveyed to the &mily burying-groundy and decently 
interred. 

He was a man of fixed pnncii^esy and was strenuous in 
maintaining his opinions, almost to a fault. He was par- 
ticularly zealous in contending for the distinguishing doctrine 
^ free grace, on principles consistent with agency and moral 
obligation. On those pointer as well as many others, he con- 
tended manfully. He was a man oi stern integrity. This 
trait in his character was evinced in his conduct as a justice 
of the peace, a judge of the court, and a legislator. He was 
the distinguished individual who detected the mischievous 
bribery which was going on among the members of the House 
in 1812, and was instrumental in bringing the principal 
offender to condign punishment. In this transaction he 
evinced a mind superior to the influence of popular opinicm — 
that looked with disdain on the glitter of piofiered gold — and 
possessed with a high regard to the principles of equity and 
honor; and, conscious of the justice of his cause, could haz- 
ard almost everything dear ; and scarcely aided by a single 
firiend, could for many days, with undaunted firmness, stem a 
torrent of opposition, which must have overpowered the 
courage of any ordinary mind, until he carried his point, and 
commanded even the respect of his virulent oppoeers. 

He possessed a quick, discerning mind, and a readiness of 
communication. His style of preaching was argumentative, 
though sometimes he was quite pathetic. He was respecta- 
ble as a preacher, but exceeded in private argument, and in 
desultory conversation: here he was often eloquent* He 
was a judicious counselor, and was called upon by churchee 
and individuals to assist in settling their difficulties. But 
he has finished his work* and is gone, we trust, to receive his 
reward. 



NATHANIEL J. GILBERT. 

Nathaniel J. Gilbbrt was the son of Ehner and Mary 
Gilbert. He was born in Weston, Fairfield Co., Conn., on 
the 28th of April, 1786, but removed with his parents when 
young into the State of New York* But Ifew fiicts of hi^ 
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juvenile years are preserved : 'tis said he was never known 
to utter a falsehood, and the sacred regard he had cherished 
for truth distinguished his whole life. 

Being under the necessity of constantly laboring on a 
farm while young, his opportunities for acquiring an educa- 
tion were very limited ; yet, by his untiring efforts in after- 
life, he not only obtained a good English education, but also 
stored his mind with a fund of rich and varied learning. 

At the age of twenty-one he was married to Miss Phebe 
Grow, who lives to feel the loss of his society. Soon after 
« his marriage he became the subject of grace, and was bap- 
, tized by Eld. Levi Hall, then of Pleasant Valley, Orange 
Co., but who has since fallen asleep. Having made a pro- 
fession of religion, Br« Gilbert felt a deep interest in the 
spiritual welfare of his neighbors, and he commenced en- 
^Sdavoring to warn them of their danger, and to point them 
to the Lamb of Grod, who taketh away the sin of the world. 
At this time he resided in Sullivan county, about sixty miloi 
from the place where the church of which he was a member 
usually assembled for divine worship ; and as several other 
members of the same church were located near him, tfaey 
were in the habit of maintaining public worship, as a branch, 
and Br. Gilbert ministered unto them much to their edifica* 
tion. 

Some time in the year 1810 he left this place, and removed 
to the totni of Windsor, Broome Co., where he commenced 
clearing land fer a farm. At the period of his settlement 
there were but five Baptist professors in the whole town, and 
these were scattered over «bout fifteen miles of territory ; 
yet such was Br. Gilbert^s anxiety to have the standard of 
. the cross erected in the town« that he sought them out, em- 
bodied them in a conference, and appointed a place where 
they resolved to endeavor to maintain the worship of QoA. 
The place selected fer their meetings was about four miles 
from the residence of Br. Gilbert ; yet neither the summer's 
heat nor the winter's cold prevented his meeting with and 
preaching unto them, although he had to travel on foot through 
a trackless forest, where not even a marked tree was found 
to guide his footsteps, and often in the winter the snow two 
feet deep. But the Lord did not suffer him to labor in vain ; 
the moral desert soon b^an to Uossom $ a church was or- 
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ganized, and he was ordained pastor. For several years he 
continued to labor in this field, much to the satisfaction of 
the church and the community who attended his ministry. 

In 1818 he received an invitation to become the pastor of 
the church in North Norwich, Chen. Co!, on the acceptance 
of which he removed to that place, and continued for five 
years to go in and out before them, in the faithful discharge 
of his sacred office. While he labored wfth this church, in 
view of the destitution which almost everywhere prevailed of 
ministerial labor, and having the consent of the church, he 
accepted three appointments from the Hamilton Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society,for short periods, to labor among the destitute. 
These appointments he filled to the abundant joy of thou- 
sands, to whom he administered the bread of life, and also 
to the entire satisfaction of the Board. 

In 1822 three active brethren who had settled at Syracuse, 
considering the prospect of the enlargement of that place, 
and believing it would be for the glory of God, and the ad- 
vancement of his kingdom, to have the gospel preached there 
in its purity, made repeated and urgent requests to the Board 
of the H. B. Missionary Society for assistance. Ailter pro- 
per investigation of the claims of the place, and mature de- 
liberation, with reference to the individual to be employed, 
the Board, at a meeting held in March, 1823, arrived at the 
conclusion, in which tibey were unanimous, to appoint Br. 
GHbert their missionary at Syracuse. Upon his acceptance 
of the appointment he removed his family, and commenced 
the occupancy of the field, where, after toiling for more than 
nine years, the Master called him to his rest. From the 
very commencement of his labors the Divine blessing appears 
to have attended his ministry. The little church, which had 
been formed previous to his removal there, became much 
enlarged; a house of worship was erected, the funds for 
which he was enaUed to obtain. For several subsequent 
years appropriations were made by the Board of the H. B. 
M. S., to them in sustaining their pastor, yet, by the bless- 
ing of God on his labors, Br. Gilbert had the happiness to 
see the church so increased in numbers and wealth, that they 
were able not only to support the gospel among themselves, 
but also to do more for benevolent purposes tj^n they had 
ever received. 
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Of Br. Gilbert it may emphatically be said, he was an 
able minister of the New Testament ; he was familiarly ac- 
quainted with the doctrines of the gospd, and had a peculiarly 
happy talent in bringing the truth to bear upon the con* 
sciences of his hearers. His voice was loud, h^ articulation 
clear and distinct, and his manner pathetic, and at times full 
of energy. As a paste r, his labors among his peo|^ were 
abundant : nor were there many whose taknts equaled him 
in this department of his duties. He also felt a lively inter- 
est in the wel&re of tiie churches around him ; and, not 
regarding his o¥ni ease, he labored much to build them up by 
visiting and preaching among them. 

In sdl the benevolent movements of tiiie day his heart beat 
tn unison with the most liberal. During the last two years 
of his life he entered with his whole soul into the labors of 
protracted meetings; and it is confidently believed that hun- 
dreds of precious souls who were converted to God in the 
meetings he attended, will at last appear as the seals of his 
ministry. The winter before his death a most interesting 
protracted meeting was held in Syn^use, in which it was 
judged upwards of one hundred obtained mercy* Of these 
Br. Gilbert had the privilege of baptizing ninety-six, who 
were added to the church. This was the most interesting 
period of his ministry ; yet his humilily remained peculiariy 
manifest. Thus he lived and labored, until the very day 
before he was called to join the company of the redeemed in 
glory. 

On Lord's day, July 32, 1^82, the day before he died, he 
preached four times, from the following texts, viz. : '^Let 
your light so diine before men that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Fatiier which is in h^ven.^' (IMUtt. 
V. 16.) ^ Because I have ^cafled and ye refused, I have 
stretched out my hand, and no man regarded, but ye have 
set at nought all my counsel, and would none df my reproof, 
I also will laugh at your calamities ; I will mock when your 
fear cometh.'^ (Proverbs vi. 24—26.) "< Wherefore, gird 
jup the loins of your mind ; be sober, and hope to the end 
for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ." (1 Peter i. 13.) " But fear thou God." 
^Ecc. V. 7.) For a few days previous he had been attended 
iwith a bowel complaint, but the night following the day of 
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this extracnrdinary labor he bad but little rest, while he was 
the sabject of great anxiety in consequence of the illness of 
his wife, who had exhibited some of the premonitory symp- 
toms of cholera. On the following morning he called on a 
physician to visit his wife, and On his return home he entered 
his study, and was diligently employed with a subject he had 
been investigating. Soon after one of his brethren called, 
and was greatly alarmed at his appearance ; but Br. Gilbert 
saiid he was not much unwell. A very few moments after 
the physician arrived, who immediately told him that his 
countenance indicated that he had the cholera ; to wMclihe 
replied he thought not. Almost immediately after he spoke 
of a strange sensation in one of his feet ; it was the cramp^ 
connected with the collapsed state of the cholera. He then 
retired to his room, and the spasms commenced, and increased, 
soon reaching his bowels. He suffered the most excruciating 
pains, bat he endured them with great patience and resignation 
to the will of God. To a friend who stood by him he remarked, 
^ I little thought, yesterday, that I should be in this situation 
to-day, but God has done perfectly right." Towards noon 
some faint hopes were cherished that he might recover ; but 
in the afternoon his symptoms became more alarming, and 
ere the midnight hour arrived, the painful intelligence was 
announced that Eld. Gilbert was no more. Many were the 
hearts that were wrung with sorrow, not only in Syracuse, 
but in the towns adjacent, as the tidings fell upon their ears ; 
saying, << A great man has fallen in Israel." 

Thus, in the forty-seventh year ^ his age, and the twenty- 
fifth year of his ministry, in full hope of a glorious immor- 
tality, Br. Gilbert left this vale of tears, to enjoy the sweet 
embraces of his Redeemer in those mansions prepared for 
the people of God. By the death of Br. Gilbert, his widow, 
who was raised as from the borders of the grave, mourns 
the loss of a most affectionate husband ; the two sons a 
tender and indulgent father ; the church a most faithful and 
officiant pastor ; and the ministry one of their most lovely 
and endeared associates. 
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ROSWEL BECKWITH. 

Eld. RoswEL Beckwith was born in L3naie, New London 
Co., Conn., Oct. 21, 1753. He became early the subject of 
religious impressions, through the kind and faithful instruc- 
tions of a pious mother. At the age of seven he was often 
impressed with a sense of his sins, but not till he had entered 
on his thirteenth year did he find deliverance from the power 
and dominion of sin through the blood and righteousness of 
Christ. About the same time a brother, younger than him- 
self, obtained a hope in the Savior, and, together, engaged in 
the work of the Lord. Though babes in Christ, they went 
forth from house to house, and pointed sinners to the Lamb 
of God. Their invitations were heeded, and by the blessing 
of Grod a glorious ingathering of souls into his kingdom fol- 
lowed. A day of darkness with him ensued : it was long and 
dreary. 

At the age of twenty-seven he was married to Lydia Dorr, 
of Lyme, Conn., ia worthy person, who shared his joys and 
sorrows until the year 1834, when she fell asleep in Jesus. 
He resolved never to head the family-circle without erecting 
the altar of prayer. This he did, though darkness encom- 
passed him. In the discharge of this duty he found some 
peace ; yet his deliverance was not complete until he Was 
thirty-three\^ years of age. At this time he united with a 
separate Congregational church. Soon he became satisfied 
that the Lord had called him to blow the trumpet of the gos- 
pel, and he received fellowship of the church to that effect. 

At the age oi forty-seven he removed from thence to 
Coeymans, Albany Co., N. Y. Here his labors become 
more abundant. A people that had desecrated the Sabbath 
soon were brought to enjoy its privileges, and very many to 
hallow it, through his instrumentality. A church was soon 
formed — ^the fruits of a revival under his ministry — ^to which 
he continued to preach. During this revival he was request- 
ed to deliver a sermon on infant baptism. This he promised 
to do, so soon as he could investigate and arrange the subject. 
He resorted to the ^ law and testimony" for proof upon this 
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<< heaven-bom doctrine," as he then considered it. But he 
applied to the wrong source for evidence ; and not being dis-* 
posed to seek it from others, he relinquished the doctrine as 
having no foundation but in the fruitful inventions of men. 
This led him to a close examination of the institutions of the 

gospel, which resulted in a union with the regular Baptists, 
oon a church was formed, of which he became the pastor, 
and was ordained in April, 1801. In 1805 he removed to 
Cazenovia, Mad. Co., N. T. He united with the first 
church in Nelson, and labored with them about eight years. 
He then joined the church in Peterboro, where he preached 
most of the time for seven years. When age and infirmity 
had closed upon him, he united with the Baptist church in 
Cazenovia, and remained a member, until he, with other 
disciples, formed a separate ehurch |in Cazenovia Villafe, 
A. D. 1820. Truly it may be said the temporal and spirit- 
ual interests of this church were greatly promoted through 
his vigilance land care. 

Eld. Beckwith was a man of integrity and firmness. His 
resolutions were prosecuted with a zeal characteristic of his 
age. He was a veteran of '76. In the field of bajttle, and 
in prison, he showed a devotion to his country and to the 
cause of freedom worthy of imitation by every friend of free 
institutions. These characteristics have been most clearly 
exemplified in his Christian career. Was he devoted to his 
country ? — ^he was more so to his Redeemer. Was he ready 
to be sacrificed on the altar of liberty ? — ^he was more so upon 
the altar of his God. In evil as well as in good report he 
was the same ardent and unwavering friend of the Savior. 

As a minister, like Moses, he was slow in speech, yet pos^ 
sessed an inventive mind. He was sound in the faith, and. 
had clear conceptions of gospel truth. At the fireside he 
excelled. His instructions were well-timed, and most inter- 
esting in kind. Here he was often eloquent. The listener 
always 'felt himself in the presence of a superior man, and a 
bold and decided Christian* He was emphatically a peace- 
maker, and seldom engaged in settling a difiSiculty between 
brethren without effecting a reconciliation. He was constant 
at the house of prayer, even when the infirmities of age 
might have plead an exemption. Thus he continued until 
within a few wee^s of his death, which took place Feb., 1836, 
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in the 83d yeax of his age* In his last sickness he said to a 
friend, <<The Lord hath built this tabernacle, and often 
repaired it ; and as he is now about to take it down, I am will- 
ing he should do it in his own time and way ;" and added, 
'<He will do it just right, and will raise it up at the last day." 
He also added, ^I have no wish to live or to die; I am will- 
ing to leave all with my bless^ Savior ; and as I lay here 
upon my bed, he hands me texts of scripture just as I need 
them for my comfort and consolation." 

His last hours were peculiarly calm and peaceful, and in 
him was exemplified the sentiment of the Psalmist, ^<Mark 
the perfect man, and behold the upright ; for the end of that 
man is peace." 



SQUIRE MANRO. 

Dea* SaviRE Manso was born in Rehoboth, Mass., June 
27, 1757. He was the oldest son of Nathan Manro. His 
grand-father, William, with his great-grand-father, John, em- 
igrated from Scotland in the early settlement of America* 
His grand-mother was the grand-daughter of Col. Benjamin 
Clark, the distinguidbed officer in King Philip's wax. At the 
^commenc^nent of the revolutionary war he entered the ser- 
vice of his country, at the age of eighteen, and continued in 
the army three years, during which time he was constantiy 
^exposed to dangers and harShips, being located directly on 
<the sea-board. In this s«hool he took so deep an interest in 
the welfare of his country, that the principles of civil and 
religious liberty were firmly rooted in his pc&tical sentiments 
at an early period of his life. He had intended to live a ma- 
ratime life, and his studies had been directed accordingly ; 
but the war frustrated his design. 

At the age of twenty-two he was married to Miss Mary, 
daughter of John Daggett, who is still living, and by whom 
he hiad ten children, six of whom survive him, and all enter- 
^ tain i, hope in the mercy of God. He took a farm on shares 
to support his little family in that place, but soon found that 
this method would yield him an insufficient income, as his 
family was increasing*.^ Therdinret in about three years, be 
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hired fifty acres ef land in Lanesborough, Mass., mostly new ; 
but he had the privUege of paying his rent by clearing more 
land. After thus contracting for his removal into the then 
new country, he took his little effects, with his wife and two 
small children, and ventured towards the place of his destina- 
tion. But in crossing the Connecticut river his goods were 
precipitated into the stream, and a portion of them, together 
with all his spending money, {ten dollars in silver,) were ne- 
ver recovered ; and he was dependent on the charity of the 
people for his expenses the rest of his journey. Here he 
learnt a lesson that was never forgotten by him in after days ; 
for whenever the poor applied to him for aid, after God had 
blessed him with the wealth of this world, they were never 
turned empty away. 

Not long after his settlement in Lanesborough, his atten- 
tion was called up to the great concerns of religion. His 
Christian experience, with his views of the order of Christ's 
house, are related by himself as follows : ** My mind was call- 
ed up to the subject of religion in the winter and spring of 
X784, then residing in Lanesborough. The subject of reli- 
gion was the constant topic of conversation with my wife ; 
and although her mind was not apparently so deeply inter- 
ested as my own, yet the Lord gave her rest in Jesus, and left 
me behind, while I was still resting on my own works. This 
circumstance removed my reliance from every creature help, 
and my anguish of heart was extreme. I then looked for 
some extraordinary operation from God, as there had been 
upon my wife. I was brought to the straight to see that I 
was a very great sinner, and that God would be just in my 
eternal condemnation. It seemed as though my doom was 
fixed, until one day, when ploughing in the field, I had to quit 
work and give up all for lost. I turned out my oxen, went 
into the house, gazed at the Bible, and sat in solemn silence ; 
when, all at once, the language of Jdin to his disciples, * Be* 
hold the Lanib of God that tcSteth away the sins of the %oorld^ 
came to my mind with the utmost strength and power. It 
sunk deep into my heart. I viewed, in the most clear man- 
ner, how God could be just, and the justifier of such a rebel 
worm, justly doomed to everlasting banishment from hia 
peaceful presence ! From that moment I saw all things were 
new, and ^old things had passed away/ I saw such a beau- 



BIOGRAPHIES — 64l17niB MANBO. 251 

ty and glory in a risen Savior, that I could but desire to 
serve him the rest of my days. My great anxiety then, was, 
to know what God would have me do. I accordingly com- 
menced a thorough search of the scriptures, to know my du« 
ty. I conversed with many of the saints of God for infor- 
mation ; and, on examination, serious doubts arose respect- 
ing the practice of my parents, for I was educate a Presby- 
terian. I conversed with my Presbyterian pastor, Mr. Col- 
lins ; and, instead of being confirm^ in my fi>rmer views, I 
found that they were completely changed. I could no long, 
er support in&nt sprinkling from the fiiUe, but was confirm- 
ed in the sentiment that believers were the only subjects, 
and immersion the only scriptural mode. J^fier being thus 
established, I was yet unwilling to submit to the performance 
of the duty that was so clearly pointed out in the gospel ; till 
at length Grod visited me with a rod in taking &w^ two of 
my cluldren by death, in a very sudden manner. This pro- 
vidence entirely broke me down, and made me willing to say, 
Thy will be done, O Lord ; I will submit with pleasure. I 
then presented myself to the Baptist church, and thus ac- 
knowledged my Lord and Master in his own appointed way. 
I united with the church under the care of Eld. Peter Wor- 
den, and was baptized by Eld. Joseph Cornell.^' 

By his zeal for the cause of his Master, and his care for 
the church, it soon became evident that he possessed the ne« 
cessary qualifications for an office in the church. He was 
accordingly chosen and set apart, by prayer and laying on 
of hands, to the office of a deacon. The duties of this office 
he continued to perform to good acceptance, and in great 
faithfulness, till God saw fit to call him from serving toUes 
in his earthly court, to receive a crown of immortal honor in 
the upper and better world. 

In the year 1790 he exchanged his property in Lanesbo- 
roogh for the farm on which he lived till his death, in Camil- 
lus, now Elbridge, Onon. Co., N. T. The country was then 
new, and land very cheap ; by which means hus property 
became greatly increased in value. He kept a public house 
for some years, appropriating the proceeds to the purchase of 
new lands, the rise of which, with his industry and economy, 
aooia rendered him a very wealthy farmer. Yet, in all his 
advancement, it never . contributed to the fostering of pride 
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in his deportment towards his fellow-men or in the world. 
When it was thought advisable to build a meeting-house, 
he sustained a great share of the expense, and gave it to the 
church. Towards the latter part of his life he was much 
afflicted with the gravel and dropsy. About five years ago 
he was very severely attacked, from which it was feared he 
would never recover ; yet he was so far restored as to be 
able to do business at home and abroad. He not only met 
with the church at home, but in the meetings of the several 
benevolent societies. 

During his illness, whenever there was a meeting of the 
State Convention, or its Board, or any other public meeting 
to do good, from which he was detained by ill health, he 
would send his respects to them, and bid them persevere in 
the good cause. And when he could no longer meet witii 
them, he would send his money, still assuring them that it 
was accompanied with his prayers to God that he woul4 
succeed the effort with his blessing. Tlie last conventional 
meeting that he ever attended was at Mendon, in 1833, which 
even then was more than his broken constitution was able to 
endure. It was many months before he was recovered from 
the fatigue of that journey. He never attended public wor- 
ship but little after that period. 

Whenever I called on him in any period of his confine- 
ment, he was anxious to know the state of the church, that 
he might mourn with them that mourn, tmd rejoice with them 
that rejoice. During any period of his confinement from 
public worship, it was his constant practice, on the return of 
the family from meeting, to inquire afler the text and sub- 
ject the first thing, and then he would make conunents that 
were both interesting and instructive. 

At one time, when he was thought to be near his end, his 
physician entering his room, he said to him, ^ Oh, my dear 
doctor, do love that precious Jesus — ^I am almost gone— 4H]t 
I must tell you how good Jesus is to my poor soul. Oh, that 
precious, precious Jesus." He would often say that he was 
afraid he should be left to murmur — ^that he should be impa- 
tient under his pain. ** O that I may wait till the Lord's 
time come— my heavenly Father knows best." A few days 
before his death a friend called on him, who was professedly 
a Universalist : he called him by name as he came to hiis 
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bedside, as though filled with the deepest concern for the 
welfare of his friend, and said, << Universalism is poor stuff; 
it won't do you any good. Love the precious Savior, or you 
must be lost forever." At another time he said to his pas- 
tor, <' Oh, my dear elder, preach, preach Christ and him 
crucified. My time is short : I am living by the day — ^I ex- 
pect every day to be my last. I am looking and hoping for 
it to come ; then shall I be satisfied when I awake in thy 
likeness. When shall I get home ? but I fear that I shall be 
impatient. Oh, how good €rod is !" 

All the blessings he enjoyed he seemed to realize as com« 
ing from God, saying, ^What reason I have to be thankful 
to God, that he has given me such kind children, to take 
such special care of me in my sickness. Well, weU, God 
will reward them." The day before his death, he said, <'My 
day is at hand, and the hour q£ my death will be the happiest 
hour of my life. I desire to diepart and be with Christ, which 
is far better." There was no particular change till his last 
moments. There were times when he would seem to be 
rather lost, and he would not apprehend questions clearly ; 
but for the most part he had his reason perfectly. 

On the morning of his death, which was on the 81st of 
March, he was helped into his chair. He was in great dis- 
tress — said but httle — ^wished to lie down. Some refresh- 
ment was brought him; as he was taking' some tea, he 
coughed, and raised a little — said, << I am going," and sunk 
down into the arms of death, without a struggle or a groan. 
His wife, who was out of the room at breakfast, hastened in ; 
but it was only to see the last gasp ; his spirit had fled, to 
dwell in his long-sought rest. 

On the third day from his death the funeral services were 
attended at his dwelling, and a sermon on the occasion ad- 
dressed to the mourning family and friends, from 2 Cor. v. 
20 : " We pray you, in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to 
God." The corpse was then deposited in his own family 
burying-ground, and on the following Sabbath a discourse 
was delivered to the church. 

Thus, a great and good man has fallen in Israel. The 
writer can truly say, the more I reflect on his worth, the 
more I feel the loss of Dea. Manro. He was a man of unu- 
sual strength of mind. He would often sit silent, when in 

22 
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council with his brethren, during many lengthy discussions 
on some intricate subjecl^ till nearly at the close, when he 
would rise, and spread out the whole subject with perfect 
ease, and devise means for solving each point to the entire 
satisfaction of all. He usuaUy weighed a subject well before 
giving his opinion, yet, when his mind was made up, he was 
sanguine in supporting his position, and, some have supposed, 
to a fault. When in the house of worship, he usually mani- 
fested his disapprobation by the countenance he wore. When 
the subject was especially interesting to him, his soul seemed 
so fully absorbed in it that he forgot everything else ; a flood 
of tears would involuntarily burst from his eyes, and nodding 
his head he would say, " Yes, yes, that is true," or, " This is 
right," or, " Amen," or reach to a friend sitting near, that 
he might share witJi him in the blessing. He seemed to make 
all around ,him interested in the subject in which he himself 
was delighted. 

He took a deep interest in all the benevolent objects of the 
day ; ministerial education lay near his heart. He not only 
bestowed a scholarship on the Institution at Hamilton, but 
made liberal donations to it besides. When the monthly 
contribution was taken up for the foreign mission, he used 
to give five dollars a month for that ; he was equaUy liberal 
towards the domestic and other objects of benevolence. He 
was a zealous advocate of the sentiment that the gospel min- 
ister should not only be well supported, but that it be done 
by equality, according to the gospel, as God had prospered 
him. 

Although he strenuously maintained the doctrine of a lim. 
ited atonement, yet he warmly approbated the duty and obli« 
gation of the sinner, and would often close his arguments on 
this subject with, " Well, well, I love to hear that blessed doc- 
trine. Come, come, come. 

His house was always known as the Christian's home ; 
and it was made doubly so by his interesting conversation 
on the subject of religion — for this was ever his topic ; no 
one could pay or receive a visit from him, without learning 
they were with a man of God. 

He was not without his enemies, as persons of wealth sel- 
dom are ; but his were few. The latter part of his life was 
more particubrly occupied with the various objects of bene- 



BI06BAFUIE8 — SaUIBE MAI4B0. 255 

volence» for few of them existed when he first made a pro- 
fession of religion. He was ever forward in promoting the 
welfare of the church, at home or ahroad. ** Blessed is the 
death of the righteous." 



s N D. 



ERRATA. 



Page 1 7, line 22, it ought to be, ** theie infant churches." 
19, " 30, «• Otego," not Oteo. 
28, " 3, "2,903," not 3,903. , 

88, A part of the doings of the Board in Fabios, May 18, 
1825, is put in the middle of the Report of the Board 
made in Nelson, Feb. 23, 1825. 
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